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3594 Miles gom c6 Rio Lam, Zi Nguyen va Iris Le.

Chung t6i quen nhau tir treong THPT Chuyén Lé Quy Don -
Da Nang, sau d6 vi duyén sd ma gdp lai nhau 6 nudc My.
“Get Lost. Be Found.” la nhitng trai nghiém, quan sat va

ghi chép ctuia ching t6i sau hon 5 nam xa xt&, sau chuyén di
Winter Trip — 2013 qua 28 tiéu bang.

Nhitng hinh anh khac chup trong chuyén di Winter Trip
dwoc dang trén blog 3594miles.com



Tinh dén thoi diém t6i dang viét nhiing dong nay, chung toi da di qua
nhing cung duong nudc My trén dudi 5 nam. Quang thoi gian dy
khéng han 1a dai; nhung t6i cho rang khi ta danh tudi tré ctia minh — dat
biét la quang d6i muoi - & noi nao, noi do sé tro nén that sy quan trong. bo
la noi ching t6i da budc vao cudc sdng, da hoc tap, da cd gang va da yéu.
Chuing t6i da “get lost” khong biét bao nhiéu Ian, va da vay viung hodc cho
doi mot ngay duoc “be found” chiing dy ban. Sw cho dgi ¢ luc kién nhan,
o lac tuyét vong, c6 lac thanh than, ma cting ¢6 nhiing lan hoang mang
tot cung. Chang t6i cho diéu gi? C6 khi don gian la mot cong viéc tra lwong
khong qua té, hay mong dén ngay tot nghiép, cd khi la cho duoc yéu, va
duoc song - song hét minh v4i dam mé va mo wdce. Cling c6 khi 1a tha thiét
cho mong mot ltic quay vé dé néi mot cau “Moi ca nha dn com.”

Cudc doi dai rong, sau nay chung toi sé troi dat vé nhiing vung troi
khéc nhau nhung chéac chan sé khong bao gid quén dwoc tudi 20 & nude
My. Noi nay da cho ching toi biét minh la ai, wéc mo cua minh la gi, va
minh c6 thé lam duoc gi. Tat ca nhitng trdn tré hon nhién, nhitng trai ng-
hiém twoi tré, nhitng au lo voi va trede cudc song noi day chwa mét lan nao
ngung lam ching t6i ngac nhién. “Get Lost. Be Found.” vi thé ma ra doi
nhut mot moén qua ; trede la tri an nhitng nguwoi da luén ¢ bén canh 3594
Miles, sau la trao tdng cho chinh ching t6i, 20 ndm nita c6 thé hoi tudng lai
mot thoi minh da song nhu thé.

Truwdc khi chinh thitc bat dau due an nay, chiing t6i da tu htta v6i nhau
“C6 chuyén Qi thi viét thit hét, khong gidu diém, trdo doi gi hét.” Sau nay, khi
chuyén di dwoc biét dén nhiéu hon, mot vai anh chi - dai dién ctia cac cong
ty xudt ban sach — da wu ai trao cho nhém co hdi dwoc xudt ban “Get Lost.
Be Found.” mot cach rdng rai ¢ Viét Nam. Rt cudc chung toi quyét dinh tie
chéi tat ca nhitng 1oi moi, danh that hen véi nhitng nguoi da mang co hoi
hi€ém c6 dén cho ba dita con gai khong tiéng tam gi. Hay d€ “Get Lost. Be
Found.” la quyén sach duoc két tinh thuan tuy tir dam mé, tir cam nhan, tt



tinh ban va tinh yéu cta Rio, Zi va Iris.

Trong b phim truyén hinh yéu thich nhat cta to6i, Doctor Who, c6 mot
cau noéi thé nay: “The soul’s made of stories, not atoms.” Nhitng cau chuyén
chting t6i sap k& cé thé mang cai nhin con non tré, con d6i phan léch lac,
thiéu hoan chinh, nhung chiing 1a nhiing ky niém tinh tuyén da khong bi
stra d6i hay cat bo vi bat ky tac dong nao. Ban dang nhin thau sudt tam hon
20 cua chang t6i . Nhitng ngay dy, Viét Nam la nguoi than ma nuwdc My la
nguoi yeu.

5594 /h’\ifag
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We the human

6 mot lan trong ltc 14i xe trén duong 1-30, toi bong dtrng uwdc rang dén

mot ngay t6i nham mat, s6 lan di chuyen trong doi cua toi tong lai sé
1a mot s8 chan. Nghia la 6 di sé& ¢6 v&, 6 10i xa sé cd quay lai. Cong ludn
ca Chuyen di 16n dén véi cude doi nay, ngay nham mét tro vé cat bui, vay
la vira du mot doi.

Hom truedc me hoi sao dao nay khong mudn vé Viét Nam an cu lac
nghlep nhu hoi triedc nita, tdi tra 16i vi con chua mudn. Chang phai so khd
hay gi, ma chi la cam gidc néu bay gio tré vé Viét Nam, toi sé khong con
hting tha ti€p tuc nhing chuyén di nira. C6 diéu gi d6 ¢ Viét Nam hodc
& trong chinh t6i khién t6i ngai rang néu tré vé ltc nay toi sé bi mac ket
0 lai, trong chinh tinh than ctia minh chit khdng phai vi vung dat hay tho
nhudng hay van héa. Muoi chin tudi, cuc doi cho t6i mot hanh trinh thuc
st 16n va t6i chwa mudén dung lai. Téi mudn tir nudc My nay minh sé di
mot vong that rong. Ngay t6i tro vé c6 thé Viét Nam van thé, nhung t6i
chéc chan phai thay d6i. Giong nhu 10 ctia Duong Tang ngay xura bai biét
vua Puong, “Khong 18y dugc chan kinh quyét khong tro ve.” Téi chang
nghi minh sé 1dy dwgc chan kinh, nhung t6i mudn minh phai thay d6i hoan
toan trudc khi quay lai qué xura.

Noi duwgc vai ngdn nglr. Yéu duoc tat ca ton gido. Dut bo dinh kién
va phan biét. Gdp nhitng con nguoi tuyét voi. Trd thanh nhitng con-ngwoi
khéac nhau.

Vang, tro thanh nhitng con nguoi khac nhau. Nhur hom nay t6i doc
dwoc cau noéi do6 cua Lao Tk, “Khi ban khong con la minh, ban tré thanh
nhitng gi ban c6 thée.”

Mot trong nhitng diéu hay bi hiéu nham nhat 1a cau néi “Hay la chinh
minh!” Ban-than 1a mét tha rat kho dinh nghia, va gitta nhitng nam 20 tudi
nay, toi nghi minh van dang di tim ban-thin cua minh. N6 nén la “Di tim
chinh minh” thay vi “Hay la chinh minh.” C6 nhitng khi ta nghi minh da
tim duoc, nhung mot thoi gian sau moi tha thay doéi. Toi ting nghi minh
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la mot nguoi hudng ngoai, mot ngroi thich kinh doanh, mot dira thong
minh, mot ké séng tao. Nhiéu lam.. . Danh sach d6 cw ngan di, dai ra, thay
d6i khong ngtng. Va toi nghl that ra moi ngay thdy mot bd mat khac cua
minh ké ra lai vui hon mdi ngay thitc day van thdy khuén mat c rich da
khong con phtt hop véi diéu minh mudn va hoan canh hién tai, nhung ta
khong chiu thao ra béi 1é ta ngd ngan tin vao cau noéi “Hay 1a chinh minh”
trong khi con chua tim dugc minh thuc su la ai. Thé nén c6 lan t6i va Zi
moi chup chung moét birc anh véi hai cau noéi khac nhau, “You don’t have to
be famous” va “You have to be famous.” Cling giong nhu ngheo kho, ngu dot,
lang 16, 1ang man; su ndi tiéng, su giau cd, sw thwc dung, ... tat ca moi thir —
déu khong sai. Néu co6 co hoi, t6i mudn minh trai qua tat ca nhitng diéu do.
To6i mudn minh sé 1a ké kiéu ngao va khiém tn, rong ndo va thong minh,
dinh kién va phéng khoémg Toi khéng thich nghéo khd 1am, nhung néu c6
Itic nao trong cudc song toi phal roi xudng day vat chat ctia xa hoi, xin ong
troi hay lu6n nhic nhé toi rang me t6i timg 1a dia tré sdng trong gia dinh
cO nguoi giup viec, sau do lai cing sau nguoi em di di tan nam 1975; da
tirng ngoi xe hoi di xem ca nhac va sau nay thai rau cho lon dn. Ba t6i tiing
1an 16i tr Quang Ngai vao Sai Gon thi Pai hoc véi hai & banh mi trong tui,
lai con bi nguoi ta moc sach tién. Thé ma sau nay ba van du tién mua cho
toi bat ky quyén sach nao t6i mudn doc vay.

DPéng sau mdi con nguoi la mot cau chuyén du dé viét nén bat ky cudn
tiéu thuyét hay ho nao; bat ké ho giau c6 hay ngheo kho, thong minh hay
ngu dét, sau sac hay rong tuéch, xinh dep hay xdu xi, lang man hay thuc

. Thé g101 nay nghi ra nhiéu label d€ ap dat lén tu’ng nguc)’l ttr do kéo
theo nhitng sac thai ng}ua tiéu cue va tich cuc. Nhung tat ca roi cling sé 1a
nguoi, ciing sé c6 nhiing cau chuyén, k& ca nhirng tén sat nhan va nhing vi
duoc phong thanh — tat ca ho déu duoc tao nén tir nhirng bui sao. Téi mudn
nghe tat ca nhiing cau chuyén cta nhlmg tap hop-bm sao dé. Toi mudn
biét li do dang sau no. Bdi ti c6 cam giac rang cang dé€ nhiéu s6 phan troi
vao tam tri cua minh, minh sé cang biét r6 ban-than la ai. N6i nhu Louis
C. K., “N0 khong phai cudc doi ctia-ban, no la cudc doi. Cude doi 1én hon
ban. Cudc doi khong phai tht ma ban cé dugc, né la thit ban tham gia vao
va ban chung kién.”

Sé’ng trong mot cudc-doi réng 16n nhwong &y va chang c6 gi thudc so
hitu ctia minh, t6i chang muén dinh nghia ban than trong mot vai tir han
hep, mot vai du dinh trudc mat, nhung nguoi toi da gap va nhung thir toi
da trai qua. Dang nao thi tdi ctia ngay mai ciing sé khac véi ngay hom nay,
khong nhiéu thi it. T6t nhat hay dé sy thay doi dy la mot diéu chu dong, 1
happen to it, hon la mot tht chang-dang-dimg, it happens to me.



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

Toi nghi minh sé thtt, sé di tim, sé tién xa hon nita va ding so lac 164,
Vi toi tin rang cudc sdng nay, khi minh da c¢d gang s6ng cho tron, sé 1a mot
hinh tron. Hinh tron tuong trung cho sy vién man. Di r6i sé c6 quay vé;
thit gi minh trét bo di nhung né thuc 1a ciia minh thi r6i sé quay lai. Néu
ct ding mai 0 diém xudt phat, niu gitt nhiing rang rit xwa cti, nguoi ta sé
khong bao gio di duoc hét vong tron.

Cho nhiing tong s& hanh trinh rdi sé 1a s6 chdn. Cho vong tron cta
cudc doi minh. Cho diém xuédt phat ma khi tro vé, toi biét minh da kh()ng
bao gio ngling lai gitra cthng Cho nhting con nguxyl ma t0i sé gap va sé tro
thanh, dau chi trong mét vai khoanh khac ngan ngti.

We celebrate the light of ourselves.

Rio \/mw

r ( : 5, v,
/W@Z /Lp : C6 nhiéu quang duong hang tram miles khéng cé mgt tram xdng nao, thé
nén luén phdi gzlﬂ binh xdng ddy hon mét nita. Khi chay nhimg doan duong nhu thé, t6t nhdt

thdy tram xang la dimng lai va dé luén.
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Ve Dallas

Dém hom d6 troi kha lanh, t6i 1ai xe tir treong vé nha rdi bong radio
chuyén sang bai nay,

“Sometimes I feel like I don’t have a partner
Sometimes 1 feel like my only friend is the city I'm living.”

Giai diéu bai héat cung chat giong von quyén ra kho cudng cua An-
thony Kiedis khién t6i nh¢ Dallas khong ta dugc. Phai chdng mdi tinh dau
luén dep nhat va dam sau nhat? Toi bat dau nhitng ngay thang du hoc ¢
xtt nguoi roi “dat bong héa tim hon” tu khi nao.

I - HO WHITE ROCK

Dallas tao cho toi mot cam gidc rat yén binh trong hai nam dau ¢
M¥, vira la vita quen, nhitng con duong cao tSc, cau vugt chang chit, 6
t6 chuyén dong trong mot bau khong khi trat ty cua tiéng 6n, ci nhue Da
Nang. Nhip diéu thanh phd rat binh yén. Sau nay biét 14i xe va kham pha
nhiéu ngdc ngach & Dallas, tdi van toan “chti rua” con duong cao tdc di
vao huyeén thoai I-635, nhung ti van tin Dallas giong Da Néng. Téi chang
thé nao vé biéu do dé so sanh dan tri hay mat bang do thi trén giay to; do6
chi 1a mé cam gidc mo hd. Sau nay ban yéu anh thit n, van ctt c6 cam giac
1a m&i tinh d4u, bi that tinh [An n ma van dau nhu chwa bao gio bi da, kiéu
thé! Toi dang cd bién minh cho vai su khac biét ro rét vé tiét troi hai thanh
phd cdch nhau ca mot dai dwong day. Da Néng 1a thanh phd bién, cé sdng
va nui, da dang dia hinh. Dallas nam siu trong luc dia, néng va kho, ho
con phai do ngwoi tir dao ra méi cé.

T6i hom do, toi dang twdong tiong minh vira l4i xe ra khoi bai do ctia
khu nha tr¢ Indigo On Forest, ré trai doc theo con duong Audelia, € trai ¢

Buckingham, rdi ré phai & Greenville va ghé vao Tapioca House mua mot
li tra xanh c6 mui bac ha, khong tran chau. Toi ct ngoi than tho do6 gitra
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man dém, ¢ vai dita chau A di ngang qua néi chuyén rom ra. Lé ra toi nén
goi Zi ra day dé lam nhiing viéc xua cti, ndi vé chuyén gia dinh, ban be, sy
nghiép, roi lai thang nay anh kia, ca ti thtt mau me trong cudc séng ct nhu
mdy hot jelly xanh do trong li tra ctia hai dira. Hodc t6i sé goi Rio lai xe 40
phut 1én day, ca dam sé di ra ho White Rock. Chi 1a di tim mot thdi quen
ma da hinh thanh noi t6i trong su6t thoi gian ¢ Dallas.

H6 White Rock gan thanh phd va phu ngap mau xanh. Mbi d6 he vé
noi day lai ruc rd nhitng tham hoa vang — noi t6i da tlmg nam lan ra dé ...
chup hinh. Thay vi ngam binh minh trén bién Pham Van Dong, t6i cing
bao lan “bon chen” di ngém mat troi moc trén hd White Rock. Dot d6 toi
quyét tam 30 ngay tha thach — cach ly véi thé giéi mang xa hoi (Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Blog...) Rio va t6i thitc t6i sang, udng voi ly café den
con bdc khdi, 14i xe ra ho va hit tho chat khong khi tinh khoi ltc troi con
to mo sdng. White Rock gan lién véi rdt nhiéu ki niém, vé nhitng mét nhoc
lo toan, nhitng niém vui nho nho, nhitng sé chia thuong nhat, nhitng budi
hen ho vui choi, nhitng ltc séng trén ho rat yén ma long nguoi c¢ mai non
nao diéu gi. Cé mot budi chiéu nao do, ca ba dia ching t6i mang kem va
tra chanh trong ly Starbucks ra White Rock, hay dém trang ram nao dé toi
va Rio d¢a mang dau ra ngdi ngay ¢ chiéc cau gd nay rdi hat vu vo bén canh
mot dam nhoc Mexico. Khong biét dém d6 tui nho ¢d cau duoc con ca nao
khong...

II — CAFE

Toi bat dau udng café tir khi sang My va nhanh chéng thich nghi
v6i hai th mui café rat dac trung, Arabica va Columbia. Toi cling da ting
ti pha dwoc cho minh mot ly latte thom khoi hodc café Sai Gon dam da.
Toi duoc dip dén tham thu vai tiém café dia phuwong trong trung tam thanh
ph6. Hom d6 la Tan dau Zi chup cho tap chi thoi trang. Téi ng6i gon trong
chiéc ghé s6 pha do, nhin cady duong cam va vai bttc vé trén tuong. Anh
chang pha ché vui tinh va rat xoi 16i, gidi thiéu lién tuc vé mot vai thic
udng cua tiém. Toi nghi that lung, “Trung Nguyén Viét Nam minh ngon
thé ma sao & day khong cé nhi?” Chi la ¢ gitta x nguoi, tdi bong them mot
huong vi rat qué nha.

The Pearl Cup la mot quan café khac nam ¢ khu kha “thwong luu” ctia

Dallas. Chi pha ché dua cho t6i chiéc cdc that to, ly latte dwoc vé hinh chiéc
14, vi dang dang va ngon ngot tan trén dau luwdi ma dong lai ca mot budi
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sang. Zi bao mdy dira dén day toan hoc sinh cua treong SMU! ma ching
toi hay dua la “Southern Millionaire University” (Truzong cuia cac trieu phu
mién Nam). Nang ngap ca phd Henderson, t6i va Zi chon mot ngay that
li twdng d€ ra ngoai va dao quanh khu Art District toa lac ngay trung tam
Dallas, cach The Pearl Cup khodng vai phut l4i xe. Chung t6i di ngang qua
vai khu trién 1am va nha hat. Vao mot dém thang muwoi hai, Rio, Zi, va toi
ngoi ngay O bai co nay, roi bang quo mai véi cudc doi. Chang toi ct cup
hat hwédng duong gitra mudn trang tleng curoi dua | Xung quanh cua bay tré
con dang chay 1én chay xudng cay cau thang xoan 8¢ ¢ cong vién Klyde
Warren.

Nhiing ngay cudi cung ¢ Dallas, t6i ding 0 trén ban cong ctia nha
kich Kalita Humphreys — mdt trong ba nha hat kich cta kién tric su Frank
Lloyd Wright — va cau ban khang khang day la cong trinh yéu thich nhat
ctia 6ng nén linh hén van vat vieong dau day trén san khau. Man ha xudng,
tiéng ai 0oan cua nhan vat chinh khép lai ca vo bi nhac kich. Dém do6 lai xe
qua cau 75, Dallas bén tay trai v6i qua cau tron xoay xoay va khung nha
vién xanh 1a ndi bat. Dallas chi ¢6 vay do6 thoi ma sao long nguoi ¢t mai
thwong nho.

III — DALLAS

Toi c6 cam gidc néu bay gio toi ré trai hay vong sang phai, nhiing
con dudng quen thudc dén ndi, moi dam lai khiéhn toi nhé dén mot manh ki
niém nao d6, mot ai d6, mot ban nhac nao do, rat than quen ma tya ca thap
ki sap bi m8c meo. Sau gan nam su ban chuyén nha, chi trong vong ban
kinh hai ddm, t6i da trai qua khong biét bao nhiéu bién chuyén va 16n 1én
cung nhitng trai nghiém dang nhé ¢ ngay tai Dallas nay. C6 mot diéu rat
la, con nguoi dan gia di véi thoi gian va kinh nghiém, nhung Dallas dang
ngay mot tré hon va nhip séng sinh dong hon. T6i duwong nhu thdy minh
dang di nguoc lai voi thach thirc cua dinh luat cudc song, t6i dang thay
minh mai tré khi 6 bén thanh phd nay!

lri% \/a,

1 SMU: Southern Methodist University
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Taken on Christmas Eve—We had to celebrate it on the road and we didn’t mind at all.
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Ban thuoc ve suon ntii béen nao?

Cudi mita he 2010
Auburn — Yakima, bang Washington

[ - BEN NAY VA BEN KIA

Budi sang muia he nam 4y, t6i cd gang day that som va di bd dén
truong. Ngbi treong nam gan ndi, tir ctra s8 phong tro c¢6 thé nhin thay
dinh Mt. Rainier tuyét phu noi tiéng cua bang Washington. Mot vai lan
t6i hoi ban be xung quanh xem c6 ai mudn dén ddy choi khong, cau tra 1oi
nhan duoc tit nhitng ngwoi da di 1a, “Co gi dau. Dén gan toan rac khong
a.” Thé'la t6i chwa bao gio dat chan dén Mt. Rainier.

R6i mot lan trueong tuyén sinh vién dai dién di dy Hoi thao Pa Van
hoa, bao gom cac treong trong khu vue. Chi phi an ¢ di lai sé dwoc tai tro
toan bd. Toi dang ky 1ay may, khong hiéu thé nao lai duwoc chon. Chung toi
sé dén Yakima, m¢t thanh phd nam trong thung liing nai Mt. Rainier bén
sueon DBong.

Auburn - thanh ph6' t6i dang & - nam 6 swon Téy don gid bién vao
quanh nam. Chung toi song trong nhitng ngay muwa am u trién mién, gma
nhitng hang cay xanh mudt mat, thang hodc méi co nhung ngay nang
hiém hoi dé€ cdc ban My ctt tha ho ndm phoi nang gitta san truong. Troi
mua nhiéu d&n mitc 1am lc t6i thay tinh than ctia minh ung thdi ca ra,
nhat 1a khi qué nha ctia minh bén kia dai duong la vung nhiét déi quanh
ndm sang ruc anh mat troi.

Sang hom &y troi c6 chut nang, bau troi thoang mot mau xanh nhat
trong vat. Trong chiéc xe van 7 cho huong thang vé phia Mt. Rainier, toi
la con bé Chau A duy nhat; con lai c6 vai ban ngum My va Hispanic. T6i
hom trude d6 toi chi ngti von ven nam tiéng thé nén vira 1én xe, lap bap
dwoc vai cau chao khong dau vao dau, toi da lan ra ngu ngon lanh. Giac
ngt khong rd 1a bao 1au, chi biét rang khi mé mat ra tdi nhin thay dinh Mt.



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

Rainier. Toi nhin thay tuyét gitta mua he, nhin thady mwa roi xam ca mién
khong gian nhot nhat, nhin thay nhung mat ho dong bang Dinh Mt. Rain-
ier ma bao nhiéu lau t6i ngam ttr ctra s6 phong tro ctia minh, nay da nam
dwdi banh xe dang lan khong ngung. Téi 6 gang ghi nhé cang nhiéu hinh
anh cang t6t, boi 18 c6 dieu gi do trong tdi mach bao rang sé rat 1au, rat lau
sau nay t6i méi quay lai noi day. Tuyét dong thanh tang bén dwong di, trén
nhiing tang cay 14 kim da ding cam chon noi ngat ngheo dé€ dam choi.

Trong xe dang xap xinh mot bai rap do khong chiu dugc, co 1é cling
ngang ngtta voi nhitng tham hoa am nhac & nha. Téi thodng nhd mat troi
vira ndy con nhin thdy. Hai luéng suy nghi xuat hién dong thoi trong tam
tri toi.

A, nwée My ciing co tham hoa dm nhac.

Tai sao chi mot gidc ngii thdi ma canh sdc thay doi dén vdy? Nham mit la dén
mot noi khdc. Hinh dnh vé mt troi biéh mat va tuyét xudt hién trang mo cd mién
khong gian chi sau mot gidec mong thodng qua. Toi bong thidy minh dang nghi vé
cudc doi nay, nhwng cing khong nhiéu nhin gi lim. Ai dé di lam con dwong vurot
qua dinh nii nay. Ai do da di nhitng chuyén tau xuyén dai dwong. Ai do da bién
chiéc may bay ctia anh em nha Wright thanh nhitng chuyén bay thwong mai vin
chuyén hang triéu du khich moi nam. Ai dé da phong du thuyén lén khong gian.
Nhuwng di dén dau thi loai nguwoi moi tim dwoc chinh minh?

Toi quay sang 6 gé'mg trao doi vai cau véi nhfrng nguoi ban di cing.
Tiéng Anh cta t6i luc &y khé té (co 16 dén gio van te), long thdm mong ai
d6 lam on tit gitim bai nhac rap kinh khung kia. Noi duoc vai cau lai chang
biét néi gi, nhac thi van doi 4m am vao tai; t6i danh dwa mat nhin ra ngoai
ctra soO.

Tt lac &y, toi bat dau nhin thdy nhitng diéu ky diéu.

T6i nhin thay canh sac thay d6i nhu mot thude phim hoat hinh. Tuyét
dan bién mat, thay vao dé la swon nui khoé néng véi nhiing bui savan. Ya-
kima chi cach Auburn khoang hai gio lai xe, nhung thé nhudng khi hau

chang khac gi hai théi cuc.

Luc budce xudng xe, tdi nghi, “Lai mot noi khac, rat khac.”
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11 - TOI LA CON BE CHAU A DUY NHAT O DAY,

Vao thoi gian d6 ¢ mot vu viéc khd néng néi lén trén Youtube. Mot
c6 sinh vién da trang téc Vang ctua Dai hoc California tai Los Angeles dang
tai doan clip ché bai sinh vién Chau A thwong néi to, mat trat tu trong thu
vién, anh hu’ong dén khong khi hoc tap xung quanh. Vu viéc d6 gay nén
mot 1an séng phan ddi, ram ran nhitng thong tin cho rang cd ta sé bi dudi
hoc vi tdi ky thi chung toc. thzng Youtuber chau A tham chi con lam ca
clip phan d6i hodc ché giéu co.

Khi sy viéc &y duoc dem ra ban luan trong phong hop nho nho, ca
nhom quay sang nhin t6i boi 1€ toi la sinh vién chau A duy nhat hién dién.
Bang von tiéng Anh tric tric ciia minh, tdi néi:

“La mot nguoi Chau A, di nhién toi khong thé ding veé phla co ay
Nhlmg cling chinh vi 1a mot nguoi chau A, ca nhan t6i khong cé ac cam
gi. Chinh t6i cling nhiéu lan chiing kién nhu’ng sinh vién chau A khéc néi
chuyen On ao trong thu vién. Diéu ay co6 xay ra. Chung ta ai cling c6 mat
tot va mat xau. Toi nghi khi ai d6 ché bai mat xau ctia minh, hay im lang va
cai thién ban than. Toi chang thich gi viéc ai d6 dang clip ch& gleu c6 dy. No
chi lam hinh anh nguoi chau A t& hon ma thdi. Néu ai d6 lam viéc gi khong
tot voi ban, ban khong thé lam viéc tuwong tu v6i ho d€ chitng minh minh
t6t hon. Ban im ldng va chitng minh bang hanh dong cho ca thé gisi thay.”

Sau cau tra loi é’y c6 mot khoang im lang ngan (c6 1& vi ho van dang
rang hi€u xem tdi vira noi gi). R6i mot ¢6 ban Hispanic téc nau n01 v01 toi,
“May la dita chau A ma tao thich néi chuyén nhat tir truedc téi gio.”

“Cam on.” — toi tra 10oi.

“Lat nira day tao cach chup anh tu swong nha. Mo to mét va chu méi
ady. Tao nghiné de thuwong. Tui may con hay gio hai ngén tay ltic chup hinh
nira chie.”

Toi nhin vao mat c6 ay va cuoi that to. Chung ti cung phd ra cuoi.

Khi da mang mot mau da, mot mau mat cu thé nao d6, ban khong thé
tranh khoi viéc bi dan nhan va dinh kién. Ngu’cyl chau A gioi toan, 14i xe do,
con gai chau A chup anh chu méi gio hai ngén tay. Doi khi ban con bi dan
nhan ttr chinh nhitng nguoi cing mot cong dong voéi minh. Nhung chinh
ban moi la nguoi sé chitng minh ho ding hay sai. Va cting chi ¢ chinh ban
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moi ¢ thé day mdt c6 nang Hispanic cach mé to mat cho that ngay tho, d&
101 6 &y tdm tac, “Tao thich kiéu chup hinh nay ctia mdy dia chau A tui
bay roi d6 nha.”

Khi nghe nhu thé, ban sé chon suy nghi nao, kho chiu vi bi dinh kién,
hay pha ra cwoi, cuoi that nhiéu, that thoai mai? Toi chon cach thi hai, dé
roi sau d6 co ay day t6i cdch chui the bang t1eng Hispanic, va tra 10i cau hoi
1au nay tdi van thac mac ma khong dam hoi ai.

“Tai sao dan Mexico tui may lai vueeot bién bat hop phap qua My nhiéu
thé? Tao di chg thay c6 nhiing dira 18, 19 tudi; tiéng Anh khong biét mot
chit, lam viéc 24/7, lwong beo bot, khong ¢ bao hiém. Twong lai cua tui nd
o dau chu?”

“Con hon & nha may a. O nha khong c6 tién. Qua bén nay con duoc it
dong. May man c6 khi kiém dwgc thé xanh ¢ lai.”

Toi gat gt nhung chang néi gi. Didu d6 xay ra khong chi riéng voi
nguoi Mexico.

III - VAI DONG VE NUI NON
Luc tro vé Auburn, toi ¢6 viét mot doan thé nay:

“Dén mot ving dat la, thit ma toi dé dﬁng cam khong phai la nang,
khong pha1 la mua (nhu “mua roi khong can phlen dich” kiéu Tran Dan),
ma la nui. Nhuzng ngon nudi nam hoa minh véi bau troi. Nai & Pa Nang
thap va xanh mau bién, Sai Gon it nii non, Ha N&i toi chua thay, Y tdi chua
dén, ... nhung néu thdy mot ngon nui, du xanh hay xdm, du tuyét phu hay
do méu, 0 bat ky dau chang nira, cam xtc dang lén trong mot nguoi rat tré
han ludn 1a cau hoi “Phia bén kia c6 gi?”’

Phia bén kia sé c6 mot diéu gi do rat khac véi bén nay. Nhung ca hai
phia khac nhau &y déu chia sé chung mot dinh nai da ngan can ho nhin
thay nhau.

Ai s& vuot qua dinh nui dé duoc nhin thdy diéu khac biét dy? Ai sé tro

vé ma van chua hidu dwoc? Ai sé mot ngay vuot dai duong ménh mong,
trong long in béng hinh anh ngon nti qué nha, khéc wéc mat nhan ra trong
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tam minh chang con gitt y niém suwon bén nay — bén kia, chi con mot noi
tha huong da diét?

Rio \/Mh

r ( ; S, N, 2
/W@Z /{/ﬁ . Hdu nhu nhimg tram xdng déu cé nudc nong. Co thé mang mi ly theo va
xin nudc nong & tram xang dé an doc dong.
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‘Toi da danh roi dieu gi do ¢
Grand Canyon

03/ 2013
Grand Canyon, bang Arizona

hang 2 nam 2013, t6i dang nam trén giwdng cua Iris, than van vé cudc
song nham chan khong c6 gi dac biét. Toi hoi Iris:

“Pi dau choi cho vui di mi...”

Lc &y trong dau toi nghi sé 14i xe ra hd White Rock, hodc di mua sam,
xem phim gi d6. Nhung cau tra 10i ctia con bé lai rat khac.

”U, di Grand Canyon di chi.”

QR

Grand Canyon. Hém nui hung vi bac nhat thé gidi, thir thach caa
nhitng tay leo nui 130 luyén, ndm & phia bac bang Arizona kho can néng
ray. Cai tén d6 da ndm trong danh sach nhitng noi can phai di trudc ca khi
t6i dit chan dén My. Cai tén d6 cling nam trong danh sach nhitng noi toi
mudn chia sé cung mot nguoi ban ddc biét. Nhung thémg 2 d6 khi toi va
ban khong gap nhau nita, t6i khong hé may may nghi rang minh sé dat
chan lén Grand Canyon.

“Lam sao di dwoc?” — t61 hoi Iris.

“Thi ¢6 gi dau ma khong. Chuan bj tir gio téi ky nghi Xuan, thang 3
ludn ma. Bi nghe?!”

“U thi di.”
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Khong biét bao nhiéu Chuyen di ctia chiing toi da duoc bat dau bang
caunéi “U thi di.” dén tir miéng ca ba dita. N6 khong manh mé nhu khau
hiéu “Just do it!” cua Nike. Ching t6i khong c6 sy diing cam cta nhung
ngvzm manh mé hay duoc nhic dén trong sach béo, 1én duong bang quyet
tam va hao hitc mudn phan. Cau néi “U thi di.” chita trong do6 nhitng ngap
ngung gap khuc, nhitng bang khuang va ca so hai khi ctia ba dita du hoc
sinh, tién bac khong du da may, cudc song thuong ngay con bao nhiéu lo
toan khé ma dé lai phia sau. Nhung rét cudc chting t6i van di, t thi di, doi
x0 dén dau thi minh nga dén ddy vay.

Va trong mot thoang toi nghi dén nguoi ban cq, “0), minh dinh di chd
nay v6i cau. Nhung bay gio minh di véi ban khac. Nhu thé ¢ budn khong
nhi?”

Nhung t6i khong dé suy nghi &y dong lai trong dau dwoc lau. Toi d€
no troi di, boi 18 ¢6 nghi dén cling khong thé lam gi dwoc. Ban duong du
thay do6i nhung Grand Canyon van con d6. C6 khi nhu thé'lai 1a mét diéu
hay boi 1€ gio day toi sé thuong lam mot ky quan ma khong hé bi chi phdi
boi nhitng tinh cam khac. T6i nghi nd gidng véi viéc moi thit quay lai dung
vi tri ban dau ctia n6 hon. “Nguoi nao, vat nao, chd ndy” — nhu trong mot
cau chuyén co tich cua Andersen.

Hay dé chuyén di lén Grand Canyon chi la vi Grand Canyon, vi vé
dep hang triéu nam ma t6i da ngudng ma tit 1au, tir trede khi nguoi ta xuat
hién trong doi minh.

oQREYe

Chuyé'n di gobm c0 Iris, anh Binh va t6i; nhiing ngéy mua xuan 2013
dy Zi dang & Han. Mai sau nay con bé van ham huc vi chting tdi di Grand
Canyon ma khong c6 né. Nhung t6i chang may khi doi ai dé 1am gi; cit dén
dung thoi diém, cam thay da duyén la khoi su vay thoi.

Chang duong tit Dallas dén Grand Canyon la Tan dau tién t6i 1ai xuyén
bang qua dém. C6 bao nhiéu diéu nho nhdt nhung tha vi danh cho ké lan
dau lam mot diéu gi d6: hé thong ctra hang tién loi tuyét voi & My trai dai
dén tiing ngdc ngach, tirng hém nui, hoang mac, thung lung; nha vé sinh
sach sé& luén day du gidy, nudc va xa phong rira tay; nuwdc néng mién phi,
cung 1dm chi tdn mot nu cwdi va mot cAu hoi rén rén, “Cho tao xiu nude
néng duoc khong?” Néu hai lan trudc, xuéng mién Nam va 1én bo Dong,
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nudc My lam t6i ban loan vi canh dep nhu mot dira con gai méi niet mat
duoc thdy my nam, thi lan nay han t6i 1én hon chut xiu, da du tinh toan
nay no dé lang minh lai, bat dau dé€ y nhitng su kha “vat chat” nhu thé.
Cang dé y lai cang yéu noi nay. Cang lai xe ltic ba bon gio sang bang qua
hoang mac, gdap duoc mot cira hang tién loi sang den dm cung va nhiét
tinh, lai cang thdy minh thuc dung qud, c&t phai thé nay méi yéu co.

Chung toi co ric vao mot ctra hang nhuw thé d€ an mi go1 va khong
dau vao dau, ngay gitra khi dang cat xtc xich cho vao c8c mi bdc khoi,
t6i bong nhé. Noi nhé chénh vénh day lén trong nguoi, chua du dong lai
thanh moét cau noéi hay &nh mat, nhung twra nhw khoi mong luan quan mai
khéng tan. Toi nao c6 nhé chan &m ném ém, ciing chang phai d6 an du
mon, hay gia dinh, hay Viét Nam; nhuw truede khi khoi hanh t6i dua voi Iris,
“Khong khéo di nira dtrfjng lai khéc nhé nha doi ve.” Khéng, toi muon di
tiép, t6i hdo hirc mudn 1ai cho hét chang dvzo'ng kia dé€ gdp Grand Canyon
da mong ngong tir lau. Nhu’ng ndi nhé van con day. Chiang danh cho ai
hay noi nao cu thé. Thay nhé vay thoi.

C6 Ic t6i nghi rang véi mot s8 ngudi, ndi nhé kidu nhu thé sé con
xudt hién thang hodc, khong bao gio bién mat hoan toan trong cudc doi
ho, nhat 1a nhﬁ’ng ké tha huzcmg ttr khi con tré ma trét mang tam hon man
cam. Tudi tho ¢ noi nay véi nguoi nay, tudi tré & noi khac véi nguoi khac.
Chuyen nha, d6i ban, luu lac gitta tha nhan. An sau trong tiém thirc tala 'y
thitc vé nhitng gan b roi day sé roi xa. Tit nhitng ngay con hoa nién, anh
mat da biét thau thi dén nhitng ving dat méi, nhitng con nguoi khéc; da
biét nh¢d thuong hién tai. Ma hién tai nao da mat, thé nén ndi nhé ct quan
quanh khong biét tan 0a vao dau.

Hay nhin ctra hang tién 1oi chiing t6i dang ngoi, Iris, anh Binh va toi.
Khi nao ching toi sé quay lai day, an mi nhu thé nay’ Toi c6 thé quay lai
day, nhung chua han véi hai nguodi nay. Va ho ciing sé quay lai day chua
han véi toi. Néu c6 du ca ba, chung t0i c6 dén dung tiém nay? Va c6 an mi
ly? Véi xtic xich ba dong mét gdi mua ¢ WalMart? Dén d6 khi anh Binh 24,
toi 22 va Iris 21? Bat chap tat ca nhing phép mau va sy ky diéu trén doi,
kha nang d6 sé khong bao gio xay ra. Vii tru khong cd thoi gian quan tam
dén nhitng cudc hanh ngo nho nhdt gitra ba con nguwoi binh thuzcmg, mot
ctra tiém tién loi, vai géi mi va xtc xich. Khoanh khac nay sé mat di mai
mai, nhe ténh nhuw mot hat cat vd nghia. Va t6i, dén cudi doi tdi nghi minh
s€ mat ca mot bai bién. Bai bién trang min nhuw bai bién qué nha ma ngay
xtra t6i van hay ra choi va khong may may ban tam dén tuong lai.
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No6i dén twong lai (nhw ndy gio téi van dang huyén thuyén)

Khi ding ¢ Grand Canyon phong tam mat bao tron canh vat tréng 1¢
trudc mat, toi lai tw hoi khi nao minh quay lai day.

A, hay dé't6i miéu ta Grand Canyon nhu thé nao. Co6 nhfrng noi la vién
ma ndo dep nhat toi timg thdy, véi nhuzng duong van luwon vong khong 16
mau d6 déu tam tap. C6 nhung nép da xép thanh hoa van nhan nai hang
triéu nam, nhlrng tru da duoc “quy hoach” nhut mot thanh phd kiéu met-
ropolitan cua da, va nhu’ng dong nudc Chay xanh ngat, bi 4n ludn lach qua
dat dai kho can han ca “nép nhan.” Khi miéu ta lai cho Zi tdi da néi thé nay,
“Cé nhiéu canh minh thdy dep trén anh, dén noi lai khong nhu mong doi.
Trudc khi dén tao cling hoi lan tan, so sé that vong. Nhung nhitng birc anh
chup Grand Canyon khong ndi d6i may a, tham chi néi khong du dy. Do la
noi mot dira vé van dwa may anh lén bam nat cting ¢ thé chup duoc anh
dep.” Zi di nhién khong dong y véi két luan ay, nhung tdi van nhat muc
gitt nguyén y kién ctia minh. Néi cho céng bang, chuan muc vé “anh dep”
cua toi cling thap hon ctuia Zi, nhung t6i dam bao ban sé khong tim dwoc
btec anh nao ctia Grand Canyon trén mang ma dep hon nhiing gi mat ban
c6 thé truc tiép nhin thay.

Ngay xuwa me hay trach toi kiéu ngao. Téi khong biét minh c6 that vay
khong, nhung khi ding gitta Grand Canyon, t6i cling trom nghi cé khi
nhuw thé. Ttr diém nay nhin ra, tir trén cao nhin xudng, co thé hoi chong
chénh nhung tinh than lai hoa ra cung tao vat. Nhitng lac tinh than duwoc
giai phong nhu thé, t6i chang thé nao nghi minh nho bé hay vo nghia nhu
nguxyl ta hay miéu ta trong sdch mdi lan d6i dién véi thién nhién. O ngay
noi nay c6 mot sit hoa hgp khang khit, mot su giao cam hoan toan, va toi
cam thdy nhu duoc vé lai mot nép nha nao d6 ma biét dau minh da roi xa
ttr van van ki€p trude. Biét dau minh ting la mot nhanh cay moc cheo leo
trén mot vach da vo danh ¢ Grand Canyon? Hay la mot than day mong
manh 14n khuét gitra hang thuy bach cao vat noi ho Caddo Lake? Kiép nay
toi duwoc lam nguoi d€ ching giam cho vé dep cua Grand Canyon. Khong
c6 t6i, khong cé hang triéu du khach khac thi Grand Canyon van sing
sttng trang 1& day thoi, nhung my nhan khéng cé mat ngu%bi nhin thi my
nhan c’[ep voi ai? Hinh nhw toi nghe c6 ai phan d6i, tiéng ndi bat binh phé
phan rang k1ep nhan sinh ngan ngu1 vO thuong, cd sao dam sanh véi thién
nhién truong ton. Néu noi vé su vo thuong thi mot triéu ndm ctia Grand
Canyon cling ngan ngul 1am chtt 6 1au dai bt tan gi cho cam. Puoc vai
tram ndm con nguoi ngam nhin thé nay biét dau vui hon triéu ndm mon
méi cd don, dep chang dé lam gi. Nghi nhue thé qua c6 phan ngao man,
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nhung t6i con tré qua thi biét lam thé nao. No6i chung la ngay hom ay toi
vui nhu gap tri ky, ngang hang phai Itta néi chuyén cing nhau, chtt ciing
khong thdy nho bé gi cho cam.

Va boi vé dep cua Grand Canyon, boi cam giac vé lai nép nha that lac
ay ma toi cit hoi mai khong thoéi, “Khi nao minh sé quay trd lai?” Mot khi
da di du lich, khong mdy ai quay lai noi minh titng dén du né dep dén thé
nao. Diéu nay twa nhu moét cau noi tdi doc dwgc trén Internet, dai y ndi
bu6n 16n nhat khi di du lich 1a biét ban sé khong quay lai noi nay cho du
ban yéu né nhiéu. Xin 16i. Xin 18i.

Trong ltic dting trén Ay, Iris c6 néi vdi t6i rang han phai rdt 1au nita né
moai ¢ co hoi quay lai Grand Canyon. Nhung khi co hoi &y dén c6 1€ no6
ciing khong di. “Bdi 1€ Itic &y em khong con la em cua bay gio, em khong
con tré trung va ti do nhu bay gio.”

Khong ai trong hai dita nghi duegc rang chin thang sau, trong Winter
Trip, toi va Iris lai c6 dip lai ngang Arizona mét lan nita. C6 1€ Itic &y chiing
t6i chi cach Grand Canyon chua dén 100 mile. nhung ching t6i ctt thé ma
di thang.

oGREe

Lai xe ra khoi cong chinh thitc ctia cong vién quéc gia Grand Canyon,
chting t6i phat hién ra mot ria dat bi bo quén boi 1€ nguoi ta chi cham cham
thang tién vao khu cong vién dang sau canh cdng. Tt ria dat nay, nhin 1én
la bau troi mo rong, nhin xudng la vic sadu c¢d dong song udn lwon len lach
qua cac btrc vach da. Khung canh dep dén nghen 10i. Toi da ding noi ria
dat d6, mii chan cdch mép vuc 1 cm, phéng tam mat ra khong gian xung
quanh va tan huong cam giac dudi chan t6i la thién nhién ky vi cua hang
triéu ndm. Cam giac tuyét dén ngan dy mot phan vi khong cd ai ngoai
chung t6i ¢ d6. Chi cd ba dira va dat troi Grand Canyon. Va trudce khi roi
khoi vue d4 bi bo quén, chung toi da quay mot clip gao thét tén Zi.

Ngay hom ay, toi da tham nghi dén mot bai hoc bat thanh van ludn

duoc luu truyén gitta nhitng tam hon dang tré: nhitng gi duoc rao lai va
dung cong khong phai ludn 1a thit t6t nhat, va hau nhu khong thé la tht

vui nhat.
Rio \/va
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8594 Miles, already 8 hours away from our home, on our way to see the world.

Golden beard grass and the golden sunset
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Austin nhung ngay day ndng

08/ 2013
Austin, bang Texas

hang t6i roi Dallas vao tam 8 gio tdi, chay voi dén anh ban dé1dy emer-

gency kit' cho xe ctia Iris mac du doan dwong di khong qua dai nhung
can than van hon. Mai dén gan 9 gio ca dam méi roi Dallas di Austin duoc.
Ttr sau Han Qudc, cai nhiét huyét mudn duoc di day doé cua toi cang ngay
cang lon. Va t6i muon di day do cang nhiéu cang tdt, trong luc toi con c6
thé. Nhu cau “Carpe Diem,” biét dau ngay mai sé khong dén hodc hang ta
thir s& ap xudng dau tdi trong twong lai gan va thé 1a toi chang bao gio di
dau duoc.

D€ ngan can viéc ban than ct lién tuc doi ké hoach di kham pha thé
gidi, ltc Rio con ¢ Viét Nam, t6i khoi xudng viéc mang “3594 miles” tro lai
bang mot chuyén di nho nhé. “3594 miles” 1a mot blog ma Rio, Iris, va toi
chung tay lam — chi la mot trang ghi lai hanh trinh 16n 1én, truong thanh,
kham pha nuéc My (va hy vong sau nay sé con la nhiéu noi khac nira),
dai khai 1a thé. C6 1€ viét cho nguoi thi it ma cho ching t6i thi nhiéu. Céi
tén “3594 miles” dén tir mot lan chung t6i dinh di sang phia Tay, 1én dén
Niagara Fall ndm ¢ gitta New York va Canada nhung dén gan thoi diém
xuét phat thi toi lai viém mang tdi, thé'1a van chua di dwgc. Chting tdi van
gitr cai tén nay cho blog, nhu mot khoi dau da dinh san va mot ngay nao
do, ca ba dira chuing t6i sé ditng ¢ thac niwdc nay, nhay nhoét sung sudéng vi
gidc mo da thanh sy that.

oGREe

Sau nhiéu lan ban bac, k& hoach di San Antonio chuyén thanh di Aus-
tin, mdc du t6i xuéng Austin duoc vai lan truede do. Toi chic chdn 1 thich
tro lai nhitng noi toi tiing dén, cam giac nhw tré vé mot noi quen thudc.
Nhung cung lac, t6i thich di dau dé la d€ kham phé thém dat nudec My xinh
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dep nay. D6i véi t6i, Austin ¢6 1€ la thanh phé dep nhat va dang yéu nhat
trong ti€éu bang Texas. Vi mot downtown? mang day vé cd kinh, nhiing
quan café nho trén duong, nhitng nha hang dam chat Texas va nhitng quan
bar rat nwéc My kiéu thap nién 90. Austin con noi tiéng la mot thanh phd
ctla Am nhac, dac biét Indie Rock—thé loai t6i rat thich. Nam 2012, anh
cua toi duoc trién 1am & Austin, thé'1a t6i lai duoc dip dén day. Dao quanh
Sixth Street’ lttng danh, c6 nhitng nghé si dtrong phd biéu dién rat dang
yéu. Ho ct tap trung choi nhac, mac cho c6 nguoi du’ng lai lang nghe hay
khong. C6 nhiéu 18 hoi va chuong trinh am nhac ¢ Austin nhung t6i van
chua c6 dip duoc tham gia cai nao. Co 1€ phai xtc tién nhanh thoi truede khi
toi dén chan ngan Texas va chuyén di dau mat dép.

Va a thi Iris khong 14i xe ban dém t6t, nhan dip Rio lai mét kinh mot
cach chan ngét, téi dam nhiém viéc 14i xe tir Dallas d&n Austin. Muoi gio
dém, chung t6i ghé tam Waco (cach Dallas tim mdt gio rudi vé phia nam)
dé nghi ngoi mét ti cho xe tién thé xa hoi. Nghi ciing c6 chut buén cuoi.
Ngay xwa lai xe di San Francisco, chi t6i lai ttr Dallas dén El Paso tan tam
tiéng moi du’ng lai nghi. Day thi méi c6 tam mot tiéng da giai lao nhu la
di dau xa lam roi. Nhu’ng cam giac di gitta dém, doan duong cao toc Vang
tanh, hai bén la cay cGi va béng dém chay dai van nhu thé. Téi yéu lam
nhuzng ltc dwoc O trén nhiing con duong dai khong cd két thuc. Ck dap
ga va chay theo tuyén duong 1-35S, khong quan tam dén luc nao sé dung
lai. Nhitng khoanh khic nhuw thé, tAm trang cam thdy rt tinh va binh yén.

RGP

Xe Iris chi choi duoc dia CD, thé 1a né va toi 1am han vai dia s&n cho
doan duong nhung cudi cung chi moi hai trong mét ti CD &y chay dwoc
nhac. C6 mot diéu toi phai viét lai la nhitng bai hat di cuing ching t6i sudt
may tiéng dong ho—mot thir dong vai tro kha quan trong néu ban dang
1ai xe du ngoan vi nhitng bai hat ay sé gop phan tao nén cai khong khi va
“ltra” trong xe. Tén cua Iris cling ttt trong bai /77s cia Goo Goo Dolls—bai
ta yéu thich cua ca ba ching toi. Tré tréu thay, sudt ca cai dia, dén ngay bai
nay thi lai bi xwdc, nghe nhu DJ dang mix nhac giat giat, mdc du trinh d¢
cua DJ nay khong ngang ngtra Avicii la mdy. Nhung may thay, doan cudi
bai thi moi thit lai binh thuong. Thé'la néu ban tinh co dang 1ai xe trén I-35S
vao ngay lac day, cd 1é ban sé hoang hét nhin ngang xe ching t6i—vi ba
dtra con gai dang hét 1ay hét d€ doan diép khuc véi ba tong giong khong
dong diéu cting khong giong ti gi voi bai nhac goc.

“And I don’t want the world to see me
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"Cause I don’t think that they’d understand
When everything’s made to be broken
I just want you to know who I am.”

Lan d4au tién ca ba chung t6i di kham pha thé gidi cung nhau, va cai
cam giac dy c6 1€ tuyét voi dén muc gidy but va hinh anh cting kho ¢6 thé
lru lai duoc. Ching t6i cwoi véi nhau va chia sé voi nhau nhiéu thie. Sau
thdng khong gip Rio, méc du chung tdi van skype hang thdng, nhung c6
nhiéu diéu duong nhu chwa thé cap nhat kip. Poan duong cé luc t6i, ¢d lac
sang, toi va Rio trong ghé trudc ctia xe, ndi vé nhiéu thi ca hai chi c6 thé
chia sé cho nhau. Iris thi da lan ra lam mét gidc ¢ ghé sau mat tiéu. Toi yeu
ban toi nhw thé'day.

SRR

bén downtown Austin, sau vai phat hiing khoi nhin thdy sy nhon
nhip cua Sixth Street va cac phé 1an can gitra dém thtt sdu, chung to6i hoi ha
tim chd dau xe va san sang an nhau hét minh miing mot qua road trip dau
tién véi nhau. Gitra cac thé loai cam xuc phan khoi, thich thd, to mo, abe
xyz thi “bdng dung” ching t6i d&€ quén bang chia khoa xe trong... cdp xe.
Thé 1a lai cho nguoi dén ctru trg, mai dén gan mot gio rudi gio sang moi
mo duoc xe. Theo ludt 6 My, sau hai gio sdng sé khong c6 bar nao duogc
phép béan bia rugu. Kiém tra lai hét cac bar va nha hang ¢ Austin, cai nao
cai ndy déu da déng ctra. Chan han, ching t6i danh vé nha Thinh —nguoi
ban sé cho chung t6i tra tam vai hom, ¢ San Marcos—di tam 40 phat ti
Austin. Dém &y t6i chi nhd, chay bang qua mdt sd quan an nho trong rat
Chau Au, dn tugng vé San Marcos la mot thanh phd nho nhung kha déang
yéu.

Ntra ngay dau tién 6 Austin két thtic Itic bon gio sang sau khi ca bon
dtta chung t6i ngdi & ngoai ban cong néi chuyén linh tinh. Téi thi kha hung
phén viéc sang hom sau duwoc di Hamilton Pool Preserve xinh dep va boi
16i gitra thién nhién. Ng6i nhap nhi chai Corona wa thich, tdi chot nhé Han
Qudc va nhitng nguredi ban dén tir khap bon phuong troi ctia tdi qua. Nhuw
méi hdm qua day chting t6i con ngoi lai véi nhau & Ttaewon, tay nam tay
thanh hinh vong tron, nhay va hat theo diéu bai We Are Young cua Fun.

“Tonight
We are young so let’s set the world on fire
We can burn brighter than the sun
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Now I know that I'm not all that you got I guess that I
I just thought maybe we could find new ways to fall apart
But our friends are back so let’s raise a cup
‘Cause I found someone to carry me home.”

1i /I/\gvu&ay\

1 Emergency kit: B¢ cong cu khdn cdp diing cho xe 6-t6.
2 Downtown: Trung tam thanh phd.

3 Sixth Street: Hay con goi la Pecan Street, con duvng lich sit ndi tiéng & Austin. Con dudng nay khong nhing
la trung tam du lich cia Austin la con la diém tdp trung cia cac party xuyén nhiéu khu phd.
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3594 Miles on our adventure to Caddo Lake, Texas

Anthony, Iris, and Zi at Hamilton Pool Preserve / / Dripping Springs, Texas
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Neaay dy, noi do, voi nguoi nay, ...

09/2013

“Ngay roi Paris, anh da dé quén con tim..” — Nhac si Diic Huy

rong 24 gio, ba ngu’ou ban cua doi toi déu goi qua Facebook mot diéu gi

do lién quan dén noi chon. Ban s8 1 khang dinh mét diéu, “O day tao
khong phat trién duoc.” Ban sd 2 bao tin di lam. Ban s& 3 ddng mot status
bao nhd New York.

Loi cam than cta ban s 3 1am t6i bat cuwoi khuc khich. Di nhién phai
nho chit, d6 la New York, d6 la nwéc My ma. Ha Noi — Sai Gon — New
York — va c6 18 ca nuéc My 1an Trung Qudc déu c6 mot diém chung: ban
6 thé khong thich, c6 thé ghet 6 thé biu moéi “Thé nay ma ctit bao 1a thién
duwong,” nhtrng cudi ciing r6i cling s& c6 mot khoanh khic nao do khién
ban chot nhé va alén, “A, mua thu ndm ay, tao c6 dén chd nay, dalam viéc
nay, véi nguoi ay...” Nhitng noi d6 twa nhu nhiing con nguoi thue su ¢6
nét riéng, du ghét dl‘l thuong, cudi cung ta cling sé nho, khong phai vi sw
dac biét cua ho ma béi nhitng nguén con cam xuc tiéu cye 1an tich cuc, cAm
ghét hodc mén yéu ma ho ludn goi 1én trong ta.

Theo mot cach nao d6, nhitng noi ta da qua cling giong nhu “nhiing
dong song nhd” —hay dien dich ngwoc lai theo 10i nhac s ho Trinh — nhiing
nguoi tinh.

Ciing nhu nhing nguoi yéu, ta thuong noi nay, mén noi khac, than
twong mot chdn, quyén luyén mot phuwong, nhung ddi khi lai chon gan b
cudc doi minh véi mot géc yén binh, “mdn dang ho d6i”, va dé phat trién
s nghiép. Da ¢ bao nhiéu nguoi chon ¢6 vo hién lanh, it dep hon, it vé
tinh theo dudi hon didng xay dung mét gia dinh bén viing, nghia ndng dén
trude tinh sdu? Pa c6 bao nhiéu nguoi dut ao khoi noi phon hoa d6 hoi
ruc r& day cam hiing dé€ quay vé tim viéc noi qué nha, von it canh tranh va
hién hién? Va da c6 bao nhiéu du hoc sinh bo lai nguoi thuwong thanh mai
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tric ma dé chon noi xt xa lam “ban doi”? Ay 1a Itic dé xay ra ngoai tinh tw
twong, trai tim chia lam d6i. Nguoi ban doi hiéu ta mudn gi, can gi, cho ta
nhitng cung dwong vun vt c6 thé chay hon trdm cay s6 gio, nhitng co hoi
ma ca doi nay ta sé tri an, nhung lau lau ta van nhé mot nu cuodi hién & qué
nha. Nhé thi nhé chtt, cudi nhau vé c6 khi lai dong sang di mong. Ta theo
dudi nhitng mong cao xa, ta néi nhitng diéu minh da hoc duoc ma nang ct
cwoi hién hién, gac chan 1én ghé hut 6c thi ta cling rau. Ta them &n sushi ma
nang quanh ndm ct ndu mai “canh rau mudng” voi “ca dam tuong”, thi
dau “nhé qué nha” bao nhiéu di nita, long ta cﬁng khoi syt them “an ph()”
voi ngum tinh bén kia dai duwong. Ai bao moén 6 queé luén ngon hon moén xir
nguoi han 1a chua suy xét thau dao. Toi khong an dwgc ca dam tuong, ti€t
canh, v.v... nhung lai rat ghién chicken wings' va Mozzarella cheese stick (th
nay ¢ Viét Nam goi la phd mai que, khong biét ngoai via he ban thé nao
nhvzng trong KFC ban 28,000 VND hai que bang hai ng(’)n tay. Mua xong
vé m& hop ra ma t6i khong kiém dwgc long, phai budt miéng chiri). C6 thé
toi la dira hoi hot, nhung cung chang ai quy dinh minh chi duoc yeu mot
diéu nhat dinh. Néu tinh cam trai gai da khong bién gidi, khong mau da,

da t6n gido; chang con ¢4 gi ta lai 4p dat tinh yéu danh cho mot vung dat.

Ma c¢6 mudn ap dat cung khong duoc ay. Ct nho chang nhitng nam
20 ctia thé ky triede khi cong cudc Au héa tran vao nudc ta, chinh nhiing
con nguoi dang ¢ trén manh dat ngan nam van hién, day tai cht Nho cing
khong tranh khoi lung lay, phong hdi vi thé ma phai thay d6i. Nhin nguoi
xua lai hiéu ching ta ciia hdm nay; trdm phép cai bién 10i cia nha phé binh
Hoai Thanh ngay nao: Toan cau héa “bay gio da di tdi chd sau nhat trong
hon ta. Ta khong con cd thé vui cai vui ngay truedc, budn cai budn ngay
trude, yéu, ghét, gian hon nhdt nhat nhu ngay trudc.” Vay sao nd trach
nhitng nguoi hdm nay phoi nhiém van minh phuong Tay ngay trén dat
khach?

C6 ngudi trach “vong ngoai.” Chac ciing vong that cht cha dua,
nhung hay nhd lai cach ching ta da tung hd mot anh chang nguoi Uc tuyén
bd rang “To6i xem Viét Nam la qué nha thtt hai cia minh.” Minh ngheo hon
nguoi ta nhung minh van c6 thé c6 qué nha thit hai vay. Qué nha thit hai
c6 trét giau hon qué nha thit nhat thi ciing chang phai 16i cia minh tham
phtt phu ban. N&i oan khién ay c6 ngudi hiéu, c6 nguoi khong; nhung da
la tinh thi can gi ca thién ha phai ching.

Thé nén that may man cho nhitng ai cé thé mén yéu thuong nhé phat

trién ¢ cung mot noi; nhung chuyén nay cting hiém nhw nhiing mai tinh
thanh mai trac ma khong ngoai tinh cho dén cudi doi vay. Hau nhu ching
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ta déu phai lwra chon, va moi lwa chon déu c6 “opportunity cost” cta riéng
nd. Khi anh chon Paris, anh da bo lai Ha No6i; khi em chon London, em phai
gac Sai Gon sang mot bén, tiéc thay ta chi c6 mot doi d€ chon va rat it tién
dé bay tdi bay lui gitta cdc noi. Véi mot s6 nguoi, chang han nhu ban s6 1,
lwa chon ctia ¢6 ay rét ro rang: cd &y mudn song v6i New York vi c6 &y yéu
noi d6 nhe mot chang trai ludn mang lai cdm hitng va co hoi (qua tuyét!).
Con ban s8 2, t6i van luén tu hoi liéu cau ay c6 hanh phtic mai mai véi noi
minh da chon?

Ngay ban s6 3 tro vé Viét Nam, t6i c6 nhan xét, “Trong anh c6 vé kha
hon. Anh dung la hop v6i Viét Nam hon 6 My.” Ngay ban s6 2 bo Sai Gon
vé Da Nang, toi da glay nay, “Sao lai lam thé? May thich Sai Gon 1am ma?!”
Va ban s6 1 luén nudi mot tinh yéu lang man véi New York, nhung co ay
dang ¢ Texas, va sap tGi o 1€ cling chua thé chung song lau dai véi tinh yéu
doi minh. O bén nay t6i gap khong it nhvmg ngum Viét dinh cu. Thoi the
day dua nguoi ta phal chon, va dau c6 nhiing cudc chia ly dam nudc mat
1an mau; nhung rét cude ngudi xua van la nguoi xua; ta cd thé thuong nhé
ca doi nhe mot hoai niém day dit nhung khong thé yéu mén ca doi nhuw
mot hién tai dang song hanh cuing minh, chia sé budn vui.

Thé nén suy cho cling ta sé quay lai v6i mot cau ndi sdo mon nhung
dang, “Tat ca nam ¢ thai do.” Toi nghl mot phan rat 16n trai tim ctia ban sd
2 da dé'lai Sai Gon, nhung néu cau ay biét cach can bang thi Da Nang ciing
la mot mdi lwong duyén dep vay.

Dén tan bay gio tdi van chua bidt minh mudn gan bé véi noi nao cu
thé. Chi nhé mot budi sang thitc day, bong nhién nhan ra t6i khong mudn
0 lai Texas nay To6i yéu Texas lam cht, con ngum than thién, dat dai rong
rai; nhung c6 1€ Texas chi nén 1a mot trong s6 rat nhiéu nhitng “con nguoi”
ma toi sé gan bo trong mot giai doan, cho dén khi tdi tim dugc noi chén
dich thyc danh cho minh.

D6 6 thé la moét hanh trinh dai, rat dai, phu thudc vao téi thi it ma
vao co duyén lai nhiéu. Trong ltc dy khong tranh khoi mot ndi so mo hd
ma nhu cau ban Devin cta t6i da tam su; “There’s something wonderful
about always travelling, but terrifying about never relaxing.”? Cling nhw
Ted Mosby, hen ho nguoi nay nguoi kia thi vui c’[é’y, nhung cudi ciing van
SQ ngvz(n thuee sy danh cho minh sé khong bao glo xudt hién. Lieu trén doi
nay c6 mot noi d€ minh diing chan; va nho c6 noi ay minh biét rang nhiing
noi khac du quyén luyén dén thé€ nao ciing chi con 1a nhitng “diém du
lich”? Luc vui vui lai dem ra “chém gi¢” véi con chau cho chung né biét
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minh ngay xua ciing “dn choi” 1am chit khéng phai ¢816 si, 1o ngo 1do ngéo
nhuw ching né thay bay gio.

“A, mua thu ndm 4y, tao c¢6 dén cho nay, da lam viéc dy, voi nguoi

nay...”

Rio \/va

1 Chicken wings: canh ga, thuong diing dé goi mén canh ga chién

2 Opportunity cost: chi phi co hgi
3 “There’s something wondetful about always travelling, but terrifying about never relaxing.”: Ludn xé dich thi

thdt hay, nhung khéng bao ¢iv dugc nghi ngdi lai dang sg.
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Rio and Iris inside Texas Capitol State building in Austin, Texas.
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Khi toi hai mot
“Em cd con khao khdt nhiang chuyén di?”

0i c6 1é da dan da véi mot cude song voi nhiing sy “nham chan”, ma

theo mot cach nghi tich cuec 1a sy 6n dinh. Téi md mat ra, ludt nhm
doéng ho, ngd qua trai 1a lich lam viéc cung vdi chiéc ba 16 da duoc chuan
bi sén cho mo6t ngay di hoc ¢ tredong, di lam, 1am bai tap, r6i cling ching
d6 cong viéc, that la quy ca va khoa hoc. “Thé minh c6 con hang héi véi
nhing chuyén di?” Toi tra 10i ban than réi thu don chut d6 dac, 1am cho
xong ndt nhing viéc can lam, quan quanh trong cai vong lap do, da dén
lic t6i can tim vé lai chinh minh.Tht sdu t6i khoi hanh cung Zi va Rio,
chuyén di v6i du cung bac cam xtc, t6i chi mudn trén xe nhuw thé, di mai
thdi, di d& ngam nhin cho thoa viing d4t Texas can cdi nay, di d&€ ngam cho
hét tling ngoc ngach ctia Austin, mudn di dén mot bai bién nao do. Biét la
xau hon bién Da Nang, nhung chi can dugc hit mi man man d6 thdi ciing
vui trong nguoi roi.

Ttr nho t6i von khong phai la con nguoi cua nhitng chuyén di. Ba me
toi khong cho phép va cling it khi tao diéu kién cho t6i dwoc di day di do.
Cach bién c6 18 phut lai xe nhung chéc tdi chi dwoc dén bién trén dudi
muoi lan. Co ngoi khong ai trong coi, mdi ltc di ba me tdi lai lo 1ang vé
doanh thu tirng ngay, toi it c6 ki trc nao vé viéc ca gia dinh t6i cung di choi
xa cung nhau. Chuyén roadtrip dau doi cd 1€ 1a véi ba toi. Hai cha con dao
quanh quan Nhat Sai Gon mot ngay. Sau khi cudc phong van Visa di du
hoc thanh cong my man, t6i di tau canh ngam dén Viing Tau, xach xe may
Chay doc bo bién; cam giac dé bién Da Ngmg chwa bao gio dem lai cho toi
cd. Bén kia la vuc d4, bén canh la bién, rét gan va rat thyec. Khong glan mo
rong ra treéc mat, bién khong xanh, nhung séng van ém dém vo vao vach
da lién tuc.

Cha con ching t6i di xe d0 dén Nha Trang. Trén ca chuyén di t6i it khi
ngt dugc. Nhin nhitng rang nti phia Tay, lau lau di ngang qua vai chd cé
bién xa xa bo ddng, Viét Nam dep dén thé ddy. Bién Nha Trang ¢t nhu mot
nguoi tinh lang man. T6i an kem ¢ mot nha hang Phap, bén canh la tiéng
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song bién quyén véi mua phun lac dac. Sang hom sau t6i di cap treo dén
Vinpearl. That may man khi c6 mét nguoi ban dong hanh, vi sang hom do6
troi mua, cting chang khach du lich nao dén Nha Trang khoang tam thang
Muoi ca.

HoOm ro6i t6i chot nghi liéu mdt ngay nao do, toi sé lai duwoc di voi
nhitng cam xtc nguyén so nhu lan dau tién t6i di voi ba thé khong. Di
nhién 1a khong thé. Toi dang 6 My, va t6i dang di roadtrip véi hai nguoi
ban tuyét voi nhat qua dat. Chung toi khong di xe do matw 14i xe di. Chiéc
xe cfi ki nhung duoc tan trang cin than nén ciing khong lam t6i lo lang
may. Toi ty htra v6i ban than sé khong phi hoai tudi tré ctua t6i 6 vung dat
nay. Nuéc My mai tré nhu vay, chi c6 tui toi la dang bat dau phai ddu tranh
v0i thoi gian d€ song sao cho hét nhitng ndm thang tré quy gia ctia minh.

Nhé hom dau toi dat chan dén downtown Austin, anh ban deo guitar
ding ra gitta duong bao dé chan xe cho t6i di bd qua. Downtown Dallas
c6 vé dep riéng, nhung tinh than giong nhu Austin t6i chwa bao gio thay.

T6i ngan nga Shadow Days cua John Mayer

“But you find yourself alone
Just like you found yourself before
Like I found myself in pieces
On the hotel floor

hard time helps me see.”

Liéu trén moi con duong tdi 1ai qua c6 thuee swe cho toi thay va tim ra
ban than ctia minh khong? Dang la phai di, phai song véi tudi tré, tdi maéi
thdy tiéu bang Lone Star! toi dang & thuc ra khong chan 1am. Nhitng anh
cao boi voi mdy bai country? nghe nha qué, nhung lai rat chan thanh va
thon da. Austin 6n ao va nhon nhip, nhung khong thi€u tinh than than
thién di vao mau ctia ngwoi dan Texas.

Xung quanh tdi ¢4 18 cé rat nhiéu con ngudi van mai miét di va kham
pha, gidng ching to6i vay. Toi tin ho dang di va kham pha nhiéu noi nita,
chi c6 mot diéu t6i cam nhan duoc sy khéac biét la chung toi gé'm bé vdi
nhau béi mot dam mé nhat dinh. Chung t6i di va ti mi luu lai tieng khoanh
khic, du 1a don gian nhat, dé thuong nhat, ki quéc nhat, chi d€ khi chung
toi nhin lai nhitng nam hai mwoi ctia minh, chtiing t6i sé cweoi cung nhau,
hodc c6 thé toi ra s€ 16i ra mot ki niém nao dé trong nhitng chuyén di nhuw
thé nay, d€ doc 1én trong dam cudi:
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“Thé&la hom nay chi da c6 chong roi, thoi dirng vira 14i xe vira gao lén,
tai sao tao chwa c6 bd nira nhé!”
Théi xin cho tudi tré dwgc trdi di trong nhing bdn bé lo toan cua

nhting sinh vién du hgc, trong tinh than mai tré cta nuéc My, trong dam
mé chinh phuc ctia nhitng chuyén road trip nhu thé nay.

lri% \/a

1 Lone Star (Bdy dit la The Lone Star State): Bi¢t danh ciia tiéu bang Texas vi trén ld co ciia bang nay cé duy
nhdt mdt ngéi sao ndm chinh gina
2 Country: Thé logi nhac ddng qué.
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Co le Beatles noi dung

Téi khong phai fan ciing ctia Beatles, va thang hodc toi thay minh dang
cai nhau am 1 véi John Lennon, “Khong, dng thiét la sai khi réu rao, ‘Tat
ca nhitng gi ban can la tinh yéu.” Chuyén d6 thiét 1a mac cuedi va vo 1y va sai
lam.” John Lennon ct lang yén khong noi gi ca. Toi thi gitt trong nguoi ndi
am trc vi sao mot bai hat nhu thé ma ai cting tin 1ay tin dé?!

Nhung c6 that John Lennon da ndi qua lén mot chat?

O My gan bdn nam, toi da chiing kién nhiéu méi tinh nhu trong phim:
yéu nhau sét danh, yéu nhau dai 1au, yéu xa, yéu chia tay r6i quay lai, chi
lam ¢ Google and lam ¢ Facebook, chi hoc MIT anh hoc Harvard, chi choi
dan anh vé tranh. Lan nao nghe ké xong toi cling cam than “Troi oi, sao
dep qua vay? Sao lang man qua vay? Sao gioi qua vay?” Nhung roi nhitng
chuyén tinh &y troi tudt khoi tam tri trong vai ngay; thang hoac chi duoc
dem ra minh hoa “Tao biét c6 anh dé véi chi d6 yéu xa ma cudi nhau dy,
may yén tam khong chét dau ma so.”

Chi ¢6 hai chuyén tinh t5i sap ké dudi day 1a khong bao gio téi quén.
Mdi Tan gap thang ban nao cam thén sao s nd gip toan con gai khong ra
gl, toi lai tham nhd dén hai nguoi phu ni trong cau chuyén nay va ty nhu
“Do may an 6 sao thoi, chtt con gai t6t dau c6 thiéu.”

I. CHUYEN NGUOI CON GAI

N. 1& mot du hoc sinh giéng nhu t6i. Nha chi 4y ngheo. Khong phai
ngheo kiéu vach la mai ton, nhung so voi mat b.’?\ng du hoc sinh thi nha chi
dy thudc dién ho ngheo. D€ trang trai chi phi du hoc, bd me N. phai vay
muon khap noi, ban than chi ciing vun vén dua bé. N. 1a hinh mau dién
hinh d€ moi nguoi dua ra 10i khuyén, “Thoi kiém ai d6 o lai di.” Mot s6



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

nguoi tham chi con s6t sang gidi thidéu “ai d6” cho N. “Ai d6” & day sé la
mot nguroi dan dng doc than c6 thé xanh hodc qudc tich My, dang cd y yén
bé gia that.

To6i khong thé dém hét bao nhiéu [an mdt bac nguwoi 16n nao d6 hoi toi,
“Sao 10i con? Chac ciing kiém ai cudi roi ¢ lai ha?” Lic ban dau chura quen
v6i cau hoi ay, toi rat kho chiu. Riét roi sau nay t6i danh twe nhu du sao moi
nguoi cing chi mong diéu t6t cho minh. Hoc xong thi ¢6 mot tdm chong,
c6 mot cong viéc 6 day, moi thi 6n dinh va sudn sé. Rat nhiéu du hoc sinh
da lam nhu vay, mot s6 vi tinh yéu thue s, mot s6 vi hoan canh, ¢d nguoi
dut ganh ntra ching ma cing ¢6 nguoi hanh phtc vé sau. Khong ¢ cau
tra 10i dung cho tat ca moi nguoi. V4i vai nguoi, tham chi nhiéu nguoi, tat
ca nhitng gi ho can khong phai la tinh yéu lang man ctia thoi son tré. Ho
can su on dinh, mét mai nha viing chai, mét twong lai duwoc dam bao va
nhing dtta con duoc nudi day ti t&€ dang hoang, mot tudi gia yén am cho
b3 me ho. Nhitng diéu ay cé 1€ cling dep khong kém gi mot tinh yéu lang
man vay.

Tuy vay, khi biét rang nguoi yéu ctia N. 1a mot cau du hoc sinh, ¢6 rat
nhiéu nguoi khdng hai long va ra chiéu phan d6i. Nhitng 16i “budc tdi” bat
dau duogc bong gio goi dén, “Khong biét thuong ba me”, “Nha ngheo ma
khong biét nghi.” (cau nay “dich” lai theo kiéu cta toi sé la “Ngheo ma con
doi yéu chan thanh.”)

C6 nhitng lac budn qua stic budn, N. quay sang noi véi toi, “Em, ng-
heo dung la cai toi thiét d6 em.” Toi im lang khong biét néi gi, vi d6i khi
chiing kién nhitng manh doi qua khd, t6i ciing khong thé ngan ban than ty
nghi ngheo la moét cai tdi. Co nhitng khi t6i thay chi khoc hang gio lién, co
nhting khi chi khong con bu6én nguoi khac niva, ma gian chinh minh, gian
ban than da ich ky, da chon mét tinh yéu that long thay vi bao hiéu véi cha
me. Cam xtc dy toi da ting trai qua khi chon hoc nganh minh thich nhung
rat khoé kiém viéc 1am ¢ day. Noi uat trc khong thé ngudi khi ban than lam
diéu khong hé sai nhung van luon 1a nguoi ¢ 16i.

Thinh thoang t6i hoi N., “Ro6i bay gio chi tinh sao?” Lan nao N. cling
tra 101 “Thoi thi ¢t d€ vay chi biét sao.” Dao dy N. tranh madt khong qua
tham 6ng ba mac du noi chung t6i tro va nha 6ng ba ctia N. chi cdch nhau
khoang mot block. “Thuwong 6ng ba 14m, ma qua lai nghe chuyén cudi xin,
chi cha biét lam sao,” N. ndi, vé bu6n budn. Cling la tinh yéu ma sao tinh
yéu cua N. lai bi phdn xét? Vinha chi ngheo thoi sao?
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Nhung chi ctt yéu. Chi khong phai 1a mot ¢6 gai nhan sac, nhung t6i
ddm chéc cau ban t6i — nguoi yéu ctia N. — da rat may man khi cé duoc
nguoi nhu thé. Ngay xwa N. phai bo dit con dwong am nhac da theo tir lace
nho, bo ludén ca nganh hoc minh yéu thich d€ chuyén sang hoc Y ta. Sau nay
toi hoi chi 6 ti€c khong, chi bao re‘“ang khong, s6 minh n6 da thé thi minh
phai theo théi. “Chi nghi quan trong 1a minh da chon nghé gi thi phai hét
long v6i nd. Chi thdy nghé Y ta can tinh thuwong nguoi, véi ca quan tam
nguoi ta, nén chi dang hoc mdy cai nay.” Va chi lam nhu thé that. Ngay
nao toi cling thdy chi ¢ nha quanh quan nau an, don dep, chdm séc ca dam
ching t6i. Nhitng lan t6i 6m dau, N. lai pha tra giing, mua thudc cam,
nau chao. Nhitng nguoi ban dén choi nha chung t6i déu quy chi; c6 1€ ai
cting cam nhan dwoc noi chi su quan tam chan thanh. Diéu &y, t6i cho 1a
hoc dwoc. Toi da gdp nhiéu ban chon hoc nganh Y t&4 & My vi li do kinh t€,
nhung chan thanh ma ndi, t6i chwa gédp ai nghi dugc nhu vay. Co thé vi toi
chua du than dé ho chia sé nhitng nghi suy bén trong. Nhung chinh N. la
nguoi da thay d6i cai nhin cua t6i vé chuyén chon nghé nghiép trong cudc
song nay. Chung ta khong nhat thiét phai theo du6i dam mé, song cho ban
than. M6i nguoi cé nhitng wu tién khac nhau, mién sao ta hét long véi dieu
minh chon va lam mét nghé v6i day du lwong tam cta nghé do.

Lau 1am r6i t&i khong con ndi chuyén nhiéu véi N. Ching tdi séng
chung khong hop nén t6i don ra. Nhung mdi [an nghi vé quang thoi gian
0 chung, duoc chi cham séc, ndu an, tam sy; toi van thay hinh anh caa chi
trong toi chura bao gio thay ddi: mot cd gai sinh vao cung Song Ngu, man
cam, nir tinh, véi sy mat tay ctia mot nguoi chi va nguroi me. C6 Song Nguw
d6 - cing nhu hau hét ¢d Song Ngu ma toi ting gap — lai c6 mot sy manh
mé an sau bén trong, sy manh mé cua tinh nix. D61 véi toi, d6 chinh 1a diéu
khong ai c6 thé khuét phuc.

II. CHUYEN NGUOI PHU NU

Toi gap co trong thoi gian ¢ bang Washington. C6 gan 40 tudi, duoc
chong thuong, cudc song sung tuc day du, nam dia con ngoan, hai dira ut
xinh nhu thién than (hai bé ut dén gio toi van nhd, bé chi tén Isabelle, xinh
gidng me; bé trai tén Benjamin, dep trai y nhu ba nd). Nhin c¢6 c6 thé thay
tat ca nhiing gi ma mot phu nit trung nién mong mudn: gia dinh ém &m,
hanh phtc. Ta c6 thé twdéng nhu chua ting c6 noi dau 16n nao cham dén
nguoi phu nit nay. Téi chi thac mac, sao hai bé 1t con ¢6 lai cach xa tudi
ba anh chi n6 dén thé. “Chac c6 chi chi dinh ba con, nhung yéu nhau qua
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nén v ké hoach. Thoi ddng con ludn cho vui cra vui nha.” Ty nhu nhw
thé nhung van thac mac. Ba nguoi con dau nhin khong giong c6 chu lam.

R6i mot lan dang ngoi an trai cdy, co ké ching toi nghe “Hoi xuwa di
vuot bién, 6 bi nguoi ta cudng hiép.” Ba dita con gai quay sang nhin nhau
ai ngai, khong biét phan tng thé nao, nhung c6 van binh than ké tiép.

Vi mdc cam bi cudng hié:p dy ma dén luc qua duoc My, dau cé nhiéu
nguoi theo dudi nhung c¢6 van khong dam nhan 10i ai. Cudi cung nguoi
con gai nhan sic da gat dau mot anh gda vo, véi suy nghi thoi thi rd ra
cap lai, ngroi ta sé khong coi thrwong minh. Ai ngo dau c6 gap phai ngwoi
chong nat ruou. Nat dén ndi c6 hom ché cd di trén xa 19, 6ng ta say qua lai
lu6n vao duong nguoc chiéu. Lan dy c6 dang mang thai.

“Vay co6 gap chu khi nao?” toi ty hoi.

Mot lan no chong dua co di stra xe thi gap chia 1a nhéan vién & d6. Cha
ké lai “Ngay ttr cai nhin dau tién, cht da yéu c6 roi. Ma chu thay c6 c6
chong réi nén dinh gat chuyén dé sang mot bén. Nhung roi chu biét c6 kho
1dm. Nhin nguoi minh thwong bi d6i xt nhuw vay, chti khéng chiu duoc.”

Mot thoi gian sau ¢6 li di chong (t61 nhd mang mang la sau lan 1ai xe
vao duong nguoc chiéu). C6 dinh sdng nhw vay ca doi, long da ngudi lanh
véi nguoi ngoai, da khong con tin minh ¢6 thé hanh phuac. Tuy vay, chu
nhat quyét khong bo cudc. Toi khong nhé chi tiét chi da kién tri thuyét
phuc ¢6 nhuw thé nao. Di nhién c6 hang tram nghi ngo, s¢ hai noi co; cd
nhting lan dung cho ngoai cong hang tiéng dong ho caa chu.

Nhung chuyén ay cé gi ma quan trong. Toi chi mudn ta cho ban thay
nhitng gi nguoi phu nit nay da trai qua, d€ roi dén khi toi biét cd, tat ca
nhitng gi t6i thdy chila mot gia dinh ém 4&m hanh phic, mét nguoi v duoc
chong thuong yéu hét muc, mot khuén mat phu nit trung nién duwong nhw
chua trai qua séng gié nao. Nguoi phu nit nam xwa, nhan sac da it nhiéu
phai di, mdt nach ba dta con ttr cudc hdon nhéan ci, rot cudc da tim thay
hanh phtc that sy noi mét nguoi dan dng dep trai, nhiéu nguoi theo dudi,
an choi hao hoa.

Két.

“In the end, we’re all just stories.” — (Doctor Who)

Rio \/va



z 3594 Miles X

JHappiness only real when shared

1" ttu duyén thién ly nang teong ngd”. Toi cho viéc bat ki mot ai t6i cd
co may gap trong cudc doi déu la nho mot chat duyén. Ciing nhw
viéc tai sao ca ba chung t6i lai gdp nhau ¢ tiéu bang Texas, tai sao toi lai gap
Zi vao dém se lanh Dallas, gdp Rio vao mot ngay he oi birc & Arlington. Va
vi sao chi 3 dira chiing t6i mdi tao thanh nhiing nguoi ban dong hanh ctua
nhau trong sudt hanh trinh tit Dong say Tay nudc My sudt hon 21 ngay.

Nhitng ngay con mudi ba muoi bdn, b8 me ctt nhac nhé “Chon
ban ma choi”, thé r6i mot ngay tudi hai mét dau ngd, toi nhan ra khi con
nguoi c6 nhitng diém twong ting, c nhu electron tich dién am gap tich
dién duong, ct tu dong hut vao nhau, roi nhitng thai cec &m duwong d6 tao
thanh sy hoa hop bén chat, nhitng nguyén ti hop thanh mot t6 hop A hodc
B, ma nhitng nguoi lam trong nganh marketing hay goi la phan khtc ay.
Ho c¢6 khuynh huéng sé doc mot s6 dau sach giong nhau, nghe cung thé
loai nhac, thich lai hiéu xe d9, hodc ngti theo mot vai kiéu gio ma nguoi ta
cho la khong binh thuong.

Cung mot dam mé di va kham pha, nhung ca ba la moét thé giéi hoan
toan khéac véi du kiéu mau vé va hinh hai riéng biét. Toi va Zi hay cung
nghe nhac Avenged Sevenfold hay Big Bang ltic Rio dang ngu, hodc toi va
Rio sé ngam tho va Zi sé dua ching t6i b mat quen thudc “anh-khong-
quan-tam”. Hodc gia nhu luc hai chi dang ban vé chuyén hai anh ré, toi
s€ lai ng6i doc sach mot goc. Co nhirng théi cuc chung va riéng, chung toi
khong la ban sao ctia nhau, nhitng cting khong phai xa la ma c6 thé vo tinh
tro thanh ban dong hanh trong su6t ba tuan tir bo Tay sang bo Bong.

Nam 2011, t6i gap Zi sau mot nham 1an tha vi, Zi dinh ninh t6i 1 con
bé chuyén hda khoa duwdi (la nguoi ban cung tén, cung phong thi da giap
toi dat 9,5 mon hoa tt nghiép nam nao). Téi con nhé nhitng ngay dau Zi
méi biét 1ai xe, khudn mat cang thang khi lan dau tién dap ga ra duong cao
toc, roi nhiing lan ching toi di lac, “Dallas la nha, nuéc My 1a nha, ding
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khéc”, nhé nhitng Tan ching t6i nham mat dap ga that nhanh qua khu
nghia trang & Greenville trén duwong di mua tra stta. Vay ma hai nam sau,
chang t6i da 1ai tir nhitng highway dia phwong dén highway lién bang,
da cung nhau chay ttr diém cuc Dong dén exit cudi cung 6 bo Tay cua con
dwong 1-40, chay doc theo con duong lich stt Route 66.

Toi biét Rio tir ndm 2009, khong gi hon 1a mot cay but xudt sac tir Hoa
Hoc Tro, d6i tuyéh qudc gia Vin, va cfmg trong ban to churc trién lam “9x
Connect.” Toi gap lai Rio vao mot ngay he rat dién hinh ¢ Texas, néng va
kho. Nhiing ngay dau Rio tap lai xe, chi nhan tin cho ti va Zi bao sé khong
14i xe di Dallas vi chwra quen duong, * tay lai yéu”, “xe ¢d.” D€ roi hai nam
sau, t0i nghi mai khong thé hiéu chi ay da 14y bao nhiéu can dam dé dém
hom d¢, trong mot con sOt cao, 14i xe hon mot gio dong ho dén nha toi, mat
may pho phac [t nhat Rio da day cho t6i mot bai hoc don gian,”Bi m hay
c6 don, may van con c6 chiéc xe, 1€t xac ma di tiép.”

Cudc doi mdi con ngudi sé nhu con tau ngoai dai duong bao la vay.
Gi6ng nhu Pi lénh dénh ngoéi bién ca Cl‘mg chtt ho Richard Parker, mot
cudc tham hi€ém nao cling can mot nguoi ban dong hanh. Doi khi vao
nhiing lac chong chénh nhat, nhitng khoanh khac nhét dinh, séng dit va
dai duong sé thay ddi ban, san chac hon, manh mé hon, hogc nguoc lai. Va
nguoi ban dong hanh sé chiing kién ca qua trinh 16t xac ay, va rat co thé
tinh ban chan thanh &y sé kéo dai theo ban sudt ca phan con lai ctia hanh
trinh thdm hi€ém ngoai dai duong. Pi da hét 1én va goi Parker tinh day dé
ngam bau troi sao trén Thai Binh Duong, ctt nhu Rio hom nao goi toi day,
tréo 1én sunroof ma ngam mot bau troi day sao gan Arizona. “Happiness
only real when shared.”

lri% Le

* Tiéu dé la mot cau tmn§ nhdt ky cia Christopher McCandless (hay con goi la Alex Supertramp), nhdn vdt

dia bg phim “Into the Wil
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We made it through the heavy snowstorm on Rocky Mountains,
safe and sound in Colorado bound.
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Mau xanh cua Van Gogh

Mét gi0 sang hom &y trén duong lai vé nha ngang qua New Mexico, toi
nhin thay sao bang. Hai mwoi hai tudi, lan dau tién t6i dwoc giat minh
trude khoanh khac chép nhoang dy. Toi vdi la toang 1én mac ké anh Binh
dang ngu 6 bang ghé sau, “Sao bang kia Iris! Sao bang a! Thay khong?”

Con bé tra 161 “Mat em c6 thdy gi dau.”

Mat ctia Iris gan nhu khong nhin thay dwoc vao ban dém. Mbi lan vao
rap phim phai cé nguoi cam tay né dat vao hang ghé. Bang 14i ctia con bé bi
gidi han: khong duwoc 14i ban dém, khong dwoc 14i qud 45 dam/ gio, khong
duoc 14i 1én xa 1. (Vang, mot cd bé véi bang 14i nhu thé da di vong quanh
nuwdc My trong chiéc xe hoi v6i hai nguoi ban than.)

Toi thich nhiéu diém ¢ Iris; mot trong s6 d6 la con bé khong bao gio
nhay cam véi khiém khuyét thi lyc cia n6. Hang trdm Ian Zi hodc t6i da
budt miéng ndi nhitng cau ma mot ngroi khac han da gian hodc nghi choi
han véi chting tdi. Vo tinh thi nhu cau khoe sao bang ltic nay, ma doi ltic
chti y choc gheo thi lai 1a “Mat 1é 16 lac lac nhie mat may...” Iris chua bao
gio gian.

Doi khi toi ty hoi phai chdng con bé chi khong thé hién ra. Nhung voi
riéng toi, chinh viéc t6i c6 thé than nhién choc gheo Iris, v0 tu hoi n6 “Co
thay duong khong?” ma khong e so da lam n6 chanh long, da khién to6i
khong bao gio xem d6i mat ctia con bé nhu mot khuyét tat. Con bé khong
thdy duong budi toi, ciing gidng nhu td6i mat ngu ban dém, cling giong
nhu Zi s¢ tiéng sam chdp; gidng nhu ca ba dta chiing t6i déu map u. Tat
ca chung t6i déu mang trong minh mét diém yéu nao do, va néu nhu t6i cd
ché Tris “Mat véi miii d€ & dau ha?” hay goi Zi la “con Map” (hoéc nguoc
lai), tui né van ludn biét rang, d6i véi toi tui né la nhitng c6 gai tuyét voi
nhat trén doi.

Nhitng ngay dau biét Iris, thinh thoang t6i van giat minh mdi khi Zi
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ché bai thi Iirc con bé. “Khong so né gian ha con Map kia?”, t6i nghi; nhung
chua bao gio t6i thay Iris gian. Nép nghi va Ging xtr ctia né da gitp tdi nhan
ra mot diéu: néu mudn moi nguoi quén di di€ém yéu ctia minh, triede hét
chinh ban than hay dung xem né 1a diém yéu. Bung nhay cam khi nguoi
ta nhac dén né. Ping than van ké khd. Ludn ty 1am bang stic minh, nhung
ltc khé khan thi khong ngai nhan sy gitp do tit mot ban tay chan thanh
nao dé. Trudce khi quyén sach nay xudt ban, chi nhitng nguoi than quen
méi biét thi lwc ctia Iris thé ndo. Con bé van di lam déu din, diém sd cao,
tham gia cdc hoat déng trong truong, dugc hoc béng. Va con bé van di
vong quanh nudc My bang xe hoi.

Nhung di nhién t6i khong khuyén khich ai d6i xt véi moi nguoi theo
kiéu nay. Khong phai ai cling la Iris cia ching t6i. Khong phai ai cling lam
dwoc nhw thé.

oQREDe

Nhiing ngay thang Ba, thang Tw, thang Nam nhat mau nhung thong
tha dy, toi danh phan 16n thoi gian ¢ tam nha cta Iris, cach nha toi gan mot
tiéng lai xe. Dao dy chi c6 ba ngay dén truong, bén ngay con lai vat vueong
¢ Dallas. Dao dy chung tdi vira di choi Grand Canyon vé, t6i khong con di
lam, hai dtta nghéo dén ndi c6 ban bon ngay chi an hai géi mi va mot it rau
broccoli!, thém mot it tao xanh con s6t lai tir chuyén di choi. C6 lan them d6
ngot qua ddi, toi da udng thang thit niede béo ngot trong binh Coffee-Mate?
cua Iris. Con bé 1a chuyén gia pha cafe cuc ngon.

Dao &y t6i hay coi How I Met Your Mother (HIMYM). Nhiing ngay mua
xuan nga sang ha nhat mau ctia 2013 &y, HIMYM da ctru 16i cudc doi toi.
To6i lwoi nhac vui minh trén givong, quan chan sdng cung véi Ted, Marshal,
Lily, Robin, va Barney. HIMYM v6i New York, cudc sng trong can apart-
ment’® gach do, kién truc su, yéu duong, quan ruou than thudc, v.v... khién
t6i tam quén di chuyén dang ky Dai hoc chang dau vao dau, quén di ndi
lo canh canh khong biét c6 dwgc nhan vao Texas A&M. Thé cho nén dau
sau nay nguoi ta ché HIMYM nhat dan, cam xtc t&i danh cho bo phim van
khong thay doi. Ban cling thé thoi, ban sé mai yéu bo phim da lau kho nuwéce
mat cho ban trong mot quang nao d6 ctia tudi 20.

Coi phim xong lai doc sach; Bién Nién Ky Chim Vin Ddy Cét, doc lai
Muii Huong, Suéi Nguon, va Bay Qua T6' Chim Ciic Cu. Doc sach xong, van
con ddi, hai chi em lai kiém du tro dé€ lam. Ching t6i 14i xe ra ho White
Rock dén binh minh; dém &y tdi thikc trang, sang ra chi gdm ding mot trai
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tao xanh. Roi t6i chd con bé di vao trong khu biét thu quanh ho, nghe noi
mot cdn dén ca triéu do. Nha nao cling vuron rong, Cung 16i kién truc ddc
biet trang 1¢ hodc tinh t& hién dai. Vira ngam vira chép Imeng, o nha khong
biét con mi g01 hay khong. Co nhung dém nam doc tho véi nhau, mbi Tan
Iris doc sai cau nao toi lai thd dai cau do; “Trinh d6 dan tri thap thé nay thi
biét lam sao...” Ki€u gi con bé ciing chtii lai “Ba lam nhu ai cling chuyén
Véan ha?” Néi thé cht quy céai dém tho ay lam. Ngay ca tdi va Zi con chang
c6 dip nao doc tho ca Viét Nam voi nhau, hin vi Zi sé nghi, “Nhin mat ta
c6 chit ‘ranh’ khong?” Toi da khong biét Iris thich tho dén thé. Sau dém tho
ady con bé thoi ghét Nguyen Binh; t6i duoc dip doc lai ca dao. Hoi xwa ¢ nha
cting c6 thich Nguyen Binh 1dm dau, dén ban di My méi tim doc. Sau nay
cling vay, dén lac yéu nguoi ta, to6i méi thich doc tho Xuan Quynh, con ti
man chép tay goi di mot ban, du chir minh xdu con nguoi nhan thi khong
yéu tho lam.

oqREDe

Nh¢é mét [an them canh ga 6 Buffalo Wild Wings qua thé, t6i gan nhw
nan ni con bé, “Thdi, nha ho L&, di an mdt bira di, tao tra tién.” Hom &y
tht ba Buffalo Wild ngs ban gia ré, khoang 30 cents* mot canh. Ching
t6i an, dwa mat theo ddi man hinh TV dang chiéu mdy tran football’, long
ching suy nghl gi nhiéu. Moi tht van vui vé, van tung ty nhu chtng t6i
nhiing ngay ay.

Toi ludn c6 cam giac minh da budc vao cudc sdng Iris ding vao quang
thoi glan quan trong nhat clia con bé: thoi gian dé truong thanh. Nhung
ngay cap III, Iris thoang qua trong mét t6i nhe mdt con bé “tam 6n”, hang
hai, nhiét tinh nhung khong c6 gi dang lwu tam. Toi chwa bao gio nghi ba
nam sau minh sé quan tam dén qua trinh con bé thay d6i dén nhu thé. Iris
- cung véi su buc’mg binh va kién tam ctia n6 — ludn 1la mot diéu thu vi d€
t6i c6 thé... ndi xau nod hang gio lién khong biét chan (xin 16i em, Iris); tham
chi con chang mang vién dén li do “Tao chi mudn t&t cho nd.” Hang ti lan
t6i nhai lai ki€u mat “Y anh la sa0? Anh mudn cai gi?” ma né hay vo tinh
trung ra tredc mat nhan vién phuc vu trong nha hang. Con bé tuyét nhién
khong cd y coi thuwong ai, nhung d6i khi co mat n6 kho kiém soat nhu thé.
Hang ti ti [an t6i nhai giong diéu ling ting pha buéng binh ctia né mdi khi
lam mat d6, “Em khong biét. Ty dung né mat ma.”

Nhung c6 nhiing diéu t6i sé khong bao gio bat chude dwoc: cach Iris

nhat quan tin vao diéu minh lam dau rang né da chon cai kho6 hon thay vi
an phan vdéi nhitng gi dé dang, cach con bé lac quan truedc cude doi va tin
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vao su cong bang dau cho cudc doi nay da vai ban khong hé cong bang véi
no, cach nd doi dai voi ban be — vo tw va chan thanh, cach n6é khong nging
tiép thu va hoc hoi nhitng diéu méi la. Téi ludn tin rang nhitng nguoi cd
mot chut cuc doan nhung cdi md, mét chit bao thu nhung tan tién, méi la
nhitng ké sé€ thanh cong. Va dau do trong long toi luon c6 mot sy ghen ti
nho nho danh cho nhitng nguwoi nhw thé - nhitng nguwoi khong bi cudc doi
x0 nga long tin va s chinh triec. U, Iris 1a mot cd bé rat chinh truc.

Mai sau nay t6i méi ké véi Iris “Hom &y khi chi vo tinh khoe vu sao
bang véi em, tu dung chi nghi ‘Iris a, hdm nay em khong thé thy sao bang,
nhung con nguoi nhu em nhat dinh sé thdy nhiéu diéu tuyét voi khéac
trong doi.”” Con bé nghe xong dang cuoi “Mét ba qua a. Sén sua qua a!”

Bon thang sau, ching t6i 1ai xe di vong quanh nuéc My.

Rio \/Mw

Broccoli: Béng cdi xanh

Coffee-Mate: Nhan hi¢u ciia mét logi sita dimg d¢ pha tra hodc ca phé, sdn xudt béi Nestlé.
Apartment: Can h¢

30 cents: Khodng 6,000 VND

Football: Bong bau duc (Trong tiéng My)

S N O )
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Rio, capturing the amazing landscape of The States of Enchantment (NM)

Rio and Zi, taking a break in New Mexico
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That is Uncertain

10/2013
Ho Caddo, bang Texas

6i khong biét phai bat dau ké vé chuyén di dén ho Caddo nhu thé nao,

ttr nhitng ngay sau khi chting t6i roi khoi Austin va them di mét chuyén
khac dén-chét-di-duoc; hay ttr lic mot sy mét moi bat dau dang lén ting
ngay nhu nudc dong mua 1t de doa quét sach hét nhiing niém vui va délai
ching t6i ting rita thdi hoac ra; hodc ngay tir ltic nay, khi chung t6i da tré
veé: toi ngodi viét nhitng dong nay truedce thw vién UTA sau khi danh vat voi
bai kiém tra Luat Truyén thong; Zi c6 1& vira ndp bai luan vé bic Weaving
and Spinning cua Robert M. Pennie, va Iris dang lén facebook typography
cua quan cafe danh cho Dreamers, chuyén ban cafe va thu6c ngu.

Dai khai la chung toi da | quay tré vé voi hién tai, sau von ven mot ngay
quay nguoc thoi glan vé mién Nam xua cl nhiing nam 50, lang thang doc
theo nhumg vat cd trén bo ho Caddo ngam nhumg rang Cay bach thuy sinh
co 1é da o d6 tir hang tram hodc hang nghin nam trudc, an BBQ va udng
pinot noir ré tién mua ¢ Tom Thumb trong cdc nhua, gap nhitng con nguoi
ma c6 1€ ching t6i khdng bao gio ¢ thé nhin thay trong cudc sdng thanh
thi thuﬁmg ngay. D6 1a mot thé gidi biét 1ap va rat khac, d6 la noi ban sé
nghe ké vé nhitng hon ma, nhin thay nhiing ng01 nha xua cl, va ty hoi
diéu gi ndm sau nhitng tang cay thty sinh u t3i, chi c6 ngon cay tim minh
duwdi anh mat troi.

Chung t6i da khong biét nhitng diéu ay truede khi dén ho Caddo.

Chung tdi chi la nhitng dita con ga1 can gap nhau 6 mot noi méi la, d€
lai nhitng bon bé linh kinh ctia cudc sdng dang sau.

Binh minh ngay thit Bay, t6i ndm won trén givong cta Zi an dao, kiéu

dao tién, vat chan chir ngu giong Ton Ngo Khong nhung lai ty thdy minh
la Tru Bat Gidi, dao nay map nhu heo that. T6i hdm qua t6i va Zi ngu von
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ven ba tiéng. Bay gio thi t6i nam & day, buén ngu kinh khing nhung tam
trang dang qua stic chon rdn, chi biét nhin hai dtra ban di qua di lai tat bat
chuan bi. Zi doi lai xe. Toi bao cd dy dién a, hang over' ma lai xe cai gi. Co
dy tra 10i, “Hang over 1ai xe méi tinh.” Oanh doi mang son mong tay, t6i
ngoi trong nha khong c6 wifi hay song dién thoai gi thi 16i ra son cho nhau.
Zi dua ngodn tay gitta vao mat con bé. Toi creoi nhw dién.

Sémg day som chuan bi, vdy ma anh Thinh mai 8 gio se’mg méi dén.
Bon ngum chiing toi cung véi linh kinh quan o thirc an nudc udng nhoi
nhét vao chi€c Camry. Xe chay 1én 1-20, r6i ctt the nham thang huwéng mat
troi moc, vé phia Louisiana. Caddo Lake nam ngay 6 vung giap ranh gitta
Texas va Louisiana, 1a riing bach 16n nhat trén thé gidi, dat theo tén cta
nhitng nguoi da dé6 Caddo sdng 6 day mai dén tan thé ky 19.

Con duong I-20 East Chay qua nhung dong cé xanh ma, co nhung
noi xac xo, ¢ noi ménh mong hoang vang. Anh mét troi d6 xudng vang
kho, bo voi ngua thi lau lau lai thdy vai con. Toi con thay ca nhiing toa nha
antebellum? diing chat nam gitta dién trang r6ng thénh thang dat cat, dac
trung mién Nam xua cfi ma khong may khi gap ¢ Dallas. C6 mot ng6i nha
mau trang goi toi nhé dén cudn Tiéng chim hot trong bui man gai. Chi nhé
vu vo vay thoi.

Toi quay sang nhin nhﬁ’ng ngroi ban ctia minh. Moi thit dep nhuw mot
btic tranh. Cam giac ng01 trong mot chi€c xe vdi ban be, d€ cho canh vat
tréi qua truedc mat c6 18 1a mot trong nhung diéu tuyét voi nhat. Toi lai
duwoc nghe giong cua Iris khi con bé dang 8 gang goi chuyén ai d6 - ma &
day la anh ban dong hanh siéu it néi cua ching toi. Toi lai duoc nhin thay
Zi dua may anh lén chup, va du khong biét n6 chup gi, t6i van nghi d6 sé
la mot bitc anh dep. Téi lai nhin thay chinh minh dwa mat ra ngoai ctra sd,
chi mudn im léng cho phong canh dong lai trong mat. Vira ltc ay giong hét
mién man nhung hao sang cua anh James Blunt vang lén.

“I've been putting out fires all my life
Everybody wants a flame, but they don’t want to get hurt
And today is our turn...”

SRR

H6 Caddo nam & thanh phd Uncertain. Chung tdi di nhién sé dem cai
tén Uncertain ra lam chuyén cuwoi. P6 nhiet dinh phai la mot céi tén dang
dé cuoi. Ma khong cuoi cling kho, béi 1€ hai ngay trude khi di, chung toi
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con khong chéac chan chuyén di sé dién ra. Nhung cudi cing moi thit déu
tot dep. Uncertain 1a mét ving qué hoang vu trai qua nhitng canh dong xo
xac va ring 14 kim cao vut, dan ce von ven 94 nguoi, lac dac nhitng ngoi
nha xap xé va ri sét. Noi dau tién chung t6i dung chan ¢ Uncertain la chg
do cti. Ngay budc chan dau tién vao khu cho, toi da cam thdy khong khi
ctua nhitng ndm xa xwa ua ngay vao mat minh. Nhitng mén d6 cti kj: may
danh chit, kiém sat, dﬁng ho qua lac, bang cassette, bang VHS, ... ban véi
gid vo cling 1€, c6 1€ véi muc dich vui 1a chinh. T6i nhin thay mot chlec hop
hinh trai tim boc nhi vang, 6 trong 16t nhung tim, phia trén nap khac chir
Kathy. C6 Kathy do han dwoc yéu ghé 1dm, sao lai dé cai hop luu lac dén
tan chd nay?

Bén canh cho do cti la “The Art Show” — mdt can nha lup xup xac xo,
teong tréc voi vira, trung bay vai bitc tranh cti ky. So véi viéc ngay hom
trude toi va Zi vira dén Dallas Museum of Art, day qua la mot su tuong
phan dang yéu. Chu nhén cta The Art Show la mot bac gia 86 tudi, toc
bac pho va nu cudi mém mém. Lic biét rang gia dinh bac Chuyen ve day
ttr Chicago, toi ctt goi la ha hdc mom ra. Toi sé khong bao gio mudn sdng
0 mot noi yén a thé nay, tham chi khi tu6i da x€ chiéu. “Luc dy tao clng
mudn sdng & chd nao giong New York. Chiéu chiéu ra duwong nhin bon tré
trau roi ria xa, ‘Dam tré ching may khong nén nét.” Chii xong roi tum tim
nhd lai hoi xua tao cling quay ra tro,” toi néi véi Zi nhw thé va né hoan toan
dong y. Chang toi tir trong mau da ludn la nhitng ké nghién cudc song ruc
16 ctia thanh phd, thé nén ching tdi van ludn c6 mot chit ngudng mo danh
cho nhiing ai dit bo duoc cudc song thi thanh.

Tranh trong The Art Show hau hét 1a cua vo va con trai bdc vé. Tu
dung t6i nghi, vo vé xong roi chong sap x&p trung bay thé nay, dau khong
phai la mot trién 1am hoanh trang, tham chi chi 1a mot goc con con & mot
x6 xinh hoang vu, ba &y han van la mot ngudi may man. Lic minh néi thé,
ong bac gia lai ciedi mém mém. Chi cudi thoi chir chang néi lai gi.

Zi tim dugc vai to tap chi nhiép anh xuat ban ttr nam 1950. N6 hoi gia
bao nhiéu va bac 4y tra 16i hang mién phi. Thé 1a ching t6i ra stic dao boi
thém vai to nita, phai ty dan long khong duoc 1y nhigu qua. Chung toi roi
khoi The Art Show cting mdy to bao trén tay, hai tdm post card gia 1 dong,
va bttc anh ctia 6ng bac trong may Zi.

Sau nay Zi ké lai, “Khi tao dwa 6ng xem btrc anh d6, dng nhin r6i ndi,

‘Chéc, nhin nhu mét 6ng gia.” Tw dung thay tdi toi... Gidng nhu mot nguoi
lau lam r6i khong nhin thay chinh minh vay.”
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oGRBe

Chung t6i gdp Kay — cht nha tro ¢ d6. Ba mang d6i b6t cao b6i mau
hong, toc thit bim, mic 4o ba 16 va vay quan. Khuoén mat hoi chay xé
nhung ltc nao nhin ciing hon ho. Kay... nhiéu chuyén kinh khung. Cai thi
tran nho xiu 94 nguoi, ai cling biét nhau, thé nén ba ké chung t6i nghe du
tht chuyén. Chinh ba la nguoi cho ching t6i biét vi sao Gary — chi nha tro
Crip’s Camp - lai bién mat. Hoa ra lao Gary dy sau muwoi may nam li di vo
thi kiém dwgc mot c6 ban gai. Ca x6m cliing mung cho ldo. De dau sang
trudc ngay ching toi dén, ban gai lao bi canh sat bat, Gary chan doi nén
khoa ctra van phong bo di luon.

“O day vay d6,” - Kay néi - “Moi thit déu “uncertain’. Cé nhitng muia
ca may tuan khong c6 mot bong khach, thé'1a tao khoa ctra di choi. Vira ra
khoi thi tran thi c6 dién thoai bao khach ¢ dau uia dén qua troi, vay la tat
ta chay ve.”

“O, thé'1at nira tui con tra tién cho béac kiéu gi?” — t6i hoi.
“Lac nao may con roi di thi cit d€ tién trong tt lanh.”

Ban da bao gi¢ @ mot nha tro nhu vay chwa? “Lic nao may con roi di
thi cit dé€ tién trong t lanh.”

Dau rang chting t6i yéu cudc sdng thanh thi rat nhiéu va khong bao
gio nghi dén viéc vé qué song, nhung 6 qué c6 mot diéu ma thanh thi
khong bao gio ¢6: khong khi khong 1an mui tién bac. Di nhién nguoi ta van
phai &n phai séng qua ngay; nhung ctt d€ tién trong tt lanh, ct tin rang
moi nguoi déu trung thwe. Di nhién d6i khi van ¢ nhitng nguoi chéng ra
gl, nhung ho khong vi mét vai cd nhan nhu thé ma mat di nét hao sang khi
doi dai véi khach té x& thap phuong.

“O day an toan 1dm.” — Kay khéng dinh, khi bao cho ching toi biét
1216 quén chia khéa trong phong ciing khong sao vi ctra phong dé pha vd
cung. “Ho6i lau 1Am mdi c6 mdt vu dot nhap. Nhung ma canh sat td6i kip.
Hén cho may thang trom. D& nguoi dia phuong bat dwoc la...”

“La sao ha bac?”

“La nam dwdi day ho r6i.” - néi doan Kay cuoi sang khodi.
y y
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Vang, dung dung dén nhitng ngwoi mién Nam, ddc biét 1a dan Texas.
SN

Chung t6i lai xe tro lai Jefferson — mét trong nam thanh phd cé tudi
doi gia nhat bang Texas, dat theo tén vi tong thong thit ba Thomas Jef-
ferson, va nghe don hinh nhu cling la noi nhiéu ma nhat nuéc My. Doan
duwong tir Uncertain tro ra Jefferson lai di xuyén qua rirng 1a kim cao vut.
Trong ltc ching t6i dang tha nguoi ra ghé tan hudng giai diéu nhac phim
Rush Hour thi vita hay mot doan cdc anh méc 4o da, chay Harley Davidson
phéng ngang qua, lao di nhw gio, diing manh nhw ho.

Jefferson vé dém khong biét thé nao, nhung tdm budi chiéu dé thuong
va duyén dang la ky. O day moi thi dwoc trinh bay theo cht dé Antique,
nhiing vat ci xua va nhitng chuyén xa x6i. Nhung Jefferson khong hé
mang nét gia tao ma du ¢ doi long thé nao di nita ban cling sé nhin thdy &
Disney World hoac mot vai diém du lich khac. Jefferson thuce sy xuwa cti boi
1é nhitng ngdi nha, nhitng mén d6 da duoc git lai, khong phai duoc dung
1én; va nhitng con nguoi ¢ d6 déu yéu sy yén binh khudt néo ctia noi nay.

Chung t6i budc chan vao mot cira hang quan 4o, noi ma ban khong
thé tim ra nhitng mdt maéi nhat hay nhing moén d6 thoi thuong kiéu cach.
Ban sé thdy nhiing chiéc do 16i m&t phu kim sa, vay hong bung phong, mii
cam long chim nhi vang vién ren... Va chu tiém la mot ong bac toc bac
trang, cdt cach thanh nha ngdi khoan thai trén chiéc ghé may trang ném
hoa, mim cudi véi chiing t6i. Ong ay khién tdi nghi biét dau day 1a noi 4n
cu cia mot nha thiét ké thoi trang tirng mot thoi lttng danh & New York.

Hau hét nhitng ctra hang & Jefferson déu ban d6 antique, nhung moi
tiém lai mang mot phong cach khac nhau. Chung t6i duoc cham tay vao
nhing chai Coke tir nhitng ndm ‘50, chiéc may danh ch, nhiing btec tranh
cti k§, nhitng chiéc hop gb phai mau, cuc xa phong khong c6 mti gi, nhitng
quyén sach ¢ vang va rat rat nhiéu nhitng moén d6 khac du dé€ mot tam hon
vintage* phai chét vi say thudc. Néu thoi gian la v06 han, chiing t6i c6 thé
ct dat mai tir tiém nay sang tiém khac, va khong biét thé ki 21 dang xay ra
chuyén gi.

D6 la lic Iris noi:

“Cam gidc nhu tro vé qua khit thiét a.”



4 Get Lost. Be Found.

“Cé khi nao ltc roi khoi day, quay lai Dallas thi thdy da ba nam tr6i
qua roi khong?” — t6i dua da duia nhu thé.

Rio \/Mh

1 Hang over: con dau dau, mét moi sau khi say
2 Antebellum: kiéu nha theo 16i kién tric tdn 8 dién va mang dm hudng Hy Lap 6, ddc trung cia mién Nam

nudc My, phd bién trong giai doan ldp qudc dén Ngi chién.
3 Uncertain: Khéng 1o rang
4 Vintage: C6 dién



3594 Mile

3594 Miles exploring Caddo Lake State Park // Uncertain
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Truth and more truth

Chii nhdt, ngay 6 thang 10, 4 (hodc 5h) sdng,
Phong tro s6' 8 ciia c6 Kay, thi tran Uncertain

T01 lo mo moé mat va nhin 1én tran nha. “A, thé ra minh dang ngu trén
giwong”. Toi dang dap chiéc chan minh mang theo va ...bén canh la
mot ai do.. Toi bat gidc lai tw vén khong biét sao t6i qua minh rd rang ngu
trong phong tam thé ma bay gio lai “chan &m ném ém” duoc. “Chéac hai ba
chi quy hoa day,” hay la... Oi toi khong biét dau ma. Di nhién t6i nhanh
chong phat hién ra “gdu bong” &m am bén canh minh la Zi — chuyén gia
nam gnra toi va Rio. Toi quay sang va om Zi r6i ngu th1ep di. Trong con mo
toi c6 nghe loang thoang tiéng gi reng reng, nhung vdi tinh than mackeno,
toi dé yén cho né duoc kéu...roi ngu tiép.

Séng tinh day, toi da thdy anh Thinh chudn bi pha café. Va di nhién
sau d¢ toi khong can phai hoi nhieu da dwoc Zi va Rio tuong thuét cau
chuyén dém qua khi t6i quyét dinh ngu trong phong tam.

“May nhay 1én bé rtta lam tro gi vay con kia??”

“R6i may con 14n ra gitra givong lam tao véi con Zi phai ra st ddy
may v0 trong tuong, tao s¢ may lan xudng dat”

Toi bat creoi rom ra, tinh ca ngu‘oi Co 1€ day la hai ngu’c‘yi duy nhé't trén
thé gi6i ma to6i mong mudn duwoc udng “tra chanh” va an “cha gio” cung
Dt sao tdi van phal biét on Rio nhiéu lan, bang tinh thwong qua nhung cau

chtri x8i xa, chi ay van tang nhiét do phong 1én 80 sau khi bi t6i ném tra
chan vao mat trong dém “Sixth Street” 6 nha Anthony.

oqREYe
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Chting t6i dén Caddo Lake State Park! ltic tam 1, 2 gio chiéu nén thoi
tiét khong dé chiu may dé “du lich” ngoai troi. Zi va Rio bat dau than qué
noéng, nhung t6i khong thé kiém dugc mot cam giac gi do rat manh liét khi
thién nhién dang hién ra treéc mat minh. D6 1a mot mau xam xam, pha
chuat xanh 14 ctia beo, xanh ngoc cua troi, mau hoi dung duc cta bun. Do la
mot btk tranh ma chi c6 thé thuwong bang mat tran, nhitng bikc anh chi biét
v0 vong ma hoa lai cho dung vé dep ay. Toi dwom budn bdi mau xam cta
ring cay trudc mat. Roi lai cd cam giéc rung ron khi lién tvz(’mg t6i mdy cau
chuyen c0 tich, may dtta tré bi lac vao nhitng dam lay, cay c6i um tum va
day rdy ma quy ntp lum trong may rang liéu kia.

Ong troi qua khong cé mat, hodc 12 toi chi biét nguyén raa thoi tiét &
Texas, xt ban hoang mac kho can néng quanh ndm néng. Chting toi khong
chiu ndi con néng va am kho chiu nén quay vé lai nha tro ctua c6 Kay nghi
ngoi trude khi di Jefferson. Néu ¢ State Park 1a mét bie tranh goi cho su
rung ron yéu ma, khung canh ho trudc nha tro khién to6i nhé dén nhing
bd phim kiém hiép, nhitng canh nudc non son thay goi tinh. Gié tie hd pha
1én, t6i d€ hon minh lan man véi nhitng dot nwde dap diu. Toi cd cam giac
nhu minh dang tr6i vé mot noi nao xa hon, xa hon thuc tai ma t6i phai doi
dién trong thoi gian gan day.

oQREYe

Xin thanh that la t6i da khong thich viét vé phan nay. Day la khoanh
khéc ching toi da song that voi nhau nhat, & thi biét la ba chi em t6i va anh
Thinh cling khong con la gi nhau sudt hanh trinh tir Dallas dén Uncertain
(dén ndi anh Thinh con phai thét 1én “Nhiing gi anh biét vé em coi nhuw
dd song do bién hét.” Toéi tham nghi trong dau co 1& dira nao ciing nghi
“Chac anh chita minh ra.”) Nhung tdi sé trung thanh véi cam xtic ctia minh
va bau khong khi dém d6 ¢ Uncertain. Nhitng cam xtc d6 c6 chang chi
nhitng gidy phuat ching t6i duoc bén nhau, duoc ké cho. nhau nghe vé udc
mo va hoai bao, vé trd tran cta cudc séng, nhitng mé cam xuc do, khong
phai t6i s€ con c6 lai dwoc nhiéu lan trong doi.

Chuing t6i che chén no né ngoai troi voi mot dong swon bo dai han, ga
va ruou vang. Khi gi6 bat dau manh hon, chung toi don dep vo phong dé€
bat dau ”tang 27 Chung toi ngoi tu lai cung vai lon Lime-a-Rita, bai trai
déu ra va nhlmg man huyén thuyén bat tan dwoc bat dau. Khong khi toi
hom dy dm Cung vo cung. Chiing ti quay quan, lat tu’ng 14 bai, uong vai
ngum bia, creoi, noi, suy nghi, dan do, nhin nhau, cwoi cling ¢, ma khéc
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cling co.

Anh Thinh la nguoi dugce “uu tién” nhiéu nhat trong bon dra vi thuc
ra ba dwta ching t6i, nhw Zi (16 mém) noi, da “than thé chung véi nhau”
ma, chuyén gi ciia nhau cha biét, thoi thé'la cit d€ anh Thinh vo dau birc 6c¢
ma nan ra cau hdi, ma tra 10i bao nhiéu cau hoi tir vé van dén quai go, tie
chuyén anh yéu tit ndam bao nhiéu tudi, dén chuyén anh da tirng abc xyz
1011 12 13 chua...

Chung t6i choi qua hai luot, t6i nghe ai d6 dang noi vé su nghiép ctua
minh, hoc thi hoc thé nhung gidc mo phai la thé nay, Dallas dep nhung
phai & New York, tao phai ¢ Boston, may phai di Cali. Twong nhu gitra
t6i, Zi va Rio khong con gi d€ phai “chdt van” nhau béng tro choi “khai ra
su that” nay, nhung t6i da thanh that, t6i mong mudn toi sé song that véi
minh hon. Quang thoi gian t6i roi khoi Dallas, dén Denton bat dau mot
cudc sdng moi, tedong nhu hon hai nam 6 My da gitp toi cing cap, nhung
t61 biét minh van thiéu gi d6, 16n lao va gan giii 1am. Dallas la noi cho t6i
mot tinh ban dep va nhiéu yéu thuong ki niém. Thoi gian toi bat dau nhan
ra minh phai séng bang mot tinh ban dya trén sy gan két chir khong phai
khoang cach dia li lam t6i nhu budc hut may budc, vap té, rdt dau, nhing
phai dténg day, di tiép thoi.

To6i van biét, mét thang, hay vai thang nita, mot ndm, hay vai nam
ntta, chung t6i hiém hoi sé 6 mot dip dé€ ng6i voi nhau, d€lat bai, cuwoi ndi,
gianh giat lon bia cia nhau, 6m nhau ngu, lan ra ngoai ban cong hit ha khi
troi, an “goi cudén” trong man dém lanh w6t swong. Toi hay bi am anh boi
twong lai, t6i thuong vay ham ban than boi nhitng nong nac swong khoi so
hai ctia sw xa cach, ctuia céi gi d6 rat vo thuong, vé mot tinh ban c mai troi
ma t6i khong tai nao niu lai duoc.

Cht’mg toi ndi vé tudi tré cua minh, vé Viét Nam, vé nudc My, vé
nhiing gl ma tudi tré méi mo va nghi téi thoi. Ngval ta d6i muwoi nén
thuong nam mong vé nhitng thtt minh mai chua vdi t6i duoc, tinh yéu, gia
dinh, sy nghiép, ban be, du lich.

Toi da quay sang va Om Zi vai lan, Zi sé mai la ki niém rat dep cta toi
khi o My, toe nhuzng ngay dau 6 My cho dén hét nhitng ngay thang cudi
cung cua toi & bat ki noi dau. Toi ting nghe cau bé Oskar bao rang: “So
many people enter and leave your life!l Hundreds of thousands of people!
You have to keep the door open so they can come in! But it also means you

have to let them go!”?



z 3594 Miles X

Dém d¢, tdi dwong nhu da 1ap trinh sdn cho ban than mot tam 1y mdi,
tam li giong nhw Reiko trong Ritng Na Uy khi bao Wantanabe vuot qua
Naoko bang cach yéu Midori nhiéu hon.

QR

Sang chu nhat, khi t6i tinh day sau con “huy hoang” cta toi dém qua,
Zi pha cho t6i ly café va anh Thinh “dam dang” ham lai x6i cho ca nhém.
Chung t6i duoc huong thu mot budi sang tao nha chua ting thay, duoc
cing nhau ngbi triedc ban cong can nha gob xinh xan, udng café, an sang,
bén nhau, va trudéc mat chung toi 1a anh ho Caddo xinh dep, ring cay
trang diém hong. Khong khi mat mé va yén binh kinh khung. Phong bén
kia budc ra mot cd trac khoang ngti tuan. Chung t6i nhan ra thé tiéng
khong nang mui mién Nam Texas va c6 ty gidi thiéu minh cling dang o
Fort Worth giong t6i. Hoa ra con trai c6 da tteng hoc treong voi toi.

“Anh hoc & UNT réi di lam & d6 ludn con. N6 thich thanh phd do6, nho
nho nhu thi trdn, khong 6n ao va tadp nap, ma tuan nao ctng co lé hoi am
nhac.”- Co bao.

Toi gat gu tan thuong. Tu dung cling thay vui vui. Bi hoc tuan nao
cling thdy cac ban nhay mua, cam dan guitar to chic van nghé, giao luu
nghé thuat moi hinh thitc ¢ trede thu vién hodc quan café.

Toi con nhd sang hom d6 rat lanh (da bao la thoi tiét ¢ Texas ma,
sang néng, triwa ham, t6i lai tuyét), toi va Zi quan nhau trong chan roi di
qua tham cd, ra dén cau go. Trong long tdi lai bat nén mot cam gidc rat coi
mo, voi nhitng nguoi ban bén t6i, va véi chinh ban than minh. Téi dang
twong tuong dén vai thudc phim trong “Ti€éu Ngao Giang H6”, quay sang
tan duong vé dep tuyét hao ctia anh Poan Dy, cap doi siéu dep A Chau va
Tiéu Phong, r6i khong hiéu sao lai quay vé anh Chau Tinh Tri. Ca bon ldn
ra cuoi khi Rio c& lién hoi nhai giong anh theo diéu “Doéng ctra tha ché!”

Thinh thoang lai c6 vai chi€c ca nd chay qua lam mat I}u’éC bi khu-
dy dong manh. Toi cam giac duoc s chao nghiéng trén cau go, khong khi
trong va lanh, c nhu tam hon minh duoc got rira di bao lo toan moi mét
vay.

Cap vo chong khi sang chiing t6i noéi chuyén dang mang banh mi ra
ho. Ho dang di kham pha vai con &ch hay ...ca sdu 6 ngoai ho. Ca 1t ding
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day nhuong cho cho hai bac r6i chuan bi dong goéi d6 dac vé lai véi “cude
song van minh hién dai.” Toi va Zi nam lan ra c6 dudi anh mat troi, co con
wét swong va toi van chwa muon roi khoi noi nay.

Mt ho van gon gon song, toi vira khép mat lai va tha minh vé mot noi
khong c6 Internet, wifi, khong c6 bon bé cuia kiém tra, viéc lam, hoc bong.

Chi c6 toi, nhitng nguoi ban, mot ly café, va sy yén binh dén nén tho cta
thi trdn “Khong ro rang.”

lri% Le

1 State Park: rirg bdo ton cdp bang

2 “So many people enter and leave your l?[e/ Hundreds of thousands c{pcople/ You have to keep the door open

so they can cone in! But it also means you have to let theni go!”: Rdt nhiéu nguoi dén va di trong doi ban] Hang

gﬁm ngan nguoi! Ban phdi dé ngé cira cho nguoi ta budc vao! Nhung diéu do cing dong nghia ban phdi dé ho ra
i
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Wish September could stay forever
this young

Dallas, bang Texas
Mot ngay ddu thang 09 nam 2013

han dip Labor Day’, chiing t6i c6 han mdt cudi tuan ba ngay xting

xinh. Thé la Zi 1én lich hen ho t6i tht 7 gdp nhau cho chi em ¢6 dip
han huyén tdm sy. Ciing chang phai 1a su kién gi ghé gém, nhung né ctr
dé thuong thé nao.

Chuyén s6 1.

Sang nay trong lic ng6i trong phong Zi, t6i nhin thay tdm bang nay va
dong chit & goc trén bén phai. Thé'la tdi bat cuoi. Lac dy Zi ding sau lung
t6i, hinh nhu dang chuan bi quan 4o di lam; va t6i nghe cd &y noi:

“Tao cting thich cau do!”

D6 6 thé chi la mot chuyén vé van nhung t6i thich né biét bao cai sw
rang Zi biét t6i dang nhin vao cho nao va dang nghi gi. Khong phai khi nao
minh ciing gap nhittng diéu nhu vay.

Chuyén s6 2.

Sau khi roi nha Zi, ti cho Iris vé Fort Worth. Ngay Itic budc vao phong
con bé, t6i 1an ra givong dé con bé bdi dau gac 1én lung; cai lung van con
dau sau budi sang don nha véi bé Minh. Luc dy long tham wéc gid ma no
biét mat xa hodc c6 anh nao sdu mui biét mat xa. N6i vay thoi chie that ra
cling vui vui va thdy 4m 1ong, dau lung lai c6 con bé mang han chai dau
gac ra xoa. Xong chuyén céi lung, ching tdi mo ra bép va bat dau dn hét
sach d6 an nhu mot con lon v phép.
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Khi dttng trong bép, nhu moi dira con gai khéc, chiing ti bat dau néi
xau vé ngudi nay nguoi kia; sau d6 két thiic cude tro chuyén bang viéc néi
vé cai chét. Iris nhic dén mot anh ban, nguoi cho r.:?mg nam 30, 40 tudi thi
tw tir la dwoc r6i, doi khdng con gi vui d€ sdng tiép ntra. Lan ay, con bé tra
101 anh ta nhu sau, “Khong phai ai ciing c6 co hdi dwoc séng. Em cé thi méc
gi em khong song cho hét?”

U thi, ctt cho 1a ndm 60 tudi, t6i khong thé 14i xe duong dai duoc nita.
Vay la tir 30 dén 60, toi van con 30 ndm dé€ di roadtrip.

Chuyén s6 3.

T&i hdm qua, 9 gio toi roi khoi nha, chay qua dén Iris 1én nha Zi lam
mot bira party chi em nho nho, muing Labor Day. Trén duong di, bai hat
cua Avicii trén radio bong dung khién t6i d€'y.

“Wish that I could stay forever this young
Not afraid to close my eyes.”

Giong khan khan ctia Avicii xuyén qua man dém trén freeway, ti do
nhu gio. Nhu gio.

Chuyén s6 4.

Zi kiém tra dién thoai va noi, “Qua 12 gio roi, thang 9 roi kia bay.”

Méi nay trén duong di toi con néi véi Iris, “Tao biét tao bat dau gia roi.
Ba con thi dang facebook chiu chiu, “Thang 8 yéu thuong qua roi, thang
9 tha thiét dang dén.” Thé ma tat ca nhiing gi tao nghi 1a “Thang 7 c¢6 hon
qua chua bay, d€ con bat tay lam viéc, chtt thang nay 6ng ba dan khong
hay.”

Nhung bay gio hay ndi vé thang 9.

Toi cling ¢6 mot thoi nhu ai, cam thay kho chiu véi nhiing nguoi et
dén thang 9 lai nghe Wake Me Up When September Ends. Mai cho dén sau
nay moi nhan ra sy vo ly ctia minh. Nguoi ta nghe gi, thich gi, minh la ai

ma c6 quyén phan xét? Thang 9 troi thu, nang nha vang ngot twoi, lai hanh
hao, nguoi ta dé tam trang nhé dén mot bai hat mang tén thang 9 thoi.

Noi téi noi lui vay ciing la d€ “bién minh” cho viéc Zi bat Wake Me Up
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When Septembers Ends cho ching t6i cing nghe. BPau d6 khoang 1 gio sang
ngay dau tién ctia thang 9, gma ngdn ngang hoi men va nhlrng diéu khong
thé néi thanh 16i, ching t6i ngdi bén nhau lang nghe tleng gu1tar dao dau
cham rai tha roi tiing glot thanh am thay tinh vun v, sac canh vao khong
gian. Chi c6 budi dém ctia mot ngay chura bat dau thé nay, hinh nhu tdi méi
nghe duoc tiéng xylophone trong veo, thanh thot 1an khuat trong giai diéu
cuon cudn va giong hat da diét, manh mé cta Billie.

“Here comes the rain again
Falling from the stars
Drenched in my pain again
Becoming who we are.”

Toi lai gio tro Ted Mosby nhuw moi khi, “May c6 biét khong? Nguoi ta
ké ba cua Billie chét hoi thang 9, vay la no...”

Iris noi g1 d6. Toi ¢t nghi hai dita sé lai xuyén tac bao téi im miéng
dting ké 1€ dong dai, nhung lan nay, mot [an rat hiém hoi, toi lai thay Zi

17

nhin minh va bao “Con Iris im miéng! Rio, ké ti€p di may!

“U thi, ho néi ddm tang ba hin xong, hin vé nha, nhdt minh trong
phong. Khi ngurdi nha go ctra thi han tra 101, “Wake me up when September
ends.”” Dung la tam hon nghé si dat dao thiét hen? Dén tra 1oi ltic dau bu6n
ma cling hay nhu gi.”

Zinghi gi d6, r6i n6 gat g, “U, mi noi ta méi d€'y,” va tdi thdy n6 1am
bam trong miéng.

“As my memory rests
But never forgets what I lost.”

Chuyén s6 5.

Toi thich viéc Zi c6 nhitng nguzcn ban riéng, va doi khi cd dy “bo roi”
chang t6i d€ vui vé véi nhitng nguz01 khac. Ké ra khong han 1a t6i chua
tirng budn vi chuyén d6, nhung no6 khién t6i thoai mai nhiéu hon. Cang
nhu viéc khong bao gio t6i phai hoi Iris dén lan th hai xem no dang bi gi,
dau bu6én dm yé’u ra sao. Néu c6 Chuyén vanéu can thi tu n6 s€ mo miéng
ra vay. Va néu n6 con nam trong géc bép lan nira thi t6i va Zi sé con Chup
anh lan nita (nhung chiing tdi cing sé lai giat dao vao nguoi va di tim n6
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ltc 4 gio sang).
K& ra cling khé ma nhé duoc t6i qua da cd nhiing chuyén gi. Chung
toi dn pasta, chip, kem va cheese stick; 1an ra givong va quan chung mot

cdi chan. Chi c6 vay thoi.

T&i hom qua, trong ltc ngdi canh nhau, Zi bao gid ma say thi da nhan
tin cho A.

Iris lai nhic dén B.

Riéng t0i, sau khi lwdt luot list dién thoai, lai tuyén b, “Tao chic sé
nhan group message.”

7

Nhung dita nao cing tu bao nhau, “Cho tinh dén roi han yéu,...”

Rio \/va

1 Labor Day: Ngay Ié Lao déng ciia My, nham ngay 02 thang 09.
2 Wake me up when September ends: Danh thiic téi ddy khi thang chin qua di.
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Breath-taking view on top of Yosemite National Park, California

Iris and Rio, resting at Oscar Park & Gordon Lake / / Wichita Falls, Texas
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You (don’ t) have to be famous

Mgt ngay cudi thang 09 nam 2013

hit tw xe t6i stra xong. T8i thit ndm t6i nhan cho Zi “Bita nao ranh tao

chay 1én d6 choi?” Zindi tht Sau tir 11 gio dén 5 gio. Toéi hoi ngan nge
mot lae, chay di chay vé tong cong hai tiéng chi dé gap nhau duwoc bon
tiéng cha biét c6 ddng khong, xang vira 1én gid, xe thi chang chay dwoc lau.
Nhung cudi cung chdc lwdi thoi ké, c6 may khi dugc gdp nhau. Roi biét sau
nay c6 may khi duoc gdp nhau ma gio tinh toan vai ba tiéng chay xe.

Vira dén nha, Zi hoi hay bay gio di xem Don Jon. Phim ctia anh Joseph
Gordon-Levitt dao dién kiém bién kich kiém luén nam chinh, dong vai mot
tén nghién coi phim sex, lai con cdp vdi Scarlett Johansson. Chung t6i hon
ho chuéan bi ky ID?, chic mam thé nao cting bi kiém tra. Vay ma ban ban
vé khong hé hoi cau nao, mic dit trong phim day méng va nguc. Chang 18
chung toi gia roi sao?

Phim qua la ngap trong mong va ngrc, ma nhat la cap mong ctia Scar-
lett Johansson, lai thém mdy canh khong kiém duyét. Chung tdi xem phim
ma cuoi rat rat. Luc roi khoi rap t6i dwa mat nhin quanh r6i quay sang noi
voi Zi:

“Chen dét oi, ca rap duoc hai cap vo chong gia chac di hoi xuan, mot
cap trai gai yéu nhau, véi hai cdp con gai tinh ca tui minh.”
: W : ;

Nhung ma phim vui. Ngam anh Jon la du vui roi, lai thém giong n6i
khan khan hét stic goi tinh ctia em Barbara nao rong. Dai khai em &y tao
cho chung t6i co hoi sau khi ra rap thi cwoi ha ha néi vé nhitng em géi vao
vii treong make out? voi trai, nhung khi phat hién ra ban trai minh xem
porn® thi khéc 1én khéc xudng “Sao anh phan bi em? Sao anh néi di em?”

Trong lac lwgn 10 & One Dollar kiém vai bich d6 an ré tién, Zi bao tinh
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ctia nd ludn nghi “There might be someone better than this one.”® Nhw
mot Thién Binh dién hinh, n luén huong dén s hoan hdo, va khong chéap
nhan dugc nhitng khuyét diém ctua nguoi kia. N6 d€ nguoi ta lai dang sau.
Con t6i, toi lai ludn cho rang “This might be the best. You gotta keep pa-
tience on people” va toi danh mat ban than minh dé€ doi mot ngay nguoi
d¢ sé tot hon.

Chung toi déu truot vé nhing thai cuc thay vi biét dau la diém can
bang.

oGREe

Lan dau tién t6i dén UTD, doi Zi 1am bai kiém tra mon Government.
Khong c6 an tuong gi dac biét, ngoal tre chuyén 6 do nguzcyl ta dau xe theo
mau, mau cang ré thi phai dau cang xa. O UTA thi nguoi ta lai theo 15 first
come first serve’.

Nhitng cau chuyén trén duong trdi vé phia nhitng nguoi ting dé lai
an twong trong quang thoi gian ngay xwa. Ai cting thay d6i theo chiéu
hudng t6t hon. “The man that boy could be, the man that boy could be”®.
Chting t6i ludn cudi mdi khi hat cau d6. Trong nhitng diéu nhé nhoi c6
thé lam chung toi vira vui vira nghi ngoi, d6 la nhin thdy nguwoi minh ting
thuong va tiing thwong minh tré nén tot hon. Doi khi cing ngai ngan vi
ltc trede minh da tré con nén khong thé nhin ra diéu dy, nhung “Every-
thing happens for a reason””. Cang 16n lai cang thay cau ndi ay that dang.

9:30 t61, Zi cho tdi qua Pho is for Lovers. Chung toi gap anh Thinh &
d6, nguoi sé la ban dong hanh cua chung t6i di Caddo Lake vao dau thang
10.

QR

Toi khong biét 1a chai ctia Modelo lai duoc design dep dén vay. Lop
gidy boc nhii Vang tao cam glac 1ap lanh la ky, nhét la trong mot dém kiéu
thé nay ng01 noi chuyen v6i ban than cia minh. Toi biét Zi sap tot nghiép,
va ¢ thé no sé sém roi khoi Dallas; nhung hom nay toi moéi that sy tham
thia chuyén d6. C6 thé nam sau Dallas sé khong con 1i do nao dang dé toi
phai chay xe ca tiéng, qua may cung duong freeway ket ctiing, lai thém
16i 14i xe kho wa ctia dan Dallas. C6 thé chuing toi r6i sé c6 nhitng nguoi
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ban khéc, nhitng nguoi hiéu chung t6i hon, biét rd hoan canh hién tai cua
ching t6i hon; t6i va Zi sé troi vé nhitng huwdng khac nhau.

What happened?
Life happened.

...Nhu nhitng gi da xay ra gitra toi va S. — mot Thién Binh khac ctia
doi toi. Ca chiéu hdém qua t6i da lo ling trong nhiing cam xtic nhu thé vé
chuyén Zi s€ di khoéi day va chuyén S. da ditng lai. Life always happens®.
Muia he 2013, t6i va S. da khong thé bat dau tir diém cudi cing ma ching
toi da dé€ lai noi mua he 2010. Co thé tir day veé sau, chiing toi ciing khong
con co hdi ndo khac; nhung t6i biét minh van luén yéu quy S., nhu cau tho
ctua Dr. Seuss, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened”?,
nhu viéc t6i ludn biét on sy c6 mét cuia S. trong tudi tho cia minh.

An nhién nhu 10i hat ctia DS Bao...

“Lam ban, mgt mai gdp nhau thua vdang hon khi canh c6 cé bong hinh ai
Anh di qua ranh giéi ngay xua véi nguoi minh vdn cho doi
Lam ban, nhin ra ngoai xa nam thang ménh méng doi nhau suy nghi vé sau
Nghe tin nhau qua nhitng ngay thu ém dém vita vé chua ldu
Mot mai 16i ¢6 heo hon, va anh trong con héo mon.”

C6 thé mot ngay nao do, toi sé nhin Zi xoay van voi nhitng moi quan
hé mdi. C6 thé moi thit s€ xay ra theo cach ma ching ta khong mong doi.
Va Dallas chi con la mét ky niém dep nhung mo nhat, moét khi t6i cling roi
khoi day va tim dén thanh phd t6i yéu.

HOAC

C6 thé mot ngay nao dé Zi dén New York trong khi t6i dang 6 Boston.
Doan duong du ngan dé toi lai chay xe 1én. Va toi sé gap lai S. voi mot khoi
dau khac hon.

Mic du cudc doi ludn xay ra theo cach chung ta hoan toan khong
mudn, nhung toi van tin, nhw tin nhin cudi cung toi goi cho S. trede khi roi
khoi VIét Nam, “Nothing lasts forever even cold November rain.”'* Noth-
ing lasts forever, ca nhiing diéu t6t dep 1an nhitng ndi budn. Thoi thi ctt tin,
mot ngay dep troi nao do.
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T6i khong nhé rd t6i hdm &y, trong anh den tu mu 6 phong Zi ching
t6i da néi nhitng gi. Mot chut gi d6 vé California, vé nhitng nguoi yéu ¢l va
madi, vé ban be, Iris, T. ctia Zi va S. cua toi, Ve ba ctia Zi. Nhung chiang toi
chéc chan cé néi gi d6 vé niém tin, ct tin rang tinh cam 1a mai mai nhung
diing bién no thanh ap luc 1én nguoi khac. Ctt hy vong thoi, hy vong vay
thoi.

Khi Zi néi thé, t6i bong nhé dén 10i thoai ctia Ted Mosby trong tap
premiere phan 9 ciia How I Met Your Mother vita xem hom trudc, “Kids,
when you believe in people, people come through.”"

oGREe

Zi ngu gat trong lac doi update i0S 7.2. N6 quéan hét ca chan lam ca
dém tdi chi ngu chap chon, dau 6c vang vat vi Modelo.

Khi né di Cali r6i, ai sé ndi voi toi vé sang tac, vé nhtmg chuyén ngoal
noé ra, toi chang thé néi véi ai? Ai sé 1a li do d€ tdi néi “Di choi chd nao xa
xa di. O day chan qua”? Mic du c6 thé cudi cing chiing tdi van khong di
duoc vi chuyén tién bac thiéu thén nay no; nhung khao khéat bude chan 1én
duong tam thoi bo lai moi th sau lung dé kham pha thé gidi; that buon
t6i sé khong con nhin thay diéu d6 trong mat bat ky ai xung quanh t6i mot
khi Zi da khong con ¢ day.

oQREDe

Sang tinh glac Zi xudng giwong md ctra s8. Téi van nam won trén
givong, dua mat nhin thdy mot bau troi xam mo ngoa1 kia, bat giac tham
nghi “Mot ngay nao do ciing sé thdy canh nay: Zi mo ctra s6 hudng ra bau
troi x4am mo. O ngoai la New York.”

Hai dtra xudéng bép pha cafe va chién 6p-la, ra vueon sau ngoi uong.
Gi6 mat rueoi cham vao lan da. Tiéng chim hot gieo thanh thot roi rot trong
khong gian. Toi ké Zi nghe chuyén ba chi ho cudi mot anh chénh nhau tam
10 tudi, “bang may véi anh photographer gi gi d6 chau A.” Zi kha mot
tiéng khoan khoai, nhac dén trai 1a né lai nhu th&, méc di1 101% la chang
bao gio c6 co hoi gi vdi cac anh xa xdi kia.

Mua bat dau roi. Bao da dén Dallas, xa xa vang lai tiéng sam rén vang.
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Zi ht hét lung tung, nd thich mwa va Seattle kinh khuing. Toi thi da quén
khoang thoi gian & Washington, du d€ quay lai Washington mét ngay nao
d6 nhue mot du khach vo tu ly. Ching toi ng6i trong phong va nghe nhac
Viét, skype véi anh Toan, edit anh, viét blog, lai nghe nhac Viét. Nhac Viét
lam t6i lo mo nghi lung tung. T6i nhd nay nhé kia, nhé nhitng con ngwoi
ctia ca mot doi, cho du chi ditng lai trong mot thoi. “Chung ta cta ngay
hom qua, nhitng nu cwoi vang thanh thoi, tam hon nhe nhang phoi phdi,
cudc doi ma ta van mo.” (lai D6 Bao)

Nhitng ngay hién tai ching t6i cung ¢ Texas, khi ma Zi c¢6 thé biét vi
sao toi bat cuoi va toi cd thé hoan thanh ntra cudi cau ndi Zi dang ngap
ngling, roi sé sém trd thanh ngay hom qua. Téi khong mong rang moi thit
sé ngling thay doi. Diéu dep nhat chi xay ra khi moi thit déu thay doi, va
chiing tdi sé lai gap nhau noi mot thé gidi rt rat méi dang mé ra trude mat.
Lai nhu cau tho ctia Dr. Seuss:

“And then things start to happen
Don’t worry. Don’t stew.
Just go right along.
We’ll start happening too.”

Rio \/Mw

1 ID: Identification Document, tuong duong vdi ching minh nhan ddn ciia Viét Nam

2 Make out: C6 nhiing dong tac ve van, tinh tit véi nguoi khdc

3 “There might be someone better than this one.”: Co thé s c6 nguvi khdc t6t hon nguoi nay.
4

“This might be the best. You gotta keep patience on people.”: Biét ddu ddy 6 thé la nguoi tét nhdt. Ban phdi
kién nhdn voi nguoi ta chii.

5 First come first serve: Nguoi dén trudc dugc phuc vy trudc
6 The man that boy could be: Neuwoi dan éng ma cdu bé do cé thé tré thanh. Mgt cdu trong bai hat “Sk8er Boy”

5

ciia Avril Lagvigne, ndi vé mgt cﬁ%mg trai khong cé gi ndi bat nhung sau lai dat dugc nhién thanh cong.
7 Everything happens for a reason: Moi chuyén déu 6 cdi ly riéng ciia nd.
8 Life always happens: Cugc song luén dién ra.

g “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.”: Dimg khdc vi chuyén da qua, hay cuoi vi né da tiing
én.

10 “Nothing lasts forever even cold November rain.”: Khéng ¢6 gi la mai mai ké cd nhiing con mua thang Muoi
mot lanh cam. Mgt cdu trong bai hat November Rain cia Gun’in’ Roses

11 “Kids, when you believe in people, people come through.”: Con a, khi con tin vao nguovi, nguvi sé dén.






02

WINTER TRIP
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Nhting chuyen trong xe

Winter Trip

“Nay Zi oi, nay Rio oi
Hoi tui minh con ldi xe qua nhitng con duong
Ndng chdc vang hon bdy gio nhi?”

1.

huyén di Winter Trip khoi hanh vao mot ngay dep troi, thoi tiét dién
hinh ctia Texas nhitng ngay giao mua tir thu sang dong, nang vang,
gio nhe, nguoi ta ¢6 thé mdc ao khoac va mang bot, méac quan dui dé tung
ting ra duong tim nang gitta thang 12 . Oi, t6i that 1a yéu Texas qua di mat!

Ca ba dtta x&p gon hanh li vao sau chiéc xe con mo trong suong mong
ban mai chwa kip tan, chiéc Kia vira duwoc dua vé tir Budget hom qua da
dua ching t6i dén University of Texas at Dallas du 18 t6t nghiép ctia Zi,
di cho H-Mart mua it thitc an di duong. Dém ay ca ba dita toi chop mat
chirng d6i ba tiéng; t6i phai lam cho xong bai kiém tra cudi ki mon toan; Zi
phai chinh hinh kip han chét; Rio dang goi vé gia dinh d€ nhan thém mot
chut 16i glri gam va dong vién nhung ciing khong che 1dp dugc su lo lang
qua giong ndi boi hoi tir nguwoi ¢ qué nha.

Budi sdng hom &y, con duwong 1-635 than thanh van ket xe moi ltc moi
noi, khong khac gi moi khi, dung theo “ca tinh” rat riéng ma ai da ¢ Dallas
trong mot thap ki tro lai day déu biét. Chung toi vira di vira nguyén rta cac
anh hoc ki su cau duong. Doan I-635 vé hudng Tay, duong c hep dan va
hep dan, chiing t6i ludn lach mai ciing bt dugc ra dwong cao tdc lién bang
I-40 — mot trong nhitng truc dong-tay cuia cac bang phia Nam nwdc My.

Nhitng cau chuyén ctia ba ching toi va Kirah ctt len 16i theo titng con
duwong chung toi di qua, nhitng noi ching t6i nghi lai, nhirng nguoi ban
ching tdi gap trén duong di va dwoc cung tham gia vao nhitng cudc nodi
chuyén “phim” bat tan cua ba dtra trong xe.
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Vi chi c6 hai nguoi 1ai xe, thuwong mot trong ba chung toi sé ngu va hai
nguoi kia sé cung thitc d€ khai bi gidc ngu 16i kéo roi bi.... 16i di khoi vo
lang. T6i va Zi chi cho dip Rio ngu duoc — tie 1a da thuc sy chim vao gidc
ngu - hai dita sé md album Coupe D'’etat cia G-Dragon, hodc ltc Zi da ngu,
toi va Rio sé tinh bo “ndi xau” Zi ¢ ghé trén. B6 la nhiing ca lai xuyén dém,
chung t6i chi c6 nhau cung Kirah trén dai 19 cao tdc, 1au lau lai c6 vai bac 1ai
xe tai di qua. Con duwong sau hun hut, khong mot anh den duong, khong
mot bong dang xe cd, cung chiéu va nguwoc chiéu. Chang toi don doc gan
nhu trén ca tuyén duong 1-40.

Rio ké cho t6i nghe vé chuyén ngay xua cta chi. Ttr sau chuyén di dén
Grand Canyon hoi thang ba, day la ca lai dai nhat caa Rio thi phai, nam
tiéng dong ho lién tu ti, 1ai tir New Mexico dén Arizona. Hai ching t6i thir
tim Grand Canyon trén GPS. “Hay la tao véi may 14i lén d6, sang day cho
con Zi di coi.”

Khi chuing t6i da di ngang qua doan ré vao vuon qudc gia Grand Can-
yon tu khi nao, tdi quay sang nhin Rio kiéu ngo ngo:

“Chi oi, ltic em di Arizona vé, tu htta minh mét ngay minh sé quay tro
lai con duong nay, khong ngo chua ngot mot nam ma da...”

“U, ai biét duoc diéu gi ding khong.”

Chung t6i 6n ki niém vé chuyén di dén Grand Canyon vao ki nghi
xuan vtra roi. Rio, t6i, va anh Binh da trai qua ba ngay dang nhé trong doi.

2.

Hanh trinh tir Palo Alto & phia Tay dén Colorado Springs cta trung
tam nudc My la quang duong dai bat tan. Zi chup voi 10 trinh trén GPS.

“Troi, c6 sdu tram may dam cho dén cai ré tiép theo, ct 14i thoi em oi!”

Chi em ching t6i chuyén tir nghe nhac xap xinh sang ké chuyén, play-
list ctia ca ba dira nghe dén mtic thudc lau lau, cudc hoi thoai twong tac doi
khi lai c6 hiéu qua tinh ngt rat cao. Thé la tdi duoc bat ddu mo man, thay
vi mot “talk show” c6 hai ngweoi qua lai, t6i nhé minh da doc thoai noi tam
gan hai phan ba ca l4i xe dém d¢. Téi bat dau bang thoi du tho trude khi
hoc mau gido, tr mot dira con do6 thich danh nhau, tro thanh mot con ga
cong nghiép, “cam nang” dau tién, vé su thay d6i ctia toi tir tudi 18, 20 va
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bay gio 1a nhu thé nao. Toi chiang biét Zi nghe duwgc bao nhiéu phan, chit
duoc chit mat, nhung t6i van c ké. Chua bao gio trong doi toi ké cho ai
nghe vé qua khtt cia minh lau va nhiéu tht linh tinh vun vt thé nay. Néu
viét blog, t6i sé lyra vai chi tiét rat ndi bat ctia minh dé thém phan hap dan.
D¢ la viét, con t6i chua bao gio dung van noéi dé ké véi ai vé ban than minh
qua nhiéu va sau nhu thé. Zi tao cho t6i mot cam gidc thoai mai 1a ban than
minh, coi mo voi chinh minh.

3.

D6 la dém Giang sinh ki la nhat va c6 1€ 1a duy nhat t6i c6 trong doi.
Ca ba dira dang l4i trén duong cao tdc lién bang 1-80 & Nebraska — “The
good life” state'. Khoanh khac ddy that 1a hi€ém hoi véi ca ba chi em vi ching
toi cung thic va don Giang sinh cung Kirah. Chiéc xe lan banh trén con
duong hun hat da bi man dém nudt ching; trong khi xa x6i dau d6 noi
nhting can nha kia, nguoi ta quay quan bén nhau. Ching t6i chuyén sang
nghe nhing bai nhac kiéu nhuv “Romance”, “Love”, yéu duong bat tan. Toi
bat dau cam giac hoi khé khan khi phai chia sé vé mot cha dé von khong
bao gid ndm trong “vlung thoai mai” ctia minh. Zi va Rio dang say sua k&
vé nhitng khia canh cua tinh yéu, d6i Itta, diéu gi 1a quan trong trong mot
moi quan hé, diéu gi lam ching ta thich nguoi d6i dién... Va nhu mét vai
nguoi ban ctia ching t6i déu biét, ca ba dtra “tuyén thé” sé khong dé bat
ki ban tré dang yéu nao di chung trong xe. Va rdi sau chuyén di, mét vai
nguoi trong s6 chung toi da tw ddng pha 1€, budc sang mot chuwong mai
ctia cude doi, bat dau véi nhtng ludt 16 méi...

4.

C6 mdt budi sang 1ai ngang qua Kansas, t6i nhin thdy canh vat mién
qué rat dién hinh 6 nuéc My, nhitng canh dong bat tan va xam xit trong
mot ngay dong gia rét. Ai biét duoc trong tiing &y ndm ndi chién, c6 bao
nhiéu nguoi da vuot qua vai ddm nay chi dé tim vé véi vung dat ho dat
tén la “Tw do”.

“Chting ta s€ khong bao gio 1a “Lost Generation!” — Rio bat chot noi thé.
“Thi minh da di dwgc téi dich ddu ma nguoi ta biét 1a lac hay khong?”
“U thi thé. Lost Generation 1a két luan cta nhting nha xa héi hoc sau

khi danh gia mot thé hé da di qua. Tui minh dang con s6ng so so thé nay,
con dang tim 16i di thé nay, lost cai gi ma lost. Ai lost li€c gi tao khong biét,
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chtt dung ¢6 16i tao vao roi dung ludn céi bang, “Ching minh la Lost Gen-
eration ctia Viét Nam.”

To6i nhin nhiing ddm may trudc mdt vao mot budi sang con wdt hoi
dém, mi mat nhuw dang tir hé mo, canh vat dang hién ra rd hon. Mdt troi
ttr bén tay trai nho lén dan sau nhu’ng viee nui xa xa. Bén tay phai Chung
t6i 1a nhitng ring cay cao tit tap, van con ngal ngu vi chuwra da anh sang
goi day Mau thién thanh ctia bau troi bat giac lam t6i nhé dén nhitng nam
thang cap III. Mé6i d6 da hon ndm nam roi ddy, thoi gian c¢6 doi cho ai. May
trang vén lai nhw nhitng cay keo bong gon, bap bong troi trén nén troi xanh
tham.

5.

Toi nhé 16 d6 1a dém ching t6i bat dau roi khéi Washington D.C.,
lai qua Tennessee, dau d6 gan Smoky Mountains®>. Nhiing ngay can ké
18 Tét truyén thong o Viét Nam, khdng c6 chg xuan va tdp nap nguoi ta
nhu ¢ Viét Nam, nhung ca ba dita dang ron rang khong nguoi. Niém vui
ctia nhitng du hoc sinh dang hoc tap va lam viéc 6 nhiing tiéu bang dong
nguoi Viet nhu California hodc Texas la vira duoc hoa chung khong khi 1e
hoi ctia nguedi My vao 18 Christmas, ma van an Tét rat dam da khong khi
dan toc ¢ x& nguoi. Gia dinh thi dang ¢ rat xa, nhung xuan dang rat gan,
bay nhiéu manh ki Gic vun v& vé nhitng ngay an Tét & qué huong, nhitng
dém giao thira bén gia dinh, nhitng con mua phuin sing mong mot hién vé
quyeén vao voi lan khdi swong tredc mat. Nhu nhitng nam truedc, nhiing
ngay giap Tét toi sé tranh thu dén xe do vé nha that sém. Nam nay lai
thém mot cai Tét rat xa nha, ca ba dia dang rong rudi trén duong, nghe
dau d6 “Ai xudi ngueoc trén khdp néo qué hwong, nhé quay vé vui dén mua xudn
Yeu thuong...” Mot khoang khong gian kha hep trén xe, ba dta khong noi
gi chi nghe nhac xuan trong mot man dém tinh ling nhw to, bong Zi quay
sang bao toi:

“Cudc doi con gi tuyét voi hon thé nay. Lai xe va cung nghe nhac xuan
voi nhitng nguwoi than yéu.”

lri% \/a,

1 “The good life”: “Cugc séng tuoi dep” — Cdu slogan ciia tiéu bang Nebraska.
2 Smoky Mountains: Day wiii gifia hai tiéu bang North Carolina va Tennessee.
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The road are calling for us.

The sun was rising as we entered the magnificent landscape of Arizona.
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Nhting ghi chép vun vt

Winter Trip

hing t6i da rat vui mung khi 14i xe khoi Orange County. Chung toi

da duoc an banh beo, banh nam rat ngon ¢ noi dong nguoi Viét nhat
nudc M§; nhung ching t6i van vui ming khi 1ai xe khoi d6, huéng vé phia
Highway 1' dep trit danh.

2.

Xe chung t6i di ngang qua khu vuc Nebraska — Arkansas. Mot vung
dong c6 ménh mong khong bén bo, vung dat ma nguoi ta da goi “The Van-
ishing Americana.” Toi tiing nghi dat o Texas, doc theo truc duwong I-40 da
bat ngat 1am réi. Nhung & déy, no con r6ng dén ndi lam t6i thdy buon. Troi
oi, bao la v6 chting nhu vay, nguoi ta ¢ dau, nha ctra ¢ dau, ai song & day
nhi. Gié manh dén ndi chiéc xe lac lu, chao dao. Toi lau bau, “Ltic nay ma
c6 Con gi6 lg cia Phwong Linh nghe nhi. Gié nay hoi bi la luén.” C6 khi gié
manh dén ndi t6i khong ddm vuot xe tai, chi sg cd nang gié nao thoi nhe
mot hoi, xe ching t6i dat vao thanh xe tai thi lai budn.

3.

Troi gan sang, dau dé gitta Nevada va Utah, toi dau xe vao mot tram
xang ven duong. Khi &y van con chua nhin rd quang canh xung quanh.
Ba dtta con gdi chting toi xi xup dn sip nong nhung long bong, di vé sinh,
rita mat, danh rang. R6i dén khi budc ra khoi tram xang, t6i nhin thdy mot
canh tuong co lé khong bao gio toi quen Ltc khoi hanh, xe con chay qua
nhitng mién sa mac hoang vu tro cdn cua Nevada, thé ma bay gio trudc
mat t6i 1a nhitng canh dong trang va nhitng day nti tuyét. Mau trang tinh
khoi ngu tri khong gian, tran 1én ca bau troi phia trén dau. Toi nhu dira
tré vira budc ra khoi tu quan 4o trong Bién Nién Sir Narnia. Reo vang trong
khong khi 1a tiéng nhac Gidng sinh leng keng. Giang sinh gan dén roi, gan
dén roi.



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

4,

bém giang sinh ay chang t6i dang di qua khu vige mién Trung nuwde
My, vung dat thua dan ma réng thénh thang. T6i da tu hoi, “Vi sao vay?
Gidng sinh la &m cung, la vé nha; sao ba dtta tui minh lai dang lang thang
gitta nuéc My dém hém thé nay? Nha 1a & dau? O Texas hay ¢ Viét Nam?
Vé la vé dau, vé nha hay vé nha tro?” Hoi nhiéu thé nhung to6i lai thay vui.
Moi sy déu c6 nghia ly cua né. Va dém Gidng sinh lang thang nuwdc My
cung hai nguoi ban than nhat, téi da hiéu diéu nay c6 nghia la gi.

5.

Colorado nam ¢ trén day Rocky Mountains 16n nhat nwéc My. X&t nay
hay lanh, nhung ltc nao cing c6 nang Nang Colorado dep, anh lén mot
sac Vang trong tréo khién long nguodi dé chiu. Co Yén — ¢b cta Phlrong,
ban cta Iris — goi noi nay la “Xi¢ lanh tinh nong.” Toi khong biét trai gai o
day yéu nhau thé nao, chi nhé ¢6 Yén va Phuong da cham soc chung toi,
xem chung t6i nhw ngwoi nha. Co ¢ Chung trong mot can ho voi mot gia
dinh khac. Khi bude chan vao phong c6 Yén va Phuong, t6i nhin thay trén
teong dan mot ban chep tay nan not; 10i van khuyén nht con nguoi song
biét budng xa, biét yéu thuong. Doc theo cic buic tuong la nhitng chong
sach nho. Lac &y chi gap c6 dwgc vai phat, nhung trong long t6i da ddy 1én
rat nhiéu thién cam.

Hai ¢0 chdu 6 chung nén can phong kha chat. Toi khong ngu duoc
nén bo ra ngoai phong khach ndm. Phong khach 1a khong gian sinh hoat
ctia mot gia dinh khac. Nam mot 14t lai chan, t6i dua mat tim xem c6 gi d&
doc. Tuyét khong c6 mot quyén sach, hay it nhat la mot to tap chi tiéng Viét
mién phi ma nhitng nguedi Viét bén nay van hay 1ay vé. Chi cé ndm soi day
charge iPhone 5 va iPad ndm lung tung trén nén tham.

6.

Chicago don chung toi v6i bau troi am dam, mat ho déng bang va
long nguoi lanh. Nhung Chicago dep.

Toi 6 co hoi ghé qua can ho cua mdt nguoi khong quen biét, tham
chi khong 0 la trai hay gai, tén gi; chi biét nguoi ta tré, khoang hai may
tudi, du hoc sinh hodc da di 1am. Cin hé ndm trén tang cao, nhin xudng
c6 thé thdy mdt ho Michigan. Luc dy cht nhan can ho dang host khoang
muoi may nguoi ban nén trong nha ngoén ngang hanh ly cac kiéu. Nghe
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noi budi t6i ¢d party. Toi di ra ngoai phong khach va nhin xung quanh Mot
vai chai rueou to6i chang nhé tén. Ngon ngang do trang diém cta con gal
guong lwoc g1ang tlr san nha 1én ké bép. Roi mat tdi bat gdp nhiing quyeén
sach trén ké, va thanh thwc ma ndi, nhung twa sdch nam do da khién toi
ngac nhién. Mot vai quyén sach t6i rat thich, mot vai quyén khac rat tha vi
nhung t6i chua doc. Thay déu la sach hay.

Sau nay khi nh¢ lai ba khong gian khép kin ma t6i da nhin thay o
Colorado va Chicago, t6i luén mim cuoi. Nhitng can phong that 1a tha vi.
Ngay ca khi chti nhan ctia chting khong hién dién, ban van cé thé nhin thay
ho, nhu thé hang thang troi tréi qua da loc 14y tinh khi cua ngwoi d6 ma
uop vao khong gian dong kin nay.

Rio \/va

1 Highway 1: Hay “California State Route 1,” dai 1,055 km, la duong cao téc thugc tiéu bang Cc}\l/{orma
chay dal bén bién Thdi Binh Duiong. Con duong nay chay doc mdt trong nﬁung bo bién dep nhdt niréc My
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Beautiful sunset can’t wait for us so we stopped and loved it for a moment
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10 000 gio va Palo,Alto

Winter Trip
Palo Alto, bang California

me con nhé ngay dau tién t6i duoc bidt dén mot cd méy lam nén lich
stt van minh nhan loai, mdt chi€c hop hinh cht nhat va mét man hinh
siéu bu két ndi véi nhau bang mé day den chang chit. Thué &y ca thi tran,
chéc chi c6 vai ba gia dinh mua dugc mdy vi tinh. Thoi ma ngudi ta mudn
truy cap Internet phai qua cap va VNN1269, t6i da bat dau mo vé ngay
dugc dat chan dén Silicon Valley. Con bé thoi, ba t6i bao sang do6 sé duoc
“tham” Bill Gates.

Muoi hai ndm sau, t6i da chinh thitc & M. Ba nam troi qua va toi van
chuwa di dau ngoai tiéu bang Texas. Toi van trom nghi dén California, vé
thung lting cong nghé nam dy, vé noi duy nhat toi that sy mudn dén ¢ bo
Tay. Toi hiém khi chia sé diéu d6 véi ai. California van luon gan véi Holly-
wood, Disneyland, noi c6 d6 an Viét Nam ngon nhat nuwéc My, va ciing la
noi ¢d s6 luong nguoi Viét sinh s6ng déng nhat.

May mén trong chuyén di, Zi cé ban & ngay Palo Alto; chi dang di
lam & Facebook, chong chua cuwdi lam & Google, vay nén ching toi ¢ thé
nghi lai doi ngéy roi tranh thu tham tha thung lﬁng Silicon cach thanh pho
San Francisco vai chuc phut lai xe. Ngay thtt tw & CA, chtng t6i roi khoi
Yosemite va chay xe thang vé huéng Silicon Valley. Chung toi dén khi troi
da t8i han, bau troi chi chit sao. Chi Nhu dua chung toi vao nha. D6 la mot
can hd nho xinh gan trung tam. Vira d€ d6 dac vao phong, ca ba chung toi
nhin nhau vi chiéc chan siéu dé thuong véi hang dai s nhi phan. Rio quay
sang nhin t6i, nhwéng may:

“May dich tao nghe coi.”

“Mot khong khong mot mot...”
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“Thoi théi du roi, twong dau dich thanh cau cu gi, ai muon doc gitm”.
Rio phan nhat girng. To6i guc gdc cuoi.

Noi that trong nha don gian nhung rat tién nghi va &m cing. Chi Nhuw
chu d4o va hiéu khach v cung. Toi duoc nghe vé cau chuyén cta chi, sy
két nGi ctia nhitng ltta hoc sinh chuyén Lé Quy Pén, vé su cd gang khong
nglng trong d6i mat ctia chi. “10 000 gio, em sé thanh thuc dwoc mot ki
nang.”

10 000 gio d€ biét thém mot thir tiéng.

10 000 gio d€ hoc thém mot ngdn ngtr 1ap trinh.
10 000 gio d€ luyén tap mot mon thé thao.

10 000 gio d€ thay d6i s6 phan.

Budi séng ¢ Palo Alto vao ngay mot muia dong chi nhw con se lanh dau
mua o Texas, nguoi ta van c6 thé mang bt ra duong. o] day colé van chua
sang dong han. Thoi tiét & Palo Alto dep va dé chiu. Nang vang éng, cay
c6i van con mau cta thu, 14 vang va do dudi nang to ruc hai bén duong.
Nhiing con nguroi dang di qua t6i, c6 ai d6 dang lam viéc cho Facebook,
c6 ai d6 dang lam viéc & Apple, c6 thé nguoi ngodi an bén kia dang tweet,
nguoi d6i dién c6 1é dang nghién cttu mot y twong vé cong nghé moi nao
do. Du la lam viéc cho ai, trong mot moi truz(‘)ng canh tranh thé nao, t6i van
cam nhan dwoc sy thu thdi cia mot budi sang tht bay, & ngay trung tam
ctia Palo Alto, nguoi ta van tu Iy bén c8c ca phé Y, qua cira kinh, hit tho
mot bau troi trong veo va nhiéu nhya song.

Chi Nhu dwa chung t6i dén Facebook, s6 1 duong Hacker Way. Khu-
on vién ctia Facebook khong qua 16n nhung bén trong thé hién sy twoi tré
ctia cong ty sap tron 10 tudi nay, hay la trung tam diéu ché “chat nghién”
cho hon mot ti nguoi trén toan cau. Toi nira duia nira that — “Néu duoc lpa
chon, em xin ngay nao cling di lam”.

Mbi tang c6 mot khu dn udng. Sita, nudce trdi cay, ca phe, cac loai
banh trai dwoc sap x€p gon gang dep dé va... mién phi. Bdo chi da khong
it [an noi vé su “tién nghi thai qua” cua cac cong ty cong nghé cao ¢ thung
lang Silicon, nhung dén hém nay toi méi dwgce tan muc so thi Facebook va
Google. Vira budc vao khuon vién Cong ty, c6 mot bikc tranh sau 6 Vuong
“Pride Connects” son mau ctia bay sac cau vong, biéu tuwong cho su ung ho
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“Hoén nhan dong tinh”. Chi Nhw cho ching toi biét cong ty nhu mot hop
ching qudc, di mau da va van héa. Diém chung duy nhat cé 1€ 1a stic tré
va tai nang. Toi di dau ciing thay ndi vé két n6i con nguoi, vé quyén con
nguoi, khong phéan biét d6i xx. Ching t6i to mo dén khu lam viéc cua ki
sw 1ap trinh, vé van phong lam viéc cua nguoi sang lap Facebook - Mark
Zuckerberg. D6 la mot goc lam viéc binh thuong, diéu khac biét duy nhat
la trén ban khong c6 may tinh. Khong c6 sy thay doi gi vé ghé ngoi, ban
gs ban nhua, den trang tri hay vat dung cho chtuing téi tin hiéu la tai noi
day —anh chang ti phti, chu tich tap doan Facebook hang ngay lam viéc.

O Facebook, c6 hai tinh chat dac thu: “Be Open, Be Yourself.”! va “Fo-
cus on Impact”2 Di khap cdng ty, hai tir duoc thay nhiéu nhat 1a “Code”?
va “Hack”. Tir cach dat tén phong hop, chang han nhu phong Forever
Alone® hay phong Cool Story Bro®, dén noi lam viéc véi vai chai bia va ruou,
vai bttc vé lung tung trén tuong, vong gidng ngoai san; su phda cach cua
tudi tré that khong gidi han, va tai nang cting that vo han.

Toi thich sy twoi vui & Facebook bao nhiéu, thi cang an twong boi sw
gon gang quy ci & Google bdy nhiéu. Nhitng chiéc xe dap vdi bén mau
truyén thong ctua Google: xanh da troi, xanh 14, do va vang, dé€ rai rac
trong cong ty, khong khoa, tién dung cho nhan vién tién di lai tir khu nay
sang khu khac. Vi tudi doi va mirc do mo rong trong chién luoc, Google
16n hon han Facebook vé dién tich. Téi say swa “bay” tir Palo Alto dén Da
Nang, nhin cdu Rong bang chuong trinh “Google Earth” trén sau man hinh
ndi vao nhau, tuong teong nhu toi vira vieot Thai Binh Duong, bay vé phia
bén kia bo bién, noi qué huwong t6i voi nhitng sy thay doi va phat trién
khong ngting. Anh Neil dwa ching t6i di tham quan, nhiét tinh ké vé lich
sw Google, vé nhitng cong nghé va phong cach lam viéc. Khi duoc hoi vé
van hdéa Google, anh chi nhan manh:

“Don’t Be Evil!””
“Use Data.”8

Anh Neil nhu mot tir dién bach khoa toan thu, thich nghién cttu thién
van hoc, va coi ngay Pong chi con quan trong hon dém Christmas. Thé
12 khi mit troi bt dau lin sau rang nui, anh dan chung t6i di bo 1én mot
ngon d6i sau Google, chudn bi quan sét Satellite Station gtti thong tin 1én
sao Kim. Troi bat dau nga tir mau xanh lam sam r6i tit ndng han. May bay
va cac vé tinh ctia NASA bay qua bay lai, chiing t6i cdng mat ra quan sat.
To6i nhin thdy mot sy say mé chdy 1én trong ddi mat anh Neil. Héa ra cudc
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song ctia nhiing ki s cong nghé thong tin khong chan nhu ta twong. Con
nguoi cd chang bi thu hit boi cai dep, va riéng ba chiing t6i, toi tin 1a déu
bi hdp dan bai tri tué.

Mountain View vé dém lung linh den. Bén kia duong la mot quén café
nho ma chi Nhu bao 1a noi bat dau ctia nhitng cong ty trong thung liing
nay. Su 6n ao nao nhiét ctia Los Angeles khién t6i c6 nhitng an twong ban
dau khong dep 1am vé California, nhung khi dén day, t6i dan nay sinh tinh
cam hon véi bo Tay. Su lich sy va nha nhan, vé diém dam va tri thiec toat
1én tr bt ki diéu gi, con nguoi, dang di, nha ctra, va nhan sinh quan.

Roi bo Tay, toi ngodi lai nhin xa xa trong bong dém, thung liing da
chim dan vao gidc ngu. Rio 1ai xe va lai byc minh vi bi lac 1én mot cay cau
phai tra phi. Téi dang nghi rat lung, vé nhiing diéu wdc trong ndm moi, vé
qua khtt v6i nhitng ngay toi con niém say mé tin hoc, vé mét twong lai mo
ho, vé 10 000 gio, nhung toi biét, toi s€ mudn quay trd lai day, mot ngay
nao d¢6, gan thoi.

lri% \/a

“Be Open, Be Yourself.”: Hoa dong nhing khong hoa tan.

“Focus on Impact”: Tdp trung anh hudng.

Code: Ma, ldp trinh.

Hack: Xdm nhdp vao hé thong dir li¢u.

Forever Alone: Tit léng diing dé chi nhiing nguoi khéng bao gio ¢6 nguvi yéu hodc chong /v, tuong dudng véi
¢,

Cool Story Bro: “Chuyén hay dé anh ban!” Bdy la mét cdu phd bién trong tiéng Anh.

“Don’t Be Evil!”: Dimg choi dc!”
“Use Data!”: Ding dir li¢u!
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o N 2 ~ N e
Bien cd va doi nui
Winter Trip

Highway 1-Yosemite, bang California

I- “BIEN NHO TEN EM GOI VE..”
Va mai ba nam chwa vé...

ém truede ngay bay, ban da néi nhu thé véi t6i. U, toi khong phii nhan

la t6i thue sy da chuan bi tam li sé di du hoc mét thoi gian dai. Khong
hiéu sao ban doc dwoc suy nghi ctia tdi, va khién méi lan nghe Biéi Nhé ctia
Khéanh Ly, bdy nhiéu su chudn bi nhw séng cudn trdi di hét thay, dat vao
tam tri la hinh anh caa qué nha.

Toi tw hao dwoc sinh ra va 16n 1én & mot thi tran nho ven bién. Sau khi
chuyén ra Da Nang, nha t6i ¢ chi cach bién vai phut di bo. Vai nam ¢ Dal-
las, trung tam nam sau trong | luc dia va thoi tiét khd néng quanh nong, toi
hay hao hting k& cho ban beé vé noi t01 da sinh ra v6i dé6i mét sang ruec, kiéu
hanh “I'm a coastal person.”' Téi van con nhé nguyén trang hinh tuong
khoi cau do6 au nho 1én tir mat nuwdc, xa xa la duwong chan troi. Tuyét tac caa
thién nhién sting sting triedc mat, toi diing chon chan trén bo cat vang min.
Binh minh trén bién Dong ngay ay da ¢ lai sau lung, hdm nay t6i sé hen ho
hoang hon 6 bén kia bo Thai Binh Dwong.

Chiing t6i bat dau roi khoi thanh phd nho Rosemead tir 4:30 sang. Ca
thanh phd van con chim vao gidc ngu, khac han véi su chat chéi va nhon
nhip ltc ban ngay.

“Thién nhién oi, em vé lai v6i anh day!”

VT

Chung toi da gao 1én nhu thé sau gan haingay “1an16i”, “chen chuc” &
L.A. va quan Cam. Toi da dwgc gap lai “cd huwong” —bién Thal Binh Duong
— khi dén Huntington Pier vao dém trudc. Luc ay troi da tat nang, toi dang
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dting trén chiéc cau trang duyén dang viron minh ra bién bong giat minh
nghe tiéng phao hoa nd lién hoi. Nhin vé phia xa ¢é nhitng chum phao hoa
xanh do vut 1én thanh tiing d0m sang ngoi. Co 1€ la Disneyland.

QR

Budi sang hom nay ching tdi sé 14i dén cong vién qudc gia Yosemite
doc theo Pacific Coast Highway, hay con goi la Highway s 1. Loay hoay
mai Google Maps van khong chi duoc duong dé chiing toi ¢6 thé bat Pacif-
ic Coast dé dén Yosemite, Zi quyét dinh sé lai theo “cam tinh.”

“Thi may c& nhin bang chi dan trén freeway &y. Thay Highway 1 1a
téi ludn.”

Chung t6i di ngang qua Long Beach thi bat kip vao Highway 1. Con
duong cao tdc la nhat ma chung toi tiing di qua vi ca chdng duong tir Texas
dén Califortnia, chiing t6i gan nhuw chi di duong xuyén bang 1-40, chua di
con duong nao s6 1é doc theo kinh tuyén ca.

Highway 1 dwa ching t6i dén nhitng thi trdn ven bién la ma than
quen. Nhitng cdy co va dira xen ké nhitng ngdi nha be bé; hoi quang vé
Da Néng, Nha Trang, Viing Tau ctt thé tran vé. Oi, t6i ngli duwoc muii man
man trong gié roi. D6 1a mlia Dong ki la nhat t6i ting trai qua trong doi.
Khong c6 mua va se lanh nhw nhitng mtia dong ¢ Da Néng, ciing khong
phai lanh té cong khi thoi tiét bat chot tir 30°C rdi t3i bong dung con 0°C
nhu & Texas. Golden State? nang &m chan hoa, mot xit ma nhin dau ciing
thdy hrong vi nhiét d6i, 6ng &nh mau nang va trai cay xum xué.

Ré phai dén Santa Monica Pier, bao cam xtc nhu dat dao va khong
ngtng nghi nhu séng vo. Co huong, da ba nam roi nhi. Téi quay sang nhin
Zi.

“O, hinh nhu tron ba ndm em & My chi a. Ba nam khong vé Viét Nam.”

“Ké may chtt. Canh dep qua!” — Rio tit sau vong lén.

Di nhién sy nhat girng quen thudc ctia Rio khong lam bao cam xtc

trong t6i bi mo phai ti nao. Bén trai toi la mau thién thanh cua bién, trai dai
dén vo tan, bén phai 1a nhitng ngdi nha twa vao chan nui.
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Va ching t6i da cung nhau trén con duong cao tdc doc bo bién Thai
Binh Duong, cung nhau nghe Time of Your Life cia Green Day. Bén kia la
bién, bén nay la nui, tiéng gié cham vao song, reo vang bén suwon da. Mot
mua dong that ki la, am 4p, than quen, cd bién, c6 ban, thién nhién bao vay
trap tring. Tudi 21 cta toi dep qua, cude song nay dep qué ddi — ai bao toi
60 nam song la da. Toéi nguyén song cho dén ngay cudi cung cta phudc
phan minh, di cho hét nhitng vé dep cta bao ti nam thién nhién kién tao.
Toi sé song nhu chwa bao duoc sdng, dat dao va nhiét huyét nhu bién kia
kia.

1I-DOI NUI TRAP TRUNG

Dién tich tiéu bang Texas dtng thit hai nwéc My, gap hai lan dién
tich Viét Nam véi dia hinh chinh la déng bang. Chting t6i chay trén con
duong cao tdc I-40 mai ma van chua ra khoi dwoc viing dat Lone Star. Dén
ntta dém, t6i bat dau cd cam giac u tai va ndng dau, t6i mo ho nhan ra
duoc hai bén duong 1a nhitng nti tuyét bi lan vao mau ctia dém. Duong
dén California, t6i c6 cam giac than quen dén la. Ba nam trudc, toi tu hira
sé di duoc ra khoi Texas roi moi vé Viét Nam, vai thang trudc, téi con nghi
khong biét bao gio minh méi ¢ dip quay lai Arizona, vay ma vira day thoi,
chung t6i da bang qua bién gidi cia New Mexico va Arizona, roi bién bao
hiéu dia phan dung Pacific Time Zone* — cam cho vo gitta viing hoang mac
soi cat ctia California - d3 hién ra trude mét.

Zi ké t6i nghe vé ca lai dém hom qua, khi t6i va Rio da ngu say sau
mot dém vat 1on vdi duong deo nti & New Mexico va Arizona.

“Chi lai qua ritng qudc gia, trudc mat la trang, hai bén 1a rieng cay doi
nui, so ma dep qua!”

“So ma dep qud” ludn la dong lwc d€ hai doi tay cua cua hai “tai x&”
ving vang trén vo lang, su kich thich than kinh nhw khi ban xem mot b
phim kinh di, s¢ hai nhung khong ding lai, ti€p tuc xem cho dén hét dé
thoa con to mo. Poan duong tir Arizona dén California hai bén trap trung
nui, mau do ba-dan, va khéng c6 mot dau hiéu gi caa “mua dong” (?!?) Khi
di ngang qua bang bao hiéu chi vé hudng Las Vegas, chting t6i nhin thdy
mot cap vo chong co tudi, mac d6 da, phong xe motor veeot mat ching toi
va ré ngay vao con duong huéng thang dén Las Vegas, bang Nevada. Thé
la Rio budt miéng nhan xét “Chac hai bac di hoi xuan.” Sau day Zi cho xe
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dt‘mg lai ® mot tram nghi ven duwong, tam ngirng quang duong hon nam
ti€ng dong ho vira lam tai x& kiém nhi€p anh gia. Chung toi ding kha gan
mot thung liing kho can hoang hoa, chi thdy mot vai canh chim 1é loi chao
liéng trén nhitng cay co dam tua tua lén troi - mot kiéu thuc vat dién hinh
ctua xtt nhiét déi. Khac vdi Rockies va Appalachian — hai “néc nha” hung
vi nhat mién Bac My, nhitng ngon ntii & bo Tay gan California kha thap,
duwom sic dd hodc cam kho can.

I1I- YO-SE(T)-MEE-TEE

Cam g1ac lan dau 1én dén vuon quoc gia Yosemite, t6i bi hoa mat va
ong dau vi d6 cao vai ngan feet so véi muc nwde bién. Trude mat toi trai
ra nhitng tham rtng 14 kim diém hinh ctia khi hdu 6n déi. Trén duong di
van con lac dac tuyét va da, ap suat 1én cao cang loang, tdi cang bi kho tho
va nhtec tai. Troi dan vé chiéu, doan duong di rat kho so voi tay 1ai von da
quen di nhitng con dudng thénh thang tit tap o Texas. Rio chi im lang, tap
trung cao d9, Zi ngoi bén, c6 1€ dang cau nguyén niém Phat, t6i ng6i yén &
phia sau khong dam nhtc nhich gi. Hoac c6 1é ca ba dira chuing to6i khong
thé dung bat ki ngon ttr nao d€ binh cho hét canh vat dan hién ra trede mat
sau moi khtic cua ngdt, thién nhién ¢ day mé hodc chung t6i mat roi.

Nhitng bttc anh ctia Kevin Russ* da duwa chung t6i dén day, khu vuon
qudc gia ndi tiéhg nhat nhi nudéc My. Méi d6 ¢ chan nui troi con quang
dang va &m ap, Vay ma mot lat sau hai bén duong da xuét hién thém vai
ho bang va tuyét. Khoang nam g10 hon, heo hét vai tia ning xuyén qua
ring cay, tao thanh mét thit anh sang ki la dan dét vao nhau. Sudt chuyén
di, hai btrc tranh hoéng hon dep nhat t6i duoc ngam, mot [an & phia Tay
Texas, mat troi vira lan, mat trang da treo trén dinh doi bat ngan Ol xay
g1o trang Bttc tranh thit hai la 6 day, Yosemite. Khung canh nén tho, mau
sac can d6i va hoa quyén. C6 hai anh chi dang ngoi twa dau vao nhau, say
tinh hay say canh.

Doan duong vé dung lai ¢ tram xang, toi nghl mai vé hanh trinh ttr
Texas dén Yosemite, cung sap dwoc mot tuan rdi. Toi van khong thé hinh
dung la dugc mot ngay, t6i va hai nguoi ban than cua minh, ba dtra con gai
lai c6 thé 1ai xe dén duoc day. Chung tdi da qua may man, hay thién nhién
that wu dai cho nhiing trai tim thira nhiét huyét kham pha nay.

“Mady chi hai em qua!”
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“Tui tao lam gl may?”

“Thi may chi chd dugc em t6i day roi, thé sau nay ma thang nao khong
chd em lén duoc dén day, di nra duwong so hai bo vé, chac em nghi choi
voing.”

To6i noi nlra duia nira that. Ai bao nhitng dita con gai nay that ca tinh.
Ai khién thién nhién la thudc do 1ong nguoi. Cling mot khung canh dy khi
thién nhién phoi bay ra triedc mét dy, néu nguodi ban di duwong khong cting
cam giac rao riec va dam mé, ban c6 thé budc tiép dé€ dan than vao nhiing
trai nghiém méi mé hon dwoc chang? Va thé1a t6i biét minh that may man,
may man vi da cé nhitng nguoi ban dong hanh trén ca tuyét voi, cha bao
gio cau nhau vi t6i khong 1ai mot gio nao xuyén sudt hon 10 000 ddm vong
quanh nuéc My.

lri% Le

1 “I'm a coastal person.”: Té6i la nguoi viing bién.

2 Golden State: bi¢t danh cita tiéu bang California, Tiéu ban%:m‘zc%f bt ddu phat trién khi cac md vang lén duoc
tim thdy vao nam 1848, ddn dén con st dao vang California Gold Rush kéo dai dén nam 1855.

3 Pacific Time Zone: Miii giv Pacific, kém tdm giv' so véi muii gio chudn (UTC-8).
4 Kevin Russ: Nhiép dnh gia nguvi My, ndi tiéng véi phong cach chup dnh du ki bang iPhone.
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Our first morning on the road—Purple Sky in Arizona

1-40 across Arizona mountains
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Seatbelt het di nghen!

Winter Trip
Rocky Mountains, bang Utah

0i quay lai nhin tiém McDonald dwdi chan nai mot [an nita, c6 1€ phai

thém mot doan duong rat dai ching t6i maéi c6 co hdi nhin thay tiém
tht hai. Mng r& vi vira 1dy duoc chia khoa Zi d€ quén trong xe, ching toi
ngay 1ap ttec yén vi, Zi khoi dong may, moi thir trong c6 vé khoi sac hon du
bau troi ban ngay vira ha man, budng mot 16p ti mo pha sac tuyét trang
1én khung canh ménh mang xung quanh. Puong rat tron va tuyét van roi
nhe nhe nhung ching t6i phai di ngay dén Denver. Ptra nao ciing tw nhq,
“Néu thoi tiét qua té thi sé dau xe vao chd nao @6 ma doi cho qua.”

[t nhat 1a chung t6i nghi thé, chiing t6i khong hé biét minh sap phai
d6i mat véi chuyén gi.

To6i lai nam ra ghé sau va c8 gang chop mat mot chut. Nhung giac
ngu khong dén, gidc ngu sé khong thé dén voi mot ¢d gai tré lan dau tién
0 trong chiéc xe vuot day Rocky Mountains vao mot dém bao tuyét, trén
con dwong mat lan hun hat quanh co, bén trai la nai, bén phai la viee sau,
bdn bé chi ¢ tuyét tan nhoa vao bong t6i. Toi tw bao minh phai ngu di vi
Zi chac chan sé c6 mot ca lai rat mét, va khi né xong thi t6i phai hoan toan
tinh tao d€ thay Zi lai ti€p. Nhung tdi khong thé.

Hoa ra con duwong nay chi c6 mot chiéu va khéng cd noi nao dé€ ding
lai. Chung t6i chtiing kién con bao dang quat vao guong xe nhitng cudén
tuyét xody 16ng 1on, tam nhin gidi han & mirc dwdi 10 feet, trong long day
1én mot ndi s hai ma nhitng cu dan Texas hiém khi phai d&i mat.

Nhung it nhat la chung t6i da khong than van hay hoang s¢ ra mat.

Chung t6i chti thé. Bang tiéng Anh. Khong dira nao c6 thé chii thé
bang tiéng Viét nhung “f*ck”, “sh*t”, “motherf*cker” lai troi ra khoi miéng
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dé dang hon. Ngay xua tdi tirng nghi vi d6 1a tiéng Anh — ngdn ngir khong
nam trong méu thit ctia minh nén séc thai phai nhat it nhiéu. Sau nay luyén
phim truyén hinh, TV show, doc sach, nghe nhac; thdy nguoi ta it nhiéu
c6 dung nhitng tir dy, suy nghi ctia t6i khac di, trén phim dung duoc thi &
ngoai cling dung dwoc vay mién la biét nhin ngé hoan canh xung quanh
mot chat. Trong xe ltc &y chi c6 ba dira con géi ban than véi nhau 1au nam,
lai dang so chét khiép, hoan canh nay coi by khong chuii... hoi phi.

Chung toi k& chuyén cuoi. Chung toi lai chwi thé lan ntta. Lai ké
chuyén cuoi. Chung t6i bat dau noéi chuyén véi nhitng xe tredc mat va sau
lung, “Anh gl dang tredc oi, di cham cham cho tui em bu theo véi.” “Ban
dang sau muén vuot thi ké ban nhé, b ctt 14i cham day, lam g1 nhau?” Co
nhuzng ltc ca ba déu im ldng dé cho Zi tap trung lai, va Cung vi khong biét
noéi gi nra. Su s¢ hai khong ai mudn thé hién ra, nhung cung chéng con
gl d€ dua vui cho quén di. Trong cudc séng ching t6i cting ¢ mot doi lan
khong con cach nao khac ngoai tién vé phia trudc, nhung day la mot trong
s6 nhitng lan hiém hoi cum dién dat 4y hoan toan theo nghia den. Khong
con cach nao khac ngoai tién vé phia triede, khdng biét khi nao c6 chd ding
lai, khong biét minh nén lam gi (la noéi vé phan t6i, dita dang ngoi bang
gh€ sau).

Va dé la Tan duy nhat trong chuyén hanh trinh 10,000 dam, Zi néi véi
chung toi, “Seatbelt! hét di nghen!”

T6i khong nh¢ 16 Iris va toi da phan ting thé nao trude cau noi dy,
duong nhu chiing t6i da im 1dng. Moi khi han mot trong hai dtta da nhao
nhao 1én, “Mét ghé! Biét roi! Seatbelt nay gio rdi, tw dung noi lam nguoi
ta s¢ chi zay ma?” Nhung gio rit tuyét bay bén ngoai, nui va chi nai dudi
banh xe, chting tdi chang thé nao so hai thém duoc nita.

Trudce khi cude hanh trinh bit dau, bén canh nhitng hao hing, vui vé;
trong dau dira ndo ciing phang phat mot ndi so. Khi dén thué xe va biét s§
tién bao hiém la 600 do-la, ching t6i da tir chdi dang ky bao hiém, boi 1€
sau khi tra tién thué, ching t6i chi con khoang 2,500 d6 dé€ chi tra cho moi
chi phi trong sudt chuyén di nhw dn udng, xang dau. Khéng cé bao hiém
dong nghia véi viéc ch{mg toi phai git xe tuyét d6i ky, khong dwoc c6 bat
ky mot va cham nho nao. Trén quang duong Winter Trip bang qua 28 tiéu
bang, bang qua bao tuyet va nui non, dong bang va sa mac, chung toi da
ludn d6i mat voi kha nang cd thé gay ra mot mon no 1én dén 30,000 d6 — s6
tién rat 16n doi voi ba dia.
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Sau nay Zi k€ lai khi néi nhiing 101 &y ra, né da nghi biét dau day la
nhiing 10i cudi Cung cua minh. Chinh t6i luc ay Cung so nhw Vay Tat ca
nhitng gi chuing toi sap nodira co théla nhung 101 cudi cung, tat ca nhung gl
ching t6i dang nghi c6 thé'la diéu cudi cung duwgc nghi dén trong cudc doi
cua ba ¢ gai tré két thuc dudi day vuc Rocky Mountains. Diéu d6 thuc sw
dang buodn khi nghi dén. Ngay ca sau nay, nhiéu ngay sau khi da bang qua
ngon nti an toan, né van khién to6i cam thdy tim minh that lai mot thoang
that nhe. Chan thanh ma ndi, t6i khong mudn cudc doi minh phai c6 nhiéu
[an nghi nhu thé. Toi van chura sén sang cho nhitng diéu cudi cing minh c6
thé lam, nhitng nguoi cudi cung minh ¢ thé nhé...

Nguoi lac ay t6i nghi dén la ai? Nguoi cé thé sé la nguoi cudi cung toi
nghi dén, trong mot cudc hanh trinh ngoéng dai ctia tudi 20...

La anh.

To6i 6 Dallas, anh & noi khéc cach toi bon tiéng bay. Toi van chura néi
minh yéu anh vi t6i mudn doi dén khi hai dia gap nhau, mat d6i mat, toi
s€ ndi anh nghe tryc tié’p Do chi la mét kiéu phu phiém vé van cta nhfrng
co ga1 20 tudi dang yéu khong mudn danh mat lan dau tién ndi yéu mot
nguoi bang dién thoai hay laptop. “Lé nao chi vi mot th rat phu phiém
nhu thé€ ma minh c¢6 thé khong bao gio kip ndi yéu anh?”, t6i nghi, “Hay
gib nhan tin lu6n nhi? Van nhét c6 gi xay ra, minh sé kh6ng phéi hoi han
vi chuyén nay.’ Ngh1 dén chuyén nhan tin vi luc 4 ay trén nui song rat yeu
gan nhu khong cd; t6i lai chang mudn goi dién dé roi anh nghe 10 yéu ma
chit dwoc chir mat.

Nhung t6i khong nhan. Ciing nhu t6i chua bao gio viét ra gidy danh
sach nhitng bai nhac mudn nguoi ta choi trong dam tang cta minh (c6
nhitng bai nhw November Rain, Forever Young, If I Die Young,...). Toi chwa
muon danh sach d6 duoc choi, toi chira lai mét hy vong dé€ cam tay anh
va no6i minh da yéu anh roi. Doi khi hy vong dong nghia voi so hai, nhat la
trong hoan canh ngoai tién lén khong con cach nao khac.

Nhung anh khong phai nguoi duy nhat t6i nghi dén vao lac xe dang
lao di gitra con bao dy.

Khi t6i ké chuyén nay cho hai dura kia, Zi cuoi vao mat t6i, “Chep, con
nay, thé€ ma may khong nghi dén me ctia may ma lai nghi dén trai?!”

Tudi 20 n6 thé? Con gai nd thé? Hay t6i vO tam nén nhu thé? Loi giai
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thich vira chém 1én dau mai lai tan vao khong khi. U thi 1au nay t6i van vo
tam véi gia dinh, giai thich mot [an nay cling chang d& lam gi. Luc &y thuc
co nghi dén ba me. Khoan tién 30,000 d6 néu xay ra tai nan van chua phéi
moén no 16n nhat. Mén no 16n nhat 1a voi gla dinh da lu6n ung ho va tin
twong chung t6i. Toi da ludn nghl dén kha nang x@u nhat, chang may xay
ra tai nan trén du’cmg di, lac dy gia dinh sé cam thay thé nao? N&i budn, ndi
dau ndng né ma chiing tdi sé gieo vinh vién vao long ba me chi vi mot lan
s6ng hét minh chang bao gid phai di. Va nguoi doi dau phai ai ciing biét
xot thuong, dau phai ai cling sé tu ngan minh ndi ra cau “Da bao dirng de
Chung no di. Puong sa nguy hiém.” Néu ching t6i c6 ménh hé gi, ndi cau
ay khac nao xat mudi vao long ba me chting t6i, rang da khong biét day
con, khong biét quan con, nuéng chiéu con qua dang.

Thé 13, Itic nghi dén ban trai lai nghi, “Chang may em di...” Nhung
ltc nghi dén gia dinh lai 1a mot 10i kién dinh, “Tui con sé vuot qua. Tui
con sé khong dung ¢ day.” Dé la sy khac nhau gitra nguoi cudi cung trong
nhting phut (cé thé 1a) cudi cung va nguoi dau tién trong moi luc, gitta
nguroi ta yéu va ngroi thuong ta, gitta nguoi ta gap trong doi va nguoi ta
no ca mot doi, gitra tinh yéu song phwrong va an tinh chay xu6i mot dong.

Sang som hom &y ding chan 6 tram xdng dau tién nhin thdy 6 chan
nui bén kia, t6i nhin ra bén ngoai van con t8i mo va [an d4u tién biét so hai
vé chang duong sap téi. Chuyén di nay c6 thé nguy hiém hon ching t6i
du doan. “Nhung ba me oi, it nhat la con da vuot qua duwoc mot lan roi”,
t6i nghi vay va ngoi vao ghé'lai thay cho Zi. “Con gi nita day, Colorado?”

Rio \/Mt«

1 Seatbelt: Thdt ddy an toan.
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Chuyen ¢ Beantown

Winter Trip
Boston, bang Massachusetts

am biét day Appalachian, chung tdi chinh thitc dén dia phén cua tiéu

bang Massachusetts — noi tap trung nhiing bd nao lam nén nén gido duc
tién tién nudc My. Nhitng con duong tir thud khai thién 1ap dia, hep va
vong veo dén ki la. Di tir bo Tay sang bo Dong, chung toi phai thira nhan
Highway Texas tuyet voi nhét, rong rai va thang tit tip mot con duong. “O
Texas di ban d6 gidy con dugc, lén Boston di bang Google maps hay GPS
chi dwong van lac nhw thuong Tui n6 tdm 1&m” — nguyén van nhiing gi
anh Thinh dan t6i hom nao trén duong dén Caddo Lake, tan hom nay da
dugc thau hiéu dén tam can... Hé thong duwong sa ¢ Boston cung véi kién
tric mién Pong ddc trung, t6i cd cam giac & day cai gi cling mang mau hoai
cd va... phtec tap.

Chung t6i d6 xe sau can nha 67, duong Highland, toa lac & mot thanh
phé' kha v6 danh k&€ canh Boston. Poan dwong tir Chicago dén Boston, toi
va Zi con kip “ting hd”, “cd vii” tinh than Rio bang tiét muc nhép moi You
Are Beautiful cia nhém One Direction. Rio d€ mac cho hai dita toi lam tro ¢
phia trén, 1an ra ngu 6 ghé sau vi dém hom qua lai lién tu ti gan nam tiéng
dong ho. Thang 12, bau troi am dam khong khoa 1ap duoc su lo lang hoi
hop ra mat ctia ké-ma-ai-cing-biét-1a-ai-day.

Nhumg con ngum ¢ Boston, nhitng trai nghiém ¢ Beantown ctt nhw
t6i vira nham mat, mé ra da 1a mot thé gidi that khac. Toi 6 cam gidc ngd
ngo ma rat rd, nhu Charlie! hdm nao con nhén ra tinh ban trong tréo minh
O truong, nay da phai dau tranh v6i strc ép ctia thoi gian va su d6i thay. D6
la Itic t6i vira cam thay hut hang, vira vui, vira lo 1ang, lai vira phan khoi.
M6 hon tap d6 khién t6i mat ngt hai dém dau 6 cin ho nho trén géc ling
duong Highland. T6i lam viéc dé thay vi bi cam xtc tran nao, toi bat tay
hoan tdt nhiing cong viéc ¢ treong con dang do, t6i khong cudng lai duoc
viéc thite t6i sang dé doc nhitng dong van yéu thich trong Rirng Nauy —
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cudn sach da cung toi 1on 1én qua tudi 17, 18. Nay da 21 r6i u? Toi nhin hai
nguoi ban cua minh, “Get lost. Be found.” Ai trong ching t6i cling da tirng
bi lac, bi mat phuwong hudng. Con duong di dén su treong thanh khong
thé tranh khoi nhiing va vdp tudi tré nhitng ndm muoi bay hai muoi. Ai
trong chung toi cling dang khiing khuay nhiét huyét song. Toi tw hoi, thé
vay la hai nguoi ban t6i yéu quy nhat ay da “be found” r6i w? Hon 6,000
dam cung nhau, phai chiang diém dén cua toi la day, Beantown vao nhitng
ngay mua dong rét muot, u hoai? D6 la mdt budi sang trong veo, tdi dang
viét cho xong bai essay xin hoc bdng ¢ truong, pha voi ly café, &n xong td
pho moi nguoi mua cho ti t6i qua, doc may bai bao tong hgp cudi ndm cua
Wall Street Journal, mot ngay mdi duoc bit dau khé tu lu va nhe nhang.
Zi choang vai t6i ru di mua café va it d6 an sang. Toi hoi chau may lai “Chi
gion em ha. Di bd dén Dunkin Donuts?”

“Co vai phut a, di tap thé duc ludn.”
“Thé duc cai gi, lanh 13m!”

“Pi di Oanh oi, di v6i chi...”

“Pwoc roi!”

Toi diing day, it khi nao tdi vuot qua dwgc nhitng con nan ni bat tan
cua ba chi Thién Binh chua luwong lw i 6i. Toi vo voi ao khoac roi di xudng
cau thang. Mau troi xam ngau, u dot, lai la kiéu thoi tiét li twong cua Zi.
Chung t6i di bd qua mot khu dan cw kha binh di. Titng can nha san sat
nhau, cé gac litng. Mau xanh mau do xen ké vui nhon, cé nha van dé vat
dung trang tri tir Christmas, khong phai kiéu quy hoach d6 thi sau nay ¢
Texas, nha nha cach nhau la ca khu vuon. Phia triede nha cot khoi cao ngut
pha vao nén troi mau xam ngoét, cang lam cho khung cam thém phéan am
dam va u budn. Toi cham rai budc di bén canh Zi, lau lau phai ding lai
dé€ Zi duoc thdéa man chup hinh. Tiét troi rat trong, khong lanh nhw toi
tuong, hay tdi dang tu swoi &m minh bang chit niém vui dwoc budc chan
ra duwong. Nhitng thang ngay vira qua chung toi di xe nhiéu hon di bd, cam
giac duoc di dao vao mot budi sang that am va thom, nhu dang udng mot
ly espresso bdc khoi ay.

Hay d6 1a mot budi chiéu mua, toi va... lai la Zi ng6i trede hién nha.
Toi khong 16 Zi cho t6i nghe bai hét gi, ching t6i dn gdi cudn, dwa mat vé
phia xa xa ctia khu phd, vang lang nhw to, chi ¢ tiéng mua tron 1an tiéng
nhac. Toi khong ro d6 la cam giac gi, twa h6 nhuw t6i dang 1a Reiko, Zi la
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Wantanabe. T6i — di nhién tudi doi con qua tré so voi nhan vat gia dan va
giau kinh nghiém nhu Reiko, nhung dé chi 1a s¢ mo hd huyén hodc toi
khong giai thich dwgc, chi la nhé dén mot doan truyén do thoi. Bém do
Reiko da xoa diu ndi dau ctia Wantanabe khi anh thti nhan vé tinh yéu cta
minh véi ca Naoko 1an Midori. Lam thé nao dé vuot qua duoc cai chét cua
Naoko, lam thé nao dé dén duoc voi Midori, lam thé nao dé€ song?

Di nhién Wantanabe da chon su song thay vi sy chét, chon su yéu
thuwong cho twong lai thay vi ndi budn chon mai trong long tir qua khtr.
Su trudong thanh duoc nung luyén qua khong it nhitng budi chiéu nhuw thé
nay, toi va nguoi ban than ctia minh, ti vung vé khong biét cu x@ nhu nao
phai. Zi ctt lién tuc mé di mé lai mot bai hat. D6 la mot ban nhac bu6n hét
stic, chac khong c6 tdi, Zi da ngdi lang lang khoc hay lai roi vao tinh trang
chiem nghiém ndi bubdn dai lau. Zi k& cho tdi nghe vé chuyén qué kht, vé
ndi dau va chuyen budn ngan dai trong cudc doi va chuyén tinh cam cta
minh, ké vé sy ton thuong khi da vuot qua va khong khoi lo ldng vé su vd
thuong. Toi chi im lang va lang nghe r6i 1ap lai nhitng gi dém hom trudc
toi doc dwoc.

“T6i nghi cau qua nghiém trong véi chuyén day. Yéu mot nguoi khac
la mot chuyén tuyét voi, va néu tinh yéu dy la chan thanh, khong ai cudi
cung bi ném vao mé cung ca. Cau phai cé thém long tin vao ban than méi
dwoc. “

. chuyén cau yéu cd ay chi 1a diéu rat ty nhién. N6 6 thé tién trién
tot, cling c6 thé khong. Nhung tinh yéu la thé. Khi ta yéu, tu nhién nhét la
hay tha hét minh cho nd.”

Mot ngéy Boston c6 nang, toi di dao ¢ quang trwong Harvard, toi
doan hon ntra s6 nguzoq o day Cung la dan du lich, nhin ai cling phén khoi
va héo htec Iim. U, c6 1& Rio néi ding “Tao ma yéu thi & dau ciing sé ning

'/I

am may a!

lri% Le

1 Charlie: Nhdn vdt chinh trong tdac phdm “The Perks of Being a Wallflower” ciia nha van nguoi My, Stephen

Chbosky
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Taking a break as we left Nevada and entered Utah winter wonderland

Breath-taking sunset on top of Yosemite National Park, California
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Boston, Boston

Nhirng mita déng
Boston, bang Massachusetts

gay dau tién toi dén Boston 1la mot ngéy troi chi se lanh so vdi tiét

dong nudc My. Dén tan lac do, Boston van chi la mot cdi tén thodng
qua d6i véi tdi, mot thanh phd bo Dong dat d6 gan lién véi khong khi hoc
tap nghién ctru. Boston loang thoang xuat hién trong nhiing trang sach St
toi phai hoc nhur mot trong nhitng cai noi lich stt cia Hoa Ky, khi su kién
biéu tinh chinh tri Boston Tea Party nam 1773 da gop phan thuc day Cach
mang M§. Ngoai ra khong con mot ddu hiéu nao khac bao trudc rang sau
nay duyén no cua toi va Boston sé trd thanh mot cau chuyeén dai.

Nho mot méi lwong duyén da dinh sén tir Iic nao khong rd, Boston
dén toi voi doi bo song Charles. Chi vi mot con song Charles dy thoi ma
vung dat la 1am nay, viing dat toi chura bao gio mang dén, da lam toi yéu tir
cai nhin déu tién. Budi sang hom &y, khi t6i di doc cau Harvard bac ngang
song Charles dudi cdi nang vang ngot nhe cia muia dong, Boston hién ra
hién hoa va trong lanh. Ngam nhin dong song ém a vdi doi bo khong qua
cach ngan, syt thanh binh nhe nhang phu mau nang Vang to, t6i bong nhan
ra song Charles goi nhé dén sdng Han & Da Nang qué nha. Giéng thé nao
toi khong ro. Song Han cta téi — nhu bao con song Viét Nam khac — di
nhién... khong sach bang Charles, hai bén bo van con lai vai bai hoang lau
say soi dat, nhitng nép nha ngé nghiéng hay nhitng doan 6ng nudc ri sét
do ban. Nhung hai con song van glong dén la ky, theo kiéu chi nhitng ai
da lon 1én ¢ hai bén bo song Han moi cat nghla dwoc. Sau nay khi Zi va
Iris dén Boston, tui né ciing tAm tic khing dinh, “U, gidng séng Han that.”

Toi quay sang ndi vdi ba chi di cung “Em thich Boston roi ddy nhé.”
Cau ndi dy voi toi 1a mot diéu xa xi. Toi hiém khi thich ai hay cai gi tir cai

nhin dAu tién.

Lan &y toi chi ¢ Boston ba ngay, vira du dé tham MIT, Harvard, va
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downtown. Néu MIT la nhitng khoi nha mang nét kién triac dam chat hién
dai, tham chi gan véi nhitng duong nét udn luon, cat goc tdo bao va nhing
gam mau noi bat, thi Harvard lai tuyen nhung toa nha c¢6 kinh trong nhw
nha tho, nhitng méi vom véi dam go sam tdi va nhung khung ctra s6 lap
kinh thuy tinh mau. Nhung chan thanh ma ndi, hai ngdi truong nay khong
dé lai nhiéu &n tuong 1am trong toi. C6 thé vi hom ay la mot ngay troi u
am va lanh. Nhung du sao di nira, cam giac dang budc qua nhitng 161 di
ma biét bao nhiéu thién tai, bao nhiéu hoc gia danh gia tting rao budc trén
d¢, ciing it nhiéu déc biét. Duong nhu d6 la mot cam giac vé khoang cach:
khoang cach tri thiic, khéng gian, thoi gian, hay mot diéu gi d6 nita ma toi
khong nhéan ra.

Chi ba ngay ¢ Boston qua that da khong cho toi mot bitc tranh toan
canh. Toi chi chl’rng kién khong khi hoc tdp ¢ nhiing ngéi treong danh
tiéng cung dong sdng Charles dep va hién. Nhung chiing ay da du tao nén
trong t6i &n tong lan dau vé Boston nhur Da Nang, boi 1& khi nhic dén Pa
Néng t6i gan nhu chi hoai niém vé hai noi: dong sdng Han hién lanh va
ngoi truong chuyén cap III ctia minh. Khi tré vé Texas, toi da ndi véi nhitng
nguoi ban than cia minh “Mot ngay nao d6 nhat dinh ta sé tim dwong dén
Boston.” Vi Boston giong Da Néng cua toi. Chi vi thé thoi.

Lan tht ba 1én Boston, noi dau tién t6i dén tham 1a Boston College.
Ngdi truong xdy doc men theo trién nti, mang dam tinh Thién Chua gido
an trong nhitng bttc turong uy nghi bé thé kiéu Collegiate Gothic, trong cac
téc pham diéu khac theo cac dién tich Thién Chua gido dat rai rac trong
truong hay nhitng ctra s6 thuy tinh mau ¢ khu phong an. Trén nén troi
dang nga mau chiéu hom dy, mot [an nita t6i nhan ra cdm xdc ctia minh rat
dé bi thoi tiét va khung canh chi phoi. Cling 16i kién trac Collegiate Gothic
nay, toi da ttrng thay ¢ University of Washmgton vao mot ngay thang Ba
nang am, ngap trong sac hoa anh dao mau hong phon phét mém mai. Va
tte lic &y, UW trong toi ludn la truong dai hoc dep nhat, dang yéu nhat;
bat ké toi c6 lanh nhat véi nhitng ky niém ¢ bang Washington dén mtic
nao. Vay ma Boston College trong sdc xdm ctia chiéu nay chang goi 1én cho
t6i chtt 4n tuong gi. Panh goi mot 10 ta 16i va mot 1oi hen duyén s8 dén
nhting noi chon va nhitng con nguoi toi da trét gdp vao nhitng ngay troi
mang mau xam.

K& ra dai dong nhu thé chi d& khang dinh tinh yéu ki la t6i danh cho
Boston. Toi da yéu Boston bat chap lan nao toi dén day thoi tiét cing lanh
cam va troi nhudém mau may ndng né, bat chap Boston da khong con giong
Da Néng nhu t6i nghi, bat chap cdi long toi danh cho su hoc va bang cap da
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ngudi lanh tir 1au. Muia dong dau tién & Boston, t6i nghi phai hoc that gioi
0 nhing treong that tot. Mot nam sau dé da c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra, nhiéu
bién ¢ khién t6i phai nhin nhan lai va gan loc xem dau méi 1a diéu minh
thuc su thich nhat. To6i khong con la con bé hoc truong chuyen ngay xua
o ba Nang, yéu cam giac dén trvzcmg va tin rang dau vao nhiing treong
danh tiéng la bao chiing cho su ¢ gang ctia minh. Nhitng truong danh
tiéng lai can hai diéu ma tr 1au t6i chan ngan: diém sd cao va hoat dong
trong cac t& chitc. D& duoce nhan vao nhitng noi y, téi han phai tham gia
nhiéu hoat dong véi cac cau lac bo hoi nhém nay no. Nhung song gitra thé
ki 21 nay, mdi ngay nghe rao giang khong ngiing vé tam quan trong ctia
lam viéc nhém, t6i van thich danh thoi gian mdt minh thay vi vac than dén
mot hoi nhém nao d6, tao quan hé va to chire nhiing su kién hoanh trang.
Miéc du khong hé pht nhan gia tri ctia nhitng hoat dong nay, t6i van khong
tim thady mot chtit hitng thi nao du d€ khién t6i kién nhan lam viéc cing
nhing con nguoi xa la khac tan sd véi minh. Sau d6 la dén viéc hoc. Toi
khong wa hau hét nhitng mén hoc ¢ treong, va hang gio lién khong ngung
twe hoi nod ¢ tac dung gi trong cudc song ctia minh sau nay. Thé'la t6i quyét
dinh sé quan quanh véi nhitng cudn sach tan mac, nhiing budi chiéu di dao
trong cong vién, nhitng lan nam nghe nhac, va nhitng chuyén di bat ngo
dén nhitng vung dat mai la.

Doi khi t6i van y thttc ¢6 thé minh da sai; thanh qua cua gido duc
khéng phai ngay mot ngay hai ma nhin thay dwoc.Trong long t6i van c6
st né phuc khong bao gid mat di danh cho nhitng nguroi da cd gang hoc
1én that cao, dat thanh tich xuat sac trong linh virc ctia minh. Nhung moi
nguoi sinh ra véi mdt con duong riéng, va con duzorng toi di — ttr mOt nam
trudc — da bat dau tach khoi dai 16 truong Oc. Toi van sé t1ep tuc hoc khong
ngitng nhitng gi toi thich, mot ngdn ngx mdi, nhl:mg nén van hoa khac,
cach thiét ké mot quyén sach, v.v... nhung thé gidi ctia bang c&p va hoc vi
han sé khong c6 tén tdi va toi cling khong mang dat chan dén d6 nita.

Nhung ti van yéu Boston. Cé thé chi vi song Charles qua ddi yén
binh, ¢ thé vi thién cam mdc dinh cua t6i danh cho bat ky thanh phd nao
c6 mot con song chay ngang qua, 6 thé vi mot tiém sach ci tén Brattle t6i
vO tinh tim thdy trong lic dang rao budc quanh downtown.

Brattle 1a mot tiém sach ky thu. Chu tiém da tan dung bai dat trong
bén canh d¢ sap rat nhiéu ké sach g1a tte 1 dén 3 dong (khoang tur 20,000 -
60,000 VND). Nguwoi mua thoai mai Iira chon, sau d6 mang sach vao tiém
chinh ngay bén canh dé thanh todn. Khung canh hang loat ké sich nam
diém nhién gitta mot bai dat trong, trén con duwong West khé vang ling
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gitta downtown mang nét quyén ri kho6 cuedng. Lan thit ba & Boston, toi tw
tim duong dén Brattle mét minh cuing chiéc may anh phim mdéi mua. Toi di
vong vong duz&mg Beacon tuédng chiing da bi lac, réi chay bang qua Boston
Common, mdi ltic mdi dirng lai &€ chup anh. Cling chinh ltuc nay toi lai vo
tinh phat hién duwgc bo tac pham diéu khic bang dong ctia Arcangelo Ca-
scieri va Adio Biccari. Ba bttc twgng dat trong khudn vién Parkman Plaza
tao nén mot hinh tam giac hoan hao: Industry la nguoi C6ng nhan dang
khoan vao mot khéi ngii gidc; Religion miéu ta mot ngudi dan 6 ong dang
quy trén ngoi sao, anh mat hudng 1én troi, hai canh tay huong xudng dat,
long ban tay mo rong Toi ddc biét thich tac pham cudi cung — Learrung -
mot anh chang ngdi doc sach, tay phai cam la ban. Anh dang ngoi trén qua
dia cau voéi vanh dai vi tuyén khac nhitng dau hiéu cta cac cung Hoang
dao, ma hai cung c6 thé nhin thay rd nhat 1a Bao Binh va Song Nguw — hai
cung cudi cung ctia vong Hoang dao, lan luot biéu trung cho tinh than
sang tao, d6i moi va niém tin, tinh yéu, tam linh.

Cudi cung toi cling tim lai dwgc Brattle yéu thich ctia minh. Tiém sach
doéng ctra vao 5 gio 30 chiéu, lac dy da 4 gio 45 phut. Toi loanh quanh qua
nhﬁzng ké séch go cii ky, xiéu veo, lac vao nhitng twa sdch xa xwa. Dén gan
gio dong ctra, toi sang tiém chinh dé€ tra tién; lan nay méi d€'y tiém con ban
dau gia nhu’ng ban thao va céc bitc anh quy, chang han nhu ban nhac ctia
ong nhac si nao do to6i chang nhd tén, hay phlen ban The Cat in the Hat in
lan dau caa Dr. Seuss. Luc ay chi mong gia ma minh giau. Nhung du sao
toi cing tim duoc tap tho More Poems cua A. E. Housman phién ban dau
tién in trén gidy cuc t6t, mau trang nga va day. C6 thé thoi ma vui dén tan
may hom sau.

Sau nay khi tim hiéu thém vé Brattle, t6i méi biét nd 1la mot trong
nhting tiém sach ch 16n nhat va xwa nhat nuéc My, khai truong vao nam
1825. Pau d6 trong can nha ba tang nam khiém t6n 6 s6 9 duwong West ctia
downtown Boston con c6 ca mot phong kin lvu gite nhitng ban in dau tién,
nhitng ban danh riéng cho dan suwu tap, va nhitng ban boc da cta cac tira
sach xa xua. Néu ai d¢ la tin do ctia sach, Brattle véi nguoi d6 sé 1a chdn
thiéng liéng nhung &m ctng. Néu may man ho sé tim dugc nhiing thién
duwong da mat 6 noi nay.

Thé day, Boston 1a bang chiing nho nho cho viéc doi khi tdi c6 the yeu
v0i dn tuwong ban dau khong dung 1am, nhung sau nay ké ca khi nhtrng mo
ho &y da tan di, tinh cam cua t6i van khong thay doi. Nhu t6i van déu dan
theo d5i How I Met Your Mother sau chin phan dai hoi lam Itic chan kinh
khung, hay t6i van kién nhan doc titng chwong méi cia Conan, tinh dén
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nay da hon 10 ndm (khi biét chuyén nay, mot cau ban cua t6i da to y ché
bai “Tao thay viéc d6 that vo nghia va mat thoi gian.” Cau ay khong biét
cau ndi d6 da lam toi thoang budn. Trong mot gidy toi ty hoi phai ching
minh la ké don ddc cudi cung kién nhan véi nhitng ky niém va so thich?
Phai chdng trong thoi dai nay, nhanh chong gat di nhitng gi “vo nghia” va
“mat thoi gian”, nhanh chdng chia tay khi thay chan yéu méi la diéu dung
dan, nhw t6i van nghe vai nguoi ban than nhién khang dinh? Mot gidy sau
toi tw tra 10i “Thoi ké.”) Toi ludn tin tinh yéu that sw chi dén khi minh da
biét rd nhitng géc khuat, nhitng nhwrgc diém cta nguoi d6, ma van khong
budng tay. Trén doi von khong c6 diéu gi hoan hao, tuy nhién nhiing ky
diéu nho nho va kho bau bi mat cua mét thanh phd chi khoi mé cho ké nao
kién nhan. Ma dat ciing nhw nguoi, Iic hao nhoang trdi di, nhitng gi con
lai chinh 1a chan tinh.

Rio \/mm
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Living the adventure of our lives

Resting before we continued our long drive
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New York! Where all the dreams happen!

03/ 2014
New York, bang New York

hting t6i roi Boston di New York vao ngay cudi cung ctia nam 2013.

Theo nhw du dinh, ching t6i sé dén New York vao tam chiéu tdi, vira
kip &n mung giao thira, mac du viéc c6 nén chen lan trong dam dong &
Times Square nhuw ban thuwong thay trén CNN hay ¢ khach san ngdi nham
nhi reou vang va xem truy‘én hinh tryc tiép thi van chuwa duge quyét dinh.
Ngay cudindm ay, Boston van chwra chim trong nhung con gio lanh budt va
bao tuyet trang x6a mdc dit nhiét dd tam -4°C, nang van roi xuyén nhung
canh cay xo xac, goi moi ching toi ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh kham pha nudc
My.

Lan &y 1a mot [an xuat phat rdt khac, méc du van ba dira con géi ciing
chiéc xe Kirah nhung chiing t6i d6n chao mot s6 thanh vién méi nhap hoi.
Lan &y, t6i nhuw nguoi me tré chwa kip tinh tam ttr viéc dwa con gai Rio sang
gdp chong thi Iris da kip d4 toi ra, gianh vi tri “nguwoi me tré” dy. Lan dy,
Rio dang nam tay anh Gdu trong em Kirah cta chung t6i, vé mat vui cuoi
nhuw thé muia xuan da dén, hudéng xe vé phla tay. Con toi ngai ngung ng01
trong mot xe khac, cam ban tay cta ngum con trai vira ghé sang doi may
hém tho6i nhung nhiing tuong da vai nam quen biét. O ghe sau, mot Bach
Duong, mot Song T dang ngap ngéan ngap dai, c6 vé san sang lam glac
ngan thu trén duong di. Lan ay, moi th ¢d vé twoi méi nhu nhiing cay co
xanh muét con diém swong tir dém hom trude va ca nhitng chiéc xe tai trén
cao toc cting khong lam chiing t6i phién long la may. Lan &y...

oQREDe

Ttr ngay bwdc vao Nhiép anh Thoi trang khoang nam 2011, t6i da
them ‘mong duoc mot [an dén New York —cai ndi cua thoi trang nuoc My.
Khi &y t6i con chan wdt chan rao chup cho vai model agencies' ¢ Dallas va
bat dau nam hoc ¢ UT Dallas, ban biu lam quen véi nhiéu thit méi va kiém
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viéc lam thém —chuyén dén New York khéng phai 1a kha di cho 1am. Hon
nita, nhu cau cta John Green trong cudn Paper Towns — “I'm in love with
the cities I've never been to and the people I've never met!”? — t6i chi cam
nang New York nhu bao nguoi cam néang Paris. N6i cho cting Cung chi nhw
nhitng nguoi khach du lich muén dwgc mot lan dén tham cac thanh phd
tiéng tam ma thoi, cho dén thang ba nam 2012, khi tdi may man dugc vai
ngwoi ban “tai trg” 1én tham ching né ¢ Upstate New York...

Sau vai ngay kham pha Johnson City va than van chan ché vé do héo
lanh ctia noi day (héo lanh nhung thién nhién cua noi nay thi tuyét voi—
tao diéu kién cho t6i chup hinh ngay dém), Hoang va tdi bat xe bus duong
dai sau tiéng tir Binghamton 1én Manhattan. T6i nhé nhu in ltc chiéc xe di
trong duong ham, dan dan ngoc dau lén tir mét dat. Manhattan bat dau
xuat hién, trai dai tredc mat tdi voi nhung anh dén dém du mau sac o ph1a
bén kia song—nhiing toa nha cao ngat nguong dimg ndi nhau nhap nhé ¢
duwong chan troi. Trong ldc chting t6i bi tac lai gitta mé ket xe, t6i mo mang
nhin nhitng dong xe dai san sat bén nhau mai khong dich lén phia trredc
dwoc centimet nao va chot nhd vé Sai Gon. “Conneticuit, Massachusetts
nay, xe kia Chay tir California sang day co!” —thoi quen nhin bién s6 doan
tung tich cta toi lai troi day, tw héi nhiing nguzcn kia tir dau dén. New
York nhu diém tu tap ctia biét bao nhiéu ngum tir khdp moi noi trén thé
gidi—co nguoi ghé tham mot thoi gian, c6 ngwoi sinh ra va 16n 1én ¢ day,
va co ngu’di chi dén lam viéc mot vai ndm. Hau hét déu la nhitng c4 nhan
véi mot niém dam mé, hoai bao rat riéng Cung mot tham vong bién giac
mo trd thanh hién thuc. Lic 4y trong xe bus c6 vai thanh nién Chau Au
mang balo, ¢ vé da trén duong khdm phéa nudc My khd 1au roi. Bong mot
chang trai toc vang ding day, hét 1on: “New York! Where all the dreams
happen!”® Toi chot thdy ¢ ngon ltra vo hinh nao dy dang hing huc chay
trong nguoi...

Cho dén ngay hom nay, tdi van luén cam on nhitng ngudi ban tuyét
voi da dua toi dén New York dao thang ba nam nao...

QR

Xe toi dén New York tam 4 gio 30 chiéu, trong khi Rio va anh Gau
dang mat tich & vliing nao chang biét, chi goi dién bao co tan ba bon t1er1g
ntta moi dén khach san duoc. Nhitng tuong GPS cuia n6 chi duong vong
qua ba bdn tiéu bang, sau nay méi biét hai dira chay tit 1én Upstate New
York thdm tht nti d6i roi madi tro vé véi xa hoi. Vao dén khéch san, toi mét
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Itr nguoi vi do6i nén chi da ste 1€t 1én givong réi ngu ludn mot gidc trong
khi Iris va anh Song Tt than thanh rt nhau xudng phd lam chat banh mi
kep hotdog.

Nhitng ki niém vé Tan tht hai & New York bong hién vé trong gidc
mo—con duong nho & Astor Place dan vé khu ky ttc xa caa NYU, Wash-
ington Square noi toi hay di dao vao buoi séng va luu lai cudc séng & déy
trong nhlrng thude phlm Broadway Street & SoHo trong nhvzng chiéu am
u, hay ng6i nham nhi cSc ca phé kiéu Y ¢ nhitng géc phd cd kinh ctia Little
Italy.

Trudce khi dén day, toi thtr‘ong biét dén thanh phd néy nhu mot noi
khong bao glo ngung nghi, cudc séng ludn héi ha ban ron va néu ban
khong c6 gang bat k1p nhip sdng, truwedc sau thi ban cung sé bi roi lai phia
sau. Nhung diéu &y khong dong nghia voi viéc tat ca moi tht déu bi kéo
vao gudng mdy ctia xa hdi va New York van cho ngudi ta mot khong gian
nhat dinh d€ song cham lai do6i chut. Téi da danh phan nhiéu thoi gian
kham pha New York mét minh—chim vao bién nguoi trong ga tau dién
ngam khi khong ai bi€t minh va minh cting khong biét ai ca. Céi cam giac
ban thudc vé noi nay va dong thoi ban cting khong thuce su thudc vé noi
nay —day la mot thi t6i rat thich vé du lich mot minh. Va t6i da yéu New
York nhu t6i yéu tudi tré cua con nguoi, 6 1€ thé —ludn ludn tran day nhiét
huyét va stecc séng. Mac du nhiing nam vé sau, c¢6 nhiéu tht d6i thay va
ban than tdi ciing gia di d6i phan, cai 6n ao ndo nhiét & New York bat dau
trd nén “binh thuong” va c¢6 phan qud mttc, nhigu diéu van nfu chan toi vé
lai thanh phd nay.

Ca dam tu hop vé khach san tam 11 gio dém hom &y, quanh quan
bén TV vdi ruou vang, vai chai bia va mot chai Kalua loai toi kha thich,
s&n sang dén giao thira. Ngay bé khi t6i con méi thm sau bay tudi, cte mdi
ngay cudi ndm, ca nha lai ngdi quanh TV xem truyén hinh truc tiép 1& dén
nam moi ¢ Times Square, roi toi dp i wdéc mo dwoc mot lan thue su ding o
noi day ch khong phai nhin tit man hinh TV nhuw thé nay. Mai may chuc
nam moi dwge mot dip 1én New York vao dung ngay 31, cudi cung chiing
toi da bo 16 co héi hoa Cfmg dbng ngubi o Quéng Tru’&mg Thoi Dai ndm
nay. “Thdi thi c6 chdn ném am dp va cdi nha vé sinh van hon,” chung toi
an ti lan nhau. Tuy rang t6i lai trai qua mot ndm mdi khong ¢o gia dinh
0 bén canh, nhvmg ngum ban xung quanh toi duong nhu bu dap tat ca.
Trong cidn phong dm ctng, ching toi “ndi vong tay 16m,” vui cuoi va hao
htrc don cho gidy phut chuyén giao dau nam canh nhau. Dung 11:59 dém,
qua béng noi tiéng dwgc tha tir toa nha One Times Square, roi xudng trong
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vong 60 giay tir d0 cao 43 mét, bao hiéu mot nam mai vira sang. Cung luc,
ching t6i—4m ap trong phong khach san—nang cdc, tiéng “Chutic ming
nam maéi” dong loat vang 1én, mang lai mot cam giac htrng hue kho ta.

“Pay sé la mot nam tuyét voi,” t6i da nghi nhw thé.

Ngay trudc, gidc mo New York cta toi rat that. Toi biét minh muon
lam gi va lam sao dé€ dat dwgc diéu ay. Toi 1én ké hoach r6 rang—nhiing
contact toi can, nhitng agencies cé thé cdng tac, nhfrng tap chi t6i mudn
lam viéc cho, nhitng lich trinh dén New York, va ca file excel cé twa “Ready
for Manhattan.” T6i da thoi duing tién linh tinh va bat dau danh dum timng
ti cho glac mo New York &y. Hang ngay vao moi sang thtrc day, toi luon
nhin vao laptop background va nghi vé nhitng ngay sau nay ¢ Brooklyn.
Dai loai nhu thé.

Cho dén thoi diém hién tai, rat nhiéu thi da thay doi va toi quyét dinh
tam gac lai gidc mo New York dy. C6 1€ chinh suy nghi cta t6i cling da
thay d6i it nhiéu. Toi van yéu New York bang mot thit tinh cam khé thiéng
heng, nhlmg c6 nhat thiét pha1 song ¢ trong vong tay New York khong thi
van la mot cau hoi chwa c6 dap an. Hom nay, mot cudc ndi chuyen ngan
v6i nguoi ban Anbo o cung nha lam t6i nh¢ lai nhiing Jan trai tim t6i dap
thinh thich va cam thay hoi hop vé tuong lai.

“You know, you should go to New York.” Anh ban ndi.
“I'’know.” Toi cuoi dép.

Long cam thay nhu thé nhitng ngay day hoai bao, wéc mo van con
day...

1i /]/\gvu&ay\

1 Model agency: Céng ty nguoi mdu

2 “D'm in love with the cities I've never been to and the people I've never met!”: T6i yéu nhiing thanh phd téi
chuta bao ¢iv dén va nhitng nguoi téi chua bao gio gap.

3 “New York! Where all the dreams happen!”: New York! Noi nhing gidc mo tré thanh hién thuc!
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Golden Boston before twilight

View of Manhattan from above—beyond our ability to describe
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Toa nha ct

Mot ngay ddu nam 6 New York

ang hom d¢ to6i ngu day sau mot dém don giao thira tung bitng & New

York. Chung t6i 16 dip “chen chtuc” trong bién nguoi & Times Square,
nhung van gitt dugc vai “truyén thdng” sap bi mai mot — ngdi xem chuwong
trinh d6n ndm mdi ctia dai ABC dang dién ra tai Quang trueong Thoi Dai.

Toi hay thich dwgc diing trén cao nhu thé nay va duoc ca quang canh
thanh phd 6m 13y tam mat. Khach san chiing téi & nam ngay trung tam
Manhattan va d6i dién véi toa nha World Trade ch. Trén nén dat nay,
nguoi ta da xay 1én mot toa nha mdi; ho rao kin va dé€ khach tham quan
dén tudng niém, coi nhu mot dién dén cua lich sit. Day nguoi dang chen
chtic & phia dudi xép hang vao “tham quan”.

Trong mot khoanh khac thodng qua, nhitng ki tic bat dau hién vé
trong t6i nhu cudn sach bi 1at nguoc ting trang. Vé nhitng ngay Zi ké cho
toi vé “c6 nhan”, “tinh yéu vi dai”, la “thanh phd twong lai” cua chi, vé
nhing trang sach Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close va Oskar cta toi, vé
mot lan ban t6i quay sang bao “Thé ban nghi ngudi ta con bi ndi budn ngay
11 thang 9 am anh khong?”; nhiing trang sach tiép tuc dwa toi dén nhing
ngay t6i nghe nguoi ta nhac dén nhitng chinh sach méi ctia Hoa Ki tit sau
vu khing b6 11/9, vé mot Ian tdi nghe ai d6 ké rang ho 1a nguoi c6 mat vao
dung hom su kién dé dién ra, “Toi thdy trén khudn mat ctia mdi nguoi la
su t6i tam va khung hoang tot buc. Ca doi ho chwa bao gio ném trai sw tan
khdc cta chién tranh. C6 chang nguoi Viét minh, nhitng ngwoi thé hé nhu
t0i, trai qua mot thoi ma bom dan va mau xwong cua dong doi la viéc mdi
ngay, ngrdi My chéc chan sé con bi am anh va no6i dau sé con dai dang hon
thé.” Phai chang sau cti sc tinh than d6, quan chitc Nha Trang bat dau ddy
manh qudc phong an ninh dén muc “con rudi ciing khong lot dugc vao
dai st quan My”, nhu trong quyén Chiéc Xe Lexus va cay O-liu ctia Thomas
Friedman da thuat lai.
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Hang nguoi dudi kia, ti ty hoi ai trong sd ho, giong nhu Oskar cta
t0i, van dang cd di tim va luc 1oi nhitng ki tc cia minh va nguoi than, niu
gitt mot bong dang nguoi ma gio da la qua khi, la cat va bui.

T6i 6 mot cau ban sinh ra va 16n 1én ¢ Manhattan muwoi nam va chuyén
vé Texas song. Kevin di dén dau va ¢ bat ki dip gi, c6 co hdi gidi thiéu vé
ban than, anh ta cling s€ md dau man “thuyét trinh”: “Noi t6i sinh ra va
16n 1én la Manhattan, New York.” Toi bat chot giat minh khi Kevin bang
quo noi vé qué huong ctia minh “Ai noi la nguoi dan New York da vuot
qua duoc ngay 11 thang 9 sau gan mot thap ki, toi khong tin.

Kevin la nguoi da thuc su song va vueot qua vu tham khoc dy. Nhing
Oskar, Kevin, hay nhitng nguoi dan New York da song vdi trién mién kéo
dai tir dau thuong nay dén ndi lo so khac trong gan chuc ndm qua. C
nhu mot quan co domino, tit ca cing nga va am thanh &y nhu tiéng kéu
ctia tuyét vong mai khong dit. Toi may mén duoc sinh ra ¢ thoi dai khong
phai nghe tiéng bom dan sung ng, chiu sy tang thwong mat mat cta dong
bao. Nguoi My thoi d6 ciing vay. Ho da quen véi su binh yén va dé chiu
trong doi song thuong nhat, ho cling chi 1a nhiing con nguoi binh thuong
nhu bat ki mét cue dan nao thudc vé nhitng dia luc khéc trén thé gioi. Su
chdn dong va mat mat, am thanh cua qua khi¢ thanh cuc dai va tiép tuc
ngan dai sau hon mot thap ki boi sy gén két cua ho véi con nguoi va vung
dat noi day, Manhattan, New York da thdm vao mau va linh hon, dam dac
hon sau tung thé hé.

To6i nhin Manhattan vé dém tit bén kia ctia East River. Cau Brooklyn
vé dém xang xinh den dién, Empire State Building noi bat gitra nén troi
véi mii tén hudng lén troi. Ching ta song twa nhu khoi may, ai roi ciing c6
mot lic phai tan vao bau khi quyén, chim theo dong lich st thoi gian, roi
c6 con ai d€ nhd, roi con diéu gi d€ luyén ti€c nita chang...

lri% \/e
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67 [Highland

ém hom ay trén san thuong mot khach san & New York, nhin ra c6 thé

thdy hang ngan 6 ctra s6 chua bao gio tat den, trong lan khong khi rét
mudt cia mot ngay dau nam, ching t6i khong néi gi, chi im lang nhin vao
mat nhau. Ngay khoanh khac d6, mot suy nghi bat chot ndy xanh trong toi,
mot suy nghi rat don gian nhung t6i chura bao gio c6 trude day, “Tim duoc
roi. Du c6 gi di nita, nhat dinh cting khong budng tay nguoi nay.”

oGREe

Ban be t6i thinh thoang hay hoi “Dao nay yéu duong thé nao?” Toi
chi tra 16i ngan gon “Binh thuong Van t6t.” Ban beé tdi — c6 nguoi tir lau
da bo cudc choi, khong con tin rang trén doi nay c6 nguoi danh cho minh.
Cé ngudi quay quat di tim mot nguoi nit thong minh nhung khong 1an
at minh, manh mé nhung nt tinh, thich kham phé nhtrng mudn 6 nha,
ndu com ngon va am hiéu nghe thuét, doc 1ap va mém yéu, vang vang va
vang vang (qua that dén g10, du c§ gang bao nhiéu toi ciing khong thé gan
di chat mia mai trong cau nay). Co6 nguoi dén dung luc thi cudi thoi. Co
nguoi hiéu t6i, ma von ai da hiéu minh thi khong can néi nhiéu.

Hai tir “Binh thuong. Van tét.” dy, toi ctia vai ndm trude néu nghe
dwoc sé nghi “Yéu duong g1 ma chéan thé? Chac khong yeu nhiéu 1lam.”
Toi cua thoi tré dai van tin rang néu yéu nhiéu sé dat dao cam xuc, lac nao
ngon tte cling chuc cho trén bo moi, cling mudn hat tinh ca cho ca nhiing
ngroi “vo can” nghe.

Nhfrng Itc 6 bén canh, t6i hay nhin anh ma khéng noi duoc 10i nao;
doi ltc con tu hoi sao minh mang tleng viét van ma dén doan yeu duong
thé nay — von 1a linh vuc dac dia ctia cac anh chi vén si thi dan cé ci tén
ntra Tay ntra Ta nhu t6i — lai khong ta n6i du chi mét chat tinh thwong mén
trong ca sudi ngudn cam xuc dat dao mudn troi vé nguoi d6. Nhing luc
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bat luc qua ddi nhw vay, toi lai tim doc tho Xuan Quynh. C¢ ltc nira dém
nh¢ anh khéng chiu duoc, toi im bai Ty hat, nan nét Chép tay lai dinh goi
cho anh. Chit tdi v&n x&u nén phai chép lan hai, th¢ ma mai van khong
chan. Chi c6 nhumg van tho chan phuong, diu dang ma thdm tham cua
Xuan Quynh, rt ri trong dau, trdi xudng dwdi ngdi but méi lam diu di ndi
nhd nay.

Dai khi t6i nhin anh, nhat 1a lic anh dang ngu, roi tu hoi “Doi mét
dai dai ne, cdi miéng cong cong né, ca cap 10 tai rat dep theo tuwdng s dng
ba noi lai, khuén mat tron tron, toc cing ctng... Vi sao nguoi nay lai xuat
hién? Vi sao nguoi nay lai yéu minh? Vi sao nhat dinh phai dung la nguoi
nay chix?” Toi ¢a ngam nhin, da tw hoi nhu thé hang tram an, nhung chua
lan nao tim duoc cau tra 10i, chua Ian nao cau hoi ay khong lam ddy 1én
trong toi sw biét on diu dang pha 1an sy ngac nhién truedc nhitng néo duong
cua duyén so.

Ngay xua t6i khong tin nhiéu thi: yéu tir cai nhin dau tién, yéu nhau
mai mai, the one, vang vang va vang véng Bay gio toi cling khéng han da
tin nhvzng tha ay. thmg mot budi sang thitc day, khong can phai dén
treong, c6 thoi glan nam trén giwong va nghi lung tung, t6i bdng nhan ra
minh thdm chi con khong nghi dén nhing chuyén d6 nita. Chuyén tinh
yéu sét danh co that hay khong cha con quan trong nira. Nguwoi ta co yéu
nhau mai mai hay ntra cudi cudc doi la chiu dung nhau cting méc. Thuyét
the one — ding nguoi — hay chuyén right time — ding lic — méi la yéu td
quyét dinh mot cudc hon phoi, thoi ké nguoi ta di. Sdng hom ay t6i chi thay
ching t6i dang yéu nhau, vay la du roi.

Chung t6i yéu xa, nguoi ¢ Boston, nguoi ¢ Dallas. Lan dau tién dén
nha anh trong chuyén Winter Trip, toi rén rén e de nhu tré lac. Can nha s6
67 mau xanh hién ra xa la va ding duzng Zi, Iris, va t6i leo lén cau thang
hep, budc vao can phong khach so sai dang tam minh trong 4nh nang tran
vao tir nhu’ng 0 clra s6. Toi ctt thé niu chat tay dao Zi. Khi anh xudt hién,
dén nhin vao mét anh t6i ciing khong dam du ching t6i da skype treede do
hang thang troi. Téi tham chi con khong nghi dwoc gi trir mot cau, “Troi
oi, nguodi ta sap thdy minh ne.” Mai d&n hom sau t6i van khong dam dung
vao do6 dac trong phong anh, s¢ mang tiéng con gai gi ma vd duyén vo 16i.

Nhung khi roi nha 67 Highland, t6i biét khong chi riéng ba dira con
gai da it nhiéu thay d6i, ma chinh chung t6i cting da mang lai nhitng diéu
rat khac la dén can nha nay. Toéi khong biét cu thé d6 1a nhitng gi. N6 ¢6 thé
la nhitng tuyp sita rtra mat gidng day phong tam, nhitng chiéc banh ngot
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vung vai cua toi, nhﬁ:ng thtt d6 trang diém ma chtng t6i van i i muwon
nhau; hay no nam yén a trong nhiing diéu khong thé goi thanh tén, nhw khi
t6i kéo 40 anh cdn nhan “Di gidt d6 v6i em,” hay khi toi thoang nhin thay
nguwoi ban than cta minh dang khé khang dat ban tay vao tay mot nguwoi
khac, khuén mat ra vé than nhién nhu khong cé gi. D6 1a lan dau tién toi
y thitc duwge mot can nha sé thay doi thé nao khi ¢ su xudt hién ctia ngwoi
con gai.

Lan dau e deé la the, vay ma dén lan thit hai, ky nghi xuan thang Ba, toi
mang tranh anh vé dan khép phong, ddt mot cay hoa dé canh ctra s6 (ctt
mdi tht Ba hing tuén lai phai nhén tin nhéc anh twdi cay), cdm ca mot lo
cam chudng hong that to, d6t nén thom, xit freshener, dem tat ca quan ao
di giat, thay drap gim‘)ng mau dé burgundy, mua g6’i méi mau tim sam.
Vira lam vtra... rén rén hoi ti€p, thay d6i nhu thé co sao khong Lan nao
anh cling cuoi. Toi chi mudn khi roi khoi day, nhing gl toi da sap lai sé o
bén canh anh. Cho dén Ian tiép theo chung t6i dwoc gdp nhau.

Ngay cudi cting tdi & Boston, anh dan t6i ra Charles River Esplanade
- mot trong nhu’ng con duong di bo dep nhat nuwéc My. Hom ay troi nang
ngot nhung van se lanh. Chung toi nam tay nhau di bo doc theo duong
Beacon. T6i nhu dta tré 1én ndm; moi khi phai tw quan 14y than minh;
nhung hom nay biét c6 nguoi ay trong chiing nén ctt hon nhién tha tung
moi cam xuc hén ho. Anh oi, nha nay dep qua! Anh oi, em khat niéc! Anh
oi, ditng lai em chup hinh! Anh oi... Toi ctt goi mai khong théi. Dwong nhwe
goi khong phai d€ anh lam gi cho minh, ma chi can dwgc nghe.

bi i qua mot cay cau nho nho, s()ng Charles yéu dau dot ngodt hién ra
tredc mat toi, phang lang va trai rong chan hoa, sang ngoi. Chung toi ra
ngoai chiéc cau go, ng01 xudng hai chiéc ghé. To6i nham mat lai va bat dau
tan huong diéu tuyet voi dang xay ra trong hién tai: & bén canh ngu’0’1 con
trai minh yéu, noi dong song minh thich, trong mot ngay troi nang chan
hoa. Troi o, tdi da lam gi d& hom nay c6 dugc diéu may méan nay?

Chung t6i khong noi voi nhau cau nao lang man nhw trong phim hay
truyén. Anh chi cho t6i xem mot con vit chay loang quang trén mat ho
dong bang Toi than hoi ddi, them thit vit mam gting qua thé. Anh bao glo
anh xudng tdm dudi song thi sao nhi. Toi hoi lai anh mudn thanh xac w6p
a. Nhin sang bo bén kia, toi dia veé Vlec sau nay c§ gang “tao diéu kién cho
sap nho qua hoc truong bén kia song ” Bén kia song la khu viee cua MIT va
Harvard. Roi ching t6i n6i vé mui hoi dat sau moi con mua ¢ Viét Nam,
khéng hiéu sao & My chang may khi duoc nghe. Troi mura ma 6 trong nha
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an mi goi, bén canh nhitng nguoi minh thuwong. Hét mua ra ngoai duong
thdy dat troi mat mé, co cay sach sé lung linh. Luc dy anh da thot 1én “Troi
oi, anh nhé Viét Nam qua.”

O bén canh nguodi nay tdi ct thong tha nhu vay, ctt hon nhién tiu tit
nhw vay. Bang mot sy don gian chan phuong nao d6, anh da lam toi tin
rang nhitng cau chit 1& thé cia minh s& khong bao gio 1am phién anh. Anh
da ké't6i nghe nhiing cau chuyén croi, don gién hoa nhiing suy nghi phttc
tap ctia mot dira con gai qua man cam. Con gi nita nhi? Anh yéu dong vat,
yéu that sy ludén ay. Biém cong cuc ky 16n la anh thich cho va ghet meo. A,
chung t6i lai déu 1a nhiing ké c6 tam hon an udéng. Khong biét cac cd gai
khac lang man sé ra sao; tdi chi mudn mot ngudi cing minh di an khap thé
gioi.

oRRGe

Mot Tan no chiung t6i da dén mot noi ma bay gio toi khong con nhé
tén, cting khong thé nhé duong. Chi biét rang né nam canh bo song, va tir
d6 nhin ra cé thé thdy toan b downtown ctia Boston.

Toi cling khong nhé rd con duong nao da dua toi dén bén anh. C6 1é
nho tat ca nhiing lan di lac, nhiing luc ré ngang, nhing 101 wém hoi cua
mot nguoi chi toi rat quy. Cé 1€ vi anh dén ding lac toi... chi mudn sdng
doc than va di du lich Vbng quanh thé gidi; vay nén khi thdy long minh diu
lai triede cdi tén ctia nguou ta; toi biét lan nay minh yéu that sy, khong phai
vi c6 don hay tréng vang.

Du’(‘mg doi con dai, nhiéu ldc tdi van hoang mang khéng biét minh sé
di vé dau. thmg ltic dy t6i lai nhin nguwoi con trai minh yéu, chi mong ct
d€ minh di vé phla anh. U thi t6i manh mé day, doc lap déy, c6 khét vong
ddy; nhung khi gdp nguoi nay, téi da thdy minh ty hoi “Di dau bay gio?”
Va anh, dau khong ndi thanh 10i, da htta voi téi “Di theo anh.”

Rio \/Mw
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Sharing the astounding view with best friends

The snow kept us, Texan kids, in Utah for a while
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Nostalgia

03/ 2014
Boston, bang Massachusetts

Ot ngay dau thang ba, t6i di dén Rio ¢ san bay qudc té€ Logan nhan

dip ki nghi xuan ctia né. Bau xe & gdc san sau ctia ngdi nha nho xinh
trén duong Highland, ki niém vé chuyén di cach day may thang lai trd vé
rd rang nhw mdi ngay hom qua—chi trir viéc khong co Iris ¢ gh€ sau va
ching t6i khdng nhin nhu hai dita zombie may hom r6i khong tam. Toi
mang hanh ly ctia Rio 1én nha, vira di vira nhé vé lan dau tién bude trén
nhitng bac thang dan 1én phong khach va lan dau tién gép nhitng guong
mat sém tro thanh mot phan tha vi caa cudce song.

C6 phai nudi tiéc qua khit 1a mot phan caa bat cir ai? Bay gio ngodi day
ké'lai dam ba chuyén, t6i nhu Hazel Grace trong cudn tiéu thuyét The Fault
in Our Stars cia John Green, ngﬁi nho thwong nhiing hoi tic ng‘ay con bé va
khoang thoi gian c6 sw ton tai ctia Augustus Waters—mot noi nhé con cao
va kho chiu bdi 1€ ta biét rd rang chuyen ngay xua sé khong quay tro lai
dung nhu nhing gi ta nhé vé nd. Sau nay, Hazel quyét dinh ban chiéc xich
du 6 sau nha di vi theo Augustus, ddy la mét trong nhirng ly do lam Hazel
luyén tiéc nhitng chiéu choi duia cing bd. Nhung déi khi ndi nhé chot dén
chot di vi mot th v hinh ma ta khong thé chi don gian la mang di ban.

Rio ¢6 lan noi, “Nhﬁ’ng chuyén di ctia tui minh chac sé khéng bao gio
trd lai nhi?”... Toi gat gu, lo dang nhin vao khoang khong gitta nhiing d6
vat dat ngay trede mat va cf 18 glu’a nhitng khoang khong khac nita, mo
mang nho vé budi sang tinh mo ¢ Caddo Lake. Budc ra ban cong lam bang
g0, udt nhep vi con mua rao t6i hom trude, nhin ra bai co xanh mudt trai
dai ttr chd chl'mg toi & dén ho Caddo— Dé’y 6 1€ la mot trong nhﬁ’ng budi
sang dep va thanh binh nhat trong cudc doi toi. Trong nhitng ngay cudi
tuan ngan ngm ay, toi khong phal lo lang gi vé bai vo, vé nhitng du an con
dang dang do o cong ty, vé viéc ngay mai da dén han gtri hinh cho agency,
hay chi don gian la vé viéc tdi nay phai hoan thanh nhiing gi. Toi chi can
song cho tron ven cai gidy phut ém dém va binh yén bén canh ban be toi
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nhu thé nay thoi. Iris mang tdm chan mong va cdc ca phé dat trén chiéc ghé
trude nha réi ching t6i ngoi ndi huyén thuyén mot hoi vé nhitng chuyén gi,
bay gio t6i khong con nhé rd nira.

Co6 18 1a nhw thé. C6 18, va gan nhue chic chan, ching toi sé khong
duogc ngoi lai ¢ nha ba Kay, nuwdng thit barbecue thom lirng ca xém, ngoi
nghe nhac véi nhau va udng rugu Pinot Noir loai dom Rio mua 10 d6
ngoai hang. Chung t6i sé khong c6 dip ng6i choi “Truth or Dare” cung
anh Thinh va cuoi tha phanh khi anh quay sang hoi Iris cau don gian nhat
trong lich st choi “Truth or Dare” cta chung t6i: “Em di xe gi dén trueong
thé?” Chung t6i sé khong cd dip hita hen sang mai sé thic day that som
xem mat troi moc, d€ roi thang mot gidc nong dén tan 9 gio sang—gat ga
gat gli ra ngam... mot mang swong day dat bao boc quanh nha. Nhiing dém
budn ngu dén chét di dwoc nhung van thich ngdi cho nét chai bia, néi nét
vé mot chuyén gi ddy, hay ndt mot dém hiém hoi duoc gdp nhau. Hodc
chiing t6i sé khong c6 dip nghe Anthony ké vé tinh st cia nd tir t6i mai
dén 5 gio sang nita, khi t6i va Rio gat gt c8 gang khong ngt gat va Iris da
thiép di trong... nha vé sinh. Hodc la boi 16i trong ho tw nhién Hamilton &
Dripping Springs, dau d6i nang chan dap nudc, nhitng twdng minh 1a van
dong vién boi 16i dang cap thé gi¢i nhung mai khong nhich 1én duoc phan
nao... Va mot lan ntra lai xe qua 28 tiéu bang, kham pha nhitng ngon nui
hting vi va nhitng canh dong bat ngat khong cé diém dimg co 1€ s& la mot
c0 gang sém bi chim vao lang quén trong nhitng ngay ching toi di tim viéc
lam va di lam.

Tham chi ngay ltc nay day, cai wéc mong nhé nhoi 1a dwoc ngoi lai
v6i Rio va Iris bén bo ho, dn kem vi bac ha dang tan chay trong cai néng
cua Texas va udng chut “tra xanh” ttr cdc Starbucks, nhu nhitng ngay he
ndm ngoai nghe c6 vé gian don nhung cting chi la moét wdc mong xa xi.
Trong nhitng gidy phut nhe nhang ay, c6 bao gio toi nghi sé ¢b ngay toi
khao khat chting nhu bay gio? Toi nhé thuong da diét budi chiéu mua thu
nam no, di dao cung Iris trong khu c6ng vién gan nha né. Mua thu ¢ Dallas
dén tré hon nhiéu noi khac nén mai dén cudi thang 11 chiing tdi méi thay
nhitng tén 14 bat d4u nga vang. Téi nhé minh bat Iris ndm xudng dat, canh
mot con song nho, d€ chup hinh, ra vé chung téi dang phiéu luu vao ring
nui bat ngan.

“Troi dat oi! La r6i dat cat tum lum tim la ri ma chi bat em ndm xuéng
ha&?” —Iris nhdy danh dach, than oi than hoi.

“Hy sinh vi nghé thuat di ché!” —Toi tra 10, tw hoi sau bao nhiéu lan
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bi t6i cho 1én dong xu6'ng rudng mdi [an chup hinh r6i ma Iris van chua
thudc cai bai hy sinh vi ngh¢ thuat” cta toi. Vi cdi ly do chinh dang nay,
Iris bi t6i hét mdc tdc 1én canh cay, dén cdm hoa 1én dau, 16i ca bét ng01 1én
ndc xe hodc than nhién bién no thanh... cd bé toéc xu. Nhung to6i doan két
qua hinh anh kha xting dang nén né dan da thoéi than khoc nhu nhitng lan
dau tién.

R6i nhiing budi chiéu cudi tuan Rio 1ai xe 1én Dallas tham ching t6i, ca
dam (lai) ra ng6i @ White Rock, hit thd khong khi mat ruoi rueoi ctia nhiing
ngay cu6i he. Toi hi huc chay di chay lai chup hinh hai dita né, tim moi
cach dé lam ca hai cuoi tw nhién thoai mai nhung déu khong di dén dau.
Bong mét lic sau, Rio va Iris chot cuoi nghiéng thanh ngé nudc. Héa ra
ching dang chi tay vé dan vit va dua d01 ba cau kiéu “vit tiém, chdo vit, vit
Bac Kinh, vit hdp chdm mam guzng, ” abc xyz. V& sau, nhitng cum tir nay
trd thanh cau than chu choc cwoi ctia ching toi.

oGREe

Nam thang trdi di véi vé mit dimg dung, nao d& mat dén 1i tré con
dang 16n nay. Téi nhé mai nam dau tién Iris budc vao cudc doi minh nhuw
duoc 6ng troi phéi xudng cttu rdi linh hon dang héo mon. Ngay 4y, toi
vira dén Dallas—khong xe, khong ban, khong ai quen biét dé di dau cung.
Gép no sau sau thang chi & nha va bat tau di hoc, téi vui mitng nhw thé
vira vuot duoc nguc Azakaban, thoat khoi bong dém va tam tay cta ké cai
nguc chi cho dé hat hét sinh linh cia minh. Néu Iris la Ron Weasley — thinh
thoang vung va vung vé, quen trudc quén sau—thi t6i la Hermione Grang-
er, chi cho d€ than dai thé ngan mang l1én mang xu6ng. Hién nhién ching
t6i khong yéu nhau, nhung néu t6i gap diéu gi bat trac, Iris chac chan sé
xuat hién doc bua chu giai thoat (Chi hy vong cay dia than ciia né déu 6n
dé than cht khong bi bat lai). Lan dau tién gdp nhau trong mot tiém tra sita
& Dallas, ching t6i tay bat mat mirng, chém gi6 thanh bao, tha phanh néi
ve Lé Quy Don. Chi sau mdy hom thoi, ca hai da tré nén than quen nhur ban
bé that lac 1au ndm. Chéc Iris nao cd biét day 1a su bat dau ctia nhitng chiéu
bi toi bién thanh... thung rac, xa hét chuyén trén troi dwdi dat. Mot buon,
hai vui, ba cing thang, bon c6 don, gi gi t6i ciing goi tén né. Nhiéu ltc buc
bdi chuyén gi t6i lai “vO tinh” d6 1én vai Iris, d€ roi t6i dén lai goi dién dn
nan hoi 16, 1i nhi nhan toi.

“Troi oi, ¢6 chi dau ma!” —Lan nao cing nhw lan ndy, Iris déu tra 1oi

bang chit giong than nhién.



z 3594 Miles X

Nhiing lac nhu thé, t6i lai cam thdy phudc diec—nhu thé phudc tie
cha, tlr me, tir dng ba, tir may kiép trudc xa lo xa lac, cd phudc cua nguoi
dung déu vé hét ph‘én toi. Khong biét bao lan t6i thdm cam on nhitng con
gié dinh ménh cua cudc doi da mang dén nhu>ng nguoi ban tri k1—nhung
nguoi ludn kién nhan, luon chiu dung su sang nang chiéu mua cta toi, va
chwa mot lan mat niém tin 6 nhau sau bao lan vap nga.

SRR

Co 1é diéu Rio noi la khong sai, rang nhitng chuyén di du hanh cta
chung t6i sé khong trd lai.

Nhung t6i 6 mot niém tin nho nho —Nhitng hanh trinh kham pha thé
gidi khac dang cho doi chung toi ¢ phia triede. Khong c6 duge mot thang
nghi, chung t6i c6 moét tuan. Khong c6 mot tuan nghi thi dam ba ngay.
Khong khdm phé dwoc véi nhau thi mdi dira sé di va tro vé véi nhiing
cau chuyén, nhitng tdm hinh trén blog, va hang ta buu thiép. Ct nhu thé,
ching toi sé ludn song voi nhiét huyét cta tudi tré, di va di nhiéu hon
nta. ..

Bill Cunningham, nhiép anh gia wa thich cta t6i, tirng noéi: “Those who
seek beauty will find it.” - Nhitng ai luén tim kiém cai dep sé tim thay cai dep.
Du ¢ phueong troi nao di chang nita, nhitng ke Itr hanh ludn khao khat mot
vung troi méi, mot mién dat la, mot vé dep tim an nhu chiung toi va cac
ban, roi cling sé tim thay diéu do.

1i /V\glu&ah
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For Washington

09/ 2013
Dallas, Texas

1.

fter all the mornings waking up to the heat of this southern state, Dal-

las finally pay me a good heavy rain—the kind of rains that always
brings a weird, nostalgic feeling as though something were missing, or
someone were supposed to be here with you. It is the kind of rain I often
saw at home, back in Vietham. Once in a while, I'm pulled back into the
past.

A friend told me that if you'd lived in the States for a good long while,
and someone asked where you were from, you could say you were from a
city in this county. I've always said that I was born and raised in Vietnam,
but oftentimes, I would mention about Seattle — a beautiful coastal seaport
city, laying in the heart of Washington state —located just right below Can-
ada, on the West Coast. Technically, I did “grow up” in West Seattle and
Capitol Hill, where I spent two years living on my own.

When I was 15, all I wanted was to study abroad. At the time, I just
started my freshman year at Le Quy Don High School for the Gifted. Yet,
I went on searching for scholarships in Singapore, England, and America.
After emailing many schools, no good news returned. My father — a knowl-
edgeable and wise middle school teacher — thought that it was better if I
waited until after college in Vietnam. Then, I could apply for a Master’s
degree program at some American universities. Of course, stubborn as I
was, I kept on dreaming to spread my wings and fly away one day. I was
young, and I didn’t know any better. But one day, my father changed his mind
and suggested I shall apply for a college after my sophomore year. Half a
year later, I started school at Seattle Central. Many things happened before
I departed my flight to America in 2008, and many things have happened
since. But that is a different story.
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Years of living alone at a young age had taught me better than any-
thing occurred before that point in life.

2.

I still remember the smell of my host’s house—an old, Columbia blue
American Bungalow on 15" East Street, near University District. It might
be just a typical American houses’ sort of smells, but it soon became some-
thing familiar. Many years later, I've stumbled upon that particular smell
once or twice. Every time, it feels as if I was home again.

My host mother, Beth, was a nice Caucasian lady, who was around her
70s at the time I moved in. The tiny second floor had four rooms and was
shared by four Asian girls. I remember crying my eyes out as soon as I fin-
ished unpacking my luggage. The fact that I was officially out in the world
on my own suddenly hit me hard. “Here you are in a strange country with no
family. Sixteen years old. Speaking a little English. What are you going to do about
your life now?”—Scary thoughts started filling in my head that night, but
the sleep did its job. I recovered well throughout the next couple weeks.

I thought I was quite lucky to have the nicest host family that I could
ever ask for. At home, we spent much of our time studying together, play-
ing in the backyard with the neighbors, cooking dinners, celebrating hol-
idays, and laughing until our stomachs hurt. Beth raised us up and loved
us like her own daughters. She taught me everything about the “American
culture” —how to set up a formal dinner table, how to make yummy mash
potato or root beer float in the right way, how Americans celebrate Hallow-
een or Thanksgiving, and much more. Moving in with nearly nothing but
little English and insatiable curiosity, I left Beth’s house in a better shape
than I was before. In the last couple days before I temporarily moved to
Texas, she asked her friend to take me to Mountain Rainier —where she
considered, “If you have never been to Mt. Rainier, you can’t say that you ve
been to Seattle.” It was one of the best trips in my life.

Many of these things shape who I am later on.
3.
Sometimes, I wonder what I love so much about going on adventures,

and whether my reason is somewhat a dogma. Looking back at my young-
er years, adventurousness indeed seems to be in my blood. Childhood
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was a mixture of many afternoons exploring the neighborhood and many
nights following my brothers to different parts of town. But I didn’t know
what it was back then. It is in my nature to constantly crave for new discov-
eries. Christopher McCandless put it well in his diary —“ The very basic core
of a man’s living spirit is his passion for adventure. The joy of life comes from our
encounters with new experiences and hence there is no greater joy than to have an
endlessly changing horizon, for each day to have a new and different sun.”

When standing in the middle of marvelous mountains and deep for-
ests, in the earthy smell of all beginnings and endings, I often find myself
asking what I would have if all my possessions were taken away. Without
money, car, house, or power and fame, if there are any, who am I? In that
very moment, being away from the external voices and left alone in nature,
I find my answer.

4.

When we started to put our “Get Lost. Be Found.” project together, we
promised to be honest and truthful, as we were writing not for the sake of
the audience but for our own. I would like to keep that promise. Although
Seattle remains as one of my most beautiful memories, it surely wasn’t
always full of sunshine and rainbows. Yet, it is through the deepest pains
that we could grow to become the very person we are today. It is through
the dark days that we learn to appreciate the sunlight. Many moons ago,
I was a naive child and was well protected in my bubble. I've gone a long
way to be where I am now.

Just as Anais Nin once said: “And the day came when the risk to remain
tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom,” my day has ar-
rived. It isn’t any random day, but itis “the day” when I could gather all my
courage to step out of my shell and face the sun. And of course, through-
out the past 22 years, the day has come and gone a number of times.

Well...

“Here comes the sun, and I say it’s all right.” (The Beatles)
5.

It has been pouring in Dallas all day. Tonight, it feels so much like
Seattle. It feels as though I could see my dearest SEA5 in a few minutes—
maybe all rolling under the blanket in our cozy apartment, waiting for me
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to share their laughters at home. I got soaked in the rain just by walking
from work to my car. Under all these yellow streetlights, looking at rain-
drops on the window and the bokehs made by millions things on the way
home—I can feel as if I belong here for a moment.

It’s so beautiful to be alive, and I'm a lucky bee to have memories to
remember.

1i /V\gl“zf@“
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My, Ambiguity at its Finest

05/2013
My last day as a community college’s student

o, technically, this is my very last day at Tarrant Community College. I

have been in a community college for way too long, which sometimes
drives me mad, seeing my friends getting into universities. By now, I ha-
ven't heard anything from Texas A&M. And this is the feeling of waiting,
isn’t it? It is the feeling of a swirling pain in your stomach when you, at
the same time, both dream and have to keep yourself from dreaming too
much. Because once your imagination climbs too high, it is your heart fall-
ing down and hitting the ground hard when the reality turns out to be not
what you desire. I've obsessed with the song Fix You of Coldplay for days
now. I do want to cry. I did cry some days ago when I heard it; thinking
about what I want and what I need, and all kinds of absurd relationships
between those two.

“When you try your best but you don’t succeed
When you get what you want but not what you need
When you feel so tired but you can’t sleep
Stuck in reverse.”

Sometimes I wonder what I can do with my life—my own life—nei-
ther anyone’s life nor this mankind. That kind of questions intrigues me
to realize the fact that my answer is an ambiguity. I can tell that I want to
travel the world, smile a lot, get experience, and enjoy moments; but deep-
ly inside, I'm aware that it’s not the final perfect answer. If I did have such
a solid goal, I wouldn’t feel this empty.

There are some small and detailed achievements, which I'm trying to
accomplish: publishing a book, traveling more, learning Italian, and im-
proving myself; but I don’t know what all of those are for. My definition of
a fulfilled life has not been completed yet. I even doubt if it exists, a fulfill-
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ment life for such a messed-up mind.

Sometimes I sense that I have enough potential to become “someone.”
But I don’t know “someone” is which one in this vast world. And is that
someone truly important for me to chase? Is that a great writer? An inspir-
ing individual? A kind-hearted mother? I have been living my whole life
in a universe of others” definitions, so much that it’s hard to distinguish
if what I'm thinking is based on my original system of evaluation or just
others’. A great writer is good; I should become one of those. Is that my real
thinking or just a result of people’s talk?

I have never imagined that my last day of college would be like what
it is now: a gloomy and rainy day when I'm at home alone, listening to
Piano Sonata No. 14 of Beethoven (which I heard a lot when I was a child.
It was in my mom’s favorite CD) while wondering if I should take a nap
or start to write again. Well, I'm writing now as you might already see, but
this is not really what I want to write. I just have no idea or interest to do
anything.

Today reminds me of my high-school graduation day, which always
is one of the best days in my life. Life has changed, and I miss that little girl
who had many good friends and good time in her heart. I wouldn’t say
that my life in this present moment sucked. Truth be told, it's quite great;
and surely I will make it even greater. But that little girl and her time are
memorable.

While driving back home, it came to me the question about what I'm
doing and will do, in some kind of future. You know. I sort of have clear
plans for myself: writing, learning harmonica and Italian, making friends
and networking, making a name, reading a lot, traveling to as many places
as possible, working for a big association, loving the world, forgiving the
people, and et cetera. But it doesn’t mean I'm sure about what I'm go-
ing to do. Truth is, despite the whole detailed list—which is typical for an
A-blood-type—I don’t have any certain perception about all those things.
I just set them up so that I can keep track of myself and won't get lost. But
today while driving back home after my last final and facing a transition
to-be in my life, I realized that it was not that easy. It was not simply “fake
it until you make it” because you are only able to fake a relationship, yet to
make it “love” is another long story.

Do I'love writing and reading? Damn, of course I do. Do I love travel-
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ing? Hell yeah! Do I love being popular? Well, okay. Do I love people? Sort
of. And I certainly do love to play harmonica and speak Italian fluently. So,
why do I have this ambiguity in my heart?

Gosh, who am I? Who am I not? What do I have?
It seems so vague.

I feel as if my mind became something weightless, and I were floating
in a field without any gravity. I want to be tied to this life, settle down, and
to know where I'm meant to go. Like the fox in Little Prince. Like a kite
seeking for a string—the one and unique string. How long will I have to
wander aimlessly? Is Tolkien right when he stated, “Not all those who wan-
der are lost”?

Some months ago, I quit my job in order to have more time for writing.
Now I have no stories and no money. The moment I checked this blog and
realized that it had been three months since the last time I posted a short
story, I couldn’t avoid that guilty feeling urging in my heart and driving
me upset for how much time I had wasted.

Well, that’s all about me these days: having no new adventures, wait-
ing for an announcement from my desired college, being broken and for-
gotten, feeling insecure about what will happen and when.

Are you tired of my whining?

I just want to tell you: the only good thing in these days is that I still
believe there’s something good behind all these things. I don’t know what
that good thing is, but the idea of it keeps me smile. Stories will be finished.
Money has its way to come. Admission result will be announced, and even
if I get rejected, it does not mean I failed (though I'm pretty sure I will cry,
either a lot or a little). There will be something good down the road. There
is something meaningful hidden in everything plain but stressful around
me right now. A lesson to learn, friends to treasure, stories to create, new
places to discover, home to go back, chances to grab, and opportunities to
develop.

So, chill out!

Rio \/mm
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Marvelous mountains in Utah

Slowly moving through heavy
snowstorm in Colorado

Running to the Pacific Ocean



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

_Je suis amoureuse de toi.

03/ 2014
Waltham, MA

“This is how the story went
I met someone by accident,
Who blew me away, blew me away.
It was in the darkest of my days
When he took my sorrow and he took my pain
And buried them away, buried them away.”

(I hope Adele doesn’t mind me changing a few words in her song
Hiding My Heart.)

t was a gloomy winter day in Waltham —a small city on the west side of

Boston, also known as an early center for the labor movement as well as
a major contributor to the American Industrial Revolution. Many families
here seemed to be far too lazy to take down their Christmas decorations,
which didn’t bother me one bit. Christmas is my favorite holiday of the
year. We just crossed the Appalachian Mountains and were half an hour
away from our host house for the next couple days. Even though Rio was
about to meet the love of her life for the first time, she didn’t seem to be as
excited as the rest of the group. Iris and I were lip-syncing You Are Beautiful
by One Direction, appeared to be thrilled to arrive at our destination. After
nearly 30 hours in the car traveling through five states, I just longed for a
good rest. Admittedly, I was feeling overjoyed for no reason. At least, at
the time, I didn’t know that my life was about to change—well... —forever.

As soon as we parked the car behind a Maya blue house on Highland
Street, the excitement was replaced with unease and, maybe, an army of
butterflies. Rio was nervous, and we were nervous for her. Our plan to stay
in the car while Rio went out to greet her love failed hopelessly, as he was
still up in the house, anxiously getting ready to see her. When we started to
take our luggage out of the car, two boys came down and offered us help.
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It was the first time I met him, who was about to turn my world around.

From that morning until the moment we fell in something strange —
something I wouldn’t dare to call “love” just yet—was short, like magno-
lias in the spring. Yesterday you passed by them on the street, there were
just tiny flower buds; yet today, you find a beautiful bloom. It was too short
for a typical relationship to start, and it was too long for love-at-first-sight.
Sometimes, I still wonder what it was but that doesn’t matter. As our paths
happened to cross at the most unexpected time, I'm glad that we took the
courage to reach out and hold each other’s hand.

RGP

Once in a Blue moon, Rio, Iris, and I would talk about love and ro-
mance. We all read novels and watch movies about them but they rare-
ly make it to the list of our nighttime discussions. What happened to our
“love”? I can vaguely remember anything at all, as if everything happened
before December has slowly faded away. All I could recall is some bro-
ken-hearted events—like that one night, Iris and I stood speechlessly out-
side of Joy Kitchen in Dallas and listened to the sound of our best friend
sobbing on the other side of the phone. Or that rainy night when Iris and I
were in my room, listening to They are in Love, Where am 1? by The Weepies.
Or those nostalgic nights when I couldn’t run away from the haunted past,
weeping at a bitter separation from many years ago. Hurtful as it is, yet,
you can’t earn some better days without fighting through some bad days.

We all have fallen in and out of love a countless time, beaten ourselves
up with pains and tears. Still, we’ve stood up and walked through them
every single time, telling to ourselves: “I promise you that, someday, you will
be loved and your heart will mend,; all of this pain will lead you to somewhere good
at the end.” As we found our “somewhere good,” everything happened
before that point in life starts to make perfect sense.

“Here’s to all the heart-breaking events, for they make us who we are today.”
Cheers.

oQREe

“If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t settle. As with all matters of the
heart, you’ll know when you find it. And, like any great relationship, it just gets
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better and better as the years roll on.”

— Steve Jobs.

It was a sunny morning in Washington, D.C. when spring has already
arrived with beautifully blossomed flowers around town. Just as Ernest
Hemingway once said in A Moveable Feast: “When spring came, even the
false spring, there were no problems except where to be happiest.” It can’t be a
false spring when you’ve got magnolias and cherry blossoms.

He was lying next to me, still rolling in his blanket and falling tightly
asleep. Some seconds ago, he woke up and gave me a kiss on my lap, being
half asleep, before going back to his dream. Our break would be well spent
if I didn’t keep thinking about what would come after the trip—another
plan in another place and, maybe, another farewell. In that very moment,
through the unbearably agonizing feeling, “with all matters of the heart,” I
know that this is it—I have come to the destination of my protracted jour-
ney. I have found my Augustus Waters, my Holden Caulfield, my Oskar
Schell, my Charlie Kelmeckis—I have found what I was looking for. The
winds of destiny have come my way and “they cannot be denied, bringing—
as they often do—a future that is impossible to ignore.”

oGREe

Sometimes, I look at him when he is asleep, feeling grateful to be
here—tracing my fingers around his face or laying my head on his chest
with eyes closed, breathing in his scent. How did this person, far out of my
league, get here inside my bubble? This very moment is probably one of
the rare times I feel thankful for someone who comes and makes a mess in
my world. Or should I give myself some credits as well —for courageously
beating myself through silly thoughts and unnecessary worries?

It feels like yesterday when our cars departed in two different direc-
tions in cold and gloomy New York. The boys were in a rush, heading back
to Boston before the snowstorm got worse, and we were trying to make it
to Maryland before midnight. I remember a quiet and heavy atmosphere
in the car as we entered New Jersey bound. One was aware of her time
being with her love had ended, and they’d got to go back to live the Skype
talks, sending kisses to the eastern winds. One was daydreaming about
the past week as if it was nothing more than a dream. One was just simply
quiet, too anxious to disrupt the silence. I was the daydreaming one. And
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ludicrous as I was, I couldn’t run away from the unreasonable worries. The
beginning was just as what John Green put in his novel Looking For Alas-
ka—“But I lacked the courage, [...], and I was gawky and she (he) was gorgeous
(brilliant) and I was hopelessly boring and she (he) was endlessly fascinating. So 1
walked back to my room and collapsed on the bottom bunk, thinking that if people
were rain, I was drizzle and she (he) was hurricane.”

Yet the man hasn’t let me have a chance to go nuts in my own thought
for one day. He keeps throwing a bunch of sunshine and rainbows at my
winter sky, dispelling the rising storm at my horizon. Or never does he
make me feel as if I am —with all my flaws and imperfection —not enough,
but rather inspire me, build me up and show me that I can do more and
become more. Life has changed excitingly, and it is no longer what it was
before. I find myself waking up at seven in the morning to watch his favor-
ite soccer team’s match. I find myself in the kitchen making dinner as if that
was just a usual thing to do. I find myself dreaming, trying, and striving for
the better. And I find myself laughing without control, weeping without
holding back. I find myself being me—just comfortably being me. In his
presence, I feel content.

oGREe

“Love.
It will not betray you,
Dismay or enslave you.
It will set you free.”

- Mumford and Sons
Three months and twenty-six days.

What a bloody lucky person I am to still feel the butterflies in my
stomach. It feels as if every day is the first day of spring, is the first day of a
new year, and is Christmas Eve. It feels as if every day is my favorite day to
be unreasonably happy. As I'm writing these cheesy lines, “I close my eyes,
thinking that there is nothing like an embrace after an absence, nothing like fitting
my face into the curve of his shoulder and filling my lungs with the scent of him."”>

oGREe

“U'm in love with you, and I'm not in the business of denying myself the simple
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pleasure of saying true things. I'm in love with you, and I know that love is just a
shout into the void, and that oblivion is inevitable, and that we’re all doomed and

that there will come a day when all our labor has been returned to dust, and I know
the sun will swallow the only earth we’ll ever have, and I am in love with you.””

Dear the star that wings of destiny have carried me
aloft to dance with,

Je suis amoureuse de toi.

1i /V\gu\&w\

1 Quoted from the novel “Message in a Bottle” by Nicholas Sparks
2 Quoted from the novel “Keeping Faith” by Jodi Picoult
3 Quoted from the novel “The Fault in our Stars” by John Green
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Maybe I Will Just Go
Where [fife Takes Nle.

02/ 2014
Dallas, Texas

Tonight, once again, I am here in my room alone and am reflecting back
on the past twenty something years—what it was like when I was a kid,
what happened couple years back, and what have happened lately; or just
where I have been on this planet Earth. In a few hours, I will be leaving
Dallas for another soon-to-be home.

When I was young, I didn’t know much about travelling. My family
wasn’t so crazy about adventures, but we’'d visited a few places in Viet-
nam. After helping my cousin achieve some goals in 8" grade, I was “spon-
sored” by his family to travel with them to Malaysia and Singapore. Maybe
that was when I started to realize how much I loved travelling. Few years
later, I moved to the furthest place from home— America. In America, I've
travelled to over 30 states. I've lived and matured from many adventures.
In 2013, I moved to Seoul, South Korea for half a year before moving back
to the States. Looking back, I'm a lucky kid who has got to see much of
this world, comparing to many others. Moving from towns to towns after
weeks, months, and years living there is strange.

I miss Seattle. I miss the way Seattleites always go to work everyday
with a huge coffee cup on their hands. I miss the sunny weekends on Alki
Beach. I miss the artistic atmosphere in Capitol Hill and seeing random
artists drawing at Bauhaus. I miss Mt. Rainier and Mt. Baker and many
other montains surrounding Seattle. Now I've grown familiar with Texans
and Dallasonians. I've grown famialiar with how they would kindly yield
for you on the streets, and how they would keep talking about the weather
every single morning in class if it happens to drop down to below zero cel-



7 Get Lost. Be Found. X

sius (yet, they never complain about the heat as much as I do). I've grown
familiar with “don’t mess with Texans” and “it’s hard to be humble when
you are from Texas.” I've grown familiar with some of the kindest and
friendliest people you can find in America.

Sometimes I think it is kind of amazing to be a true traveller—your
heart belongs to the world and the unknown places. You travel to see dif-
ferent horizons and wake up in different parts of the planet. Home is where
your heart is but a traveller’s heart belongs to so many places that it’s hard
to name one place “home.” Vietnam is home. America is second home.
South Korea has become my third home. I don’t mind having that list go on
and on. But what I'm saying is— that feeling of leaving one place is strange.
Even if you're leaving one place to come back to where you once lived be-
fore, it is still strange, and it is hard. I think it would be incredibly unbear-
able for some time. The places you’'ve known have turned into something
new, and you’ve become someone else. It will always be so strange.

I'm scared. Though I always want to become a brave person who is
up for whatever comes in life, I'm desperately horrified of what is ahead.
Dalai Lama once said:“There are only two days in the year that nothing can
be done. One is called yesterday and the other is called tomorrow, so today is the
right day to love, believe, do and mostly live.” But it’s hard not to think about
the future, and when you do think of it, it will scare the shit out of you. It
terrifies you with excitement and worries.

Tonight, the feeling of leaving is hitting me once again. It was sort of
how I felt back in Seoul —leaving some of the best people I've met in my
life and not knowing when our paths will cross again, only hoping that
they will ever cross. But maybe I'll just go where life takes me. With all my
hope, I wish myself the best too—just as each and every single one of you
is wishing me.

We will meet again, friend.

1i /V\glu&ay\
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Tunnel through Nevada mountains

Adventure with best friends, full of laughters / / Nevada
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Snow Day

03/2014
Waltham, Massachusetts

1.

It has been one month and two days since I moved to Boston. Tech-
nically, “moved” may be a wrong term. And it can be right as well. The
accuracy of this word depends on whether I get a job. As of right now, the
future still looks like Waltham today —cold and messy; the air is filled with
snow and it’s hard to get around. It is bright and beautiful, nonetheless.
I'm just the kind of person who is a bit stubborn to let go of her hopes.
When you lose hope, my friends, you're about to lose everything.

A friend of mine once said that her problems weren’t involved much
of her boyfriend — when it occurred in her moody days, I asked if the rela-
tionship wasn’t going well — therefore, her sorrow came from something
other than love. I didn’t understand how that felt at the time we talked but
I think I do now. I have this theory — like many thousands theories were
made up in my mind about life and other stuff — that if you are built from
within, your sufferings are likely to come from within. That means the suf-
ferings come from your thoughts and your explanation or observation for
your own questions. That means external factors like boyfriend, girlfriend,
friends, strangers aren’t going to affect you much. But then again, your
life is a combination of internal and external elements. How could you not
allow your sufferings to come from the outside? Like how could you even
control whether something your loved ones say affects you or not? But
“there are years of questioning and years of answering.”

2.

One time, I was sitting at this pretty little woody patio outside of my
favorite coffee shop in Dallas named The Pearl Cup. Taking a sip of latte and
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eating pumpkin bread, I noticed an employee coming out from the cafe. It
was about his break time. He put all his stuff—a cup of water, some kind
of muffin, two books and his glasses—down on the table and he sat down.
For a moment, he closed his eyes and looked down on his legs. I figured he
was praying then.

In my religion, we don’t pray before we eat but there is something
about praying that I love. I've seen people praying in movies—saying their
thankful words for the things they have here and such, and I thought it was
kind of amazing. It is kind of amazing that you take time to feel grateful
for the things around you. I think it is a healthy habit that people should
pick up. Oftentimes, we get caught up with tasks and work and soon our
lives are packed with items on to-do lists or long hours in the office. We
tend to become too busy to sit down and reflect. Some of us become so
ambitious to give up a certain number of minutes in our lives for ourselves.
Some of us become jealous of what people have that we don’t. But “jealou-
sy is the art of counting others’ blessings instead of our own.” Leaving all the
negative thoughts you have and be in the present—praying for the unfor-
given, praying for the good and the bad, praying for the better. It’s really
not about the Above. It’s not so much about God or the Creator sitting up
there but about you and your heart. It's more about reminding yourself
how incredibly lucky you are and reminding yourself to be humble and
thankful. And I remember the guy: he was sitting with his back against
the sun. The sunlight dropped on his shoulder and on the table—making
a peaceful scene. He was just resting his head on his hands and reading
book. It looked so beautiful to me. It looked so beautiful, I felt nice myself.

3.

I'm a believer of “everything happens for a reason.” Why we are here to-
day and what we have been through to be here today. Or where we will be
tomorrow. What we did, what we do now, and what we will do tomorrow.
Everything is connected and everything makes sense. Because of what we
did yesterday, we are here today. And because of what we do now, we
will be where we will be tomorrow. And because it makes sense to me that
way, when unexpected things occur out of the orbit, I sometimes kill my-
self to find the answer for its why. The biggest wonder of them all remains.
Why did he pass away? I've killed myself thousand times just to make 2011
make sense. Three years have passed and I still know nothing. I wonder if
I could ever find the answer for everything that fell out of my orbit.
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Exploring Chi-town Gloomy morning in Washington, D.C.

Vast space in Arizona
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Planning-Future-Phobia

03/2014
Boston, Massachusetts

1. SCHOOL

t has come the time I stopped checking every single professor out on rate-

myprofessor, as if all I really cared about were to register classes without
any stupid problems which could make me stay here illegally (yep, it hap-
pened to me once. Heart-attack!) and to arrange a schedule that will allow
me to wake up late in the morning. That’s all I really care about school and
degree plan stuff, besides the scholarship which allows me to pay a lower
tuition. Losing it would make my life even more miserably guilty.

I hate school just as much as Holden Caufield hates school, but I'm not
as crazy as him. Thus I keep staying here in this boring cage, wasting my
limited youth in a room of approximately fifty people, pretending to listen
to an assumingly wiser and older individual. It is such a shallow idea for
any true educations. There have been tons of times when I found myself
secretly mourning, “What the hell am I doing here?” But I guess not every-
one has the courage to escape this rigid circle of society. At least not me.

2. LOVE AND MARRIAGE

My boyfriend and I started to talk about the future. And OMG, that
kind of thrills but also freaks me out. I love him. I love the idea that we will
marry each other and build up a happy family together. But I'm not ready
for such a thing. My childish mind can’t picture myself being a bride, then
a wife (though sometimes a mom is imaginable). What should I learn to
fulfill those roles? Will he be glad with his choice? Will I be happy with my
choice? I have gone on my path of life quite smoothly and traditionally:
being a smart-ass kid, secretly rebelling in teenage, acting arrogantly at
the beginning of 20s, moderating the self as time went by, picking up and
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dropping down numerous trends... But marriage will be a huge turning
point, a profound ritual passage, after which my life will change forever.
I've yet to think of it. Should I start to think of it now, given that I don’t
even know for sure what kind of jobs I will aim for ( by “job,” I meant some
(freaking boring) things which can secure my finance in case writing career
decides to play hard on me), where I want to live (or be forced to live),
how I provide my brother the best opportunities possible... Out of all these
questions for which the answers have yet to be cleared out, should I add
to my “don’t panic, just think” list a bold big dot named “Getting married
with the guy I love”?

I told him to take everything slower. But for this kind of thing, once
you think of it, it’s hard to pretend it’s not there. And it’s actually here in
your mind. Every joke about what you two will do after the big wedding
will kick in your feminine heart. You know it’s not just a joke, but it’s also
a subtle promise you've got to be responsible for. Sometimes, you just feel
guilty of the lust of the bachelorhood’s freedom still hiding in a corner of
your heart. You love this guy so much that you can tame that wild beast,
but wedding promise and life afterwards are still uncertain at this moment.
You feel guilty because for this guy, all you ever want to give him is ab-
solutely firm thingies: a happy family, hot meals every day, a cozy home,
nice kids, and your everlasting love. You're just not sure if you can make
all those things come true.

More than that, even the pains and wounds, loss and scars you've
suffered are cruelly telling you the oncoming days are unlikely to become
what you wish for. You don’t want to plan the future, because you are
scared of seeing it turning to be not what you plan. This hesitation has been
holding you back from simply enjoying the happiness you are having.

3. JUST LOVE

These days—being wrapped in my boyfriend’s warm and sweet love
sometimes recall a quote in the movie The Perks of Being a Wallflower, “We
accept the love we think we deserve.”

Thanks to him, the brokenness I have suffered now make sense; all the
times feeling lost and excluded in order to keep being as who I am now has
been proven. If it is his love that I accept because I think I deserve, I will
give myself in the past a big sister fist. Good job, girl, in building up myself

to deserve this guy.
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Ok, words are all out. Bottom line: I love him. I do think of our fami-
ly. I'm trying for it and also trying not to fantasize it too much. Life is not
always pink, but life has its way to work out. All I can and should do is to
believe in him. Believe in us.

Rio \/MVL
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May ma co nguoi,
doi con dé thuong

au hat trong bai Con Chiit Gi D¢ Nho ctia ¢d nhac si Duy Quang, chung

toi man phép stra lai mot chix, boi vi day la cau ma chiung t6i da noi
voi nhau khi dyr an sach “Get Lost. Be Found.” thanh cong trén trang web
kéu goi von cong dong Indiegogo. Chinh khong gian phi dia ly ay lai la noi
[an dau tién chung t6i nhan ra c6 nhiéu nguoi dat niém tin vao minh dén
thé; nguoi than, nguoi quen, nguoi d6i khi chi vai cau giao t€ va ca nguoi
dung chua gdp. Co nhitng cai tén ca ba dtta doc qua déu khong biét la ai;
long tu héi minh da lam gi ma duoc may mén thé nay. C6 nhitng khi goi
dién cho ba me canh canh, ngap ngttng, “Nguwoi ta ndi con khong nén di,
phung phi tién bac lai nguy hiém, khong biét thuwong ba me. Ba me nghe
vay ¢6 buodn, ¢6 lo nhiéu khong?” Ba me tra 101, “Lo thi lo chit, nhung ba
me khong tin con thi tin nguoi ta lam gi.” Mot cht “tin” luc ay, du noi
thanh 10i hay khong, cling chinh la dong luc gitp giup chung t6i hoan
thanh doan duong di vong quanh nuéc My.

Cam on gia dinh vi da lu6n dédt niém tin ¢ ching toi.

Cam on chi Han. Néu khong c6 chi, chuyén di nay sé khong bao gio
thuc hién dwgc. Khi dat tén chiéc xe KIA Optima ma ching t6i thué, ching
toi da chon tén Kirah — véi Kira trong cum tr “Kira, Kira”, mang nghia ldp
lanh trong tiéng Nhat, va chit H d€ cam on chi.

Cam on Quan & Rosemead (CA), chi Quynh Nhu va anh Neil ¢ Palo
Alto (CA), bé Phuong va c6 Yén ¢ Colorado Springs (CO), ban Cam Ly &
Washington (D.C.) da host chung t6i 0 nhiing diém dirng trén sudt chuyén
di.

Cam on nha s6 67 duong Highland, Waltham (MA).
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Va cam on nhitng ngwoi anh, nguoi chi, nguoi ban da trao cho ching
toi vat chat, niém tin, va nhitng 1oi chtic phtc. Cé nhiing nguoi da dé€ an
danh, nén chiing t6i khong thé viét vao day.

Mong 10i cdm on ctia chung toi ¢6 thé dén voi tiing nguoi, d€ sau nay
tat ca ching ta déu “con chut gi dé€ nhé.”

5574 /h’\ifze%
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